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SECTION I
Acknowledgments
The preparation of this fifth edition of the Center for the
Advancement of Education's Outstanding Educational
Improvement Projects book has been a chhllenging task made
possible only through the combined efforts of a number of
mdividuals.
Dr. Mary Ellen Sapp has been a continuing source of
inspiration, ideas ana constant support. Drs. David Hight and
Peter Mills provided significant support and offered specific
assistance during the planning phases. Cheryl Ann Bernard,
our student assistant, supplied us with cheerfulness as she participated with indexing. Mary Bellnier was always ready to
go to the word processor. Thanks Mary.
Dr. Richard Goldman, Dean of the Center for the Advancement of Education, can honestly be described as the gentle
educator. He was a painstaking and dedicated proof reader
for this project. We are also very fortunate at Nova University
to have a president who is also an expert practitioner in education. Special thanks to Dr. Abraham S. FIshier for our 25th anniversary message.
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THE PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
This year, Nova University
celebrates its 25th anniversary.
Conceived by a group of
citizens in Fort Lauderdale,
Horida, the University was to
be the capstone of an innovative educational park-the
Nova Complex. From its inception, Nova had as its
tnlssion the design, implementation, and evaluation of
new educational methods and
deli very systems.
The hallmark of Nova's graduate education programs is a
proper blending of theory and practice. The theory comes in
many forms, among them the courses taught by the best
national experts. Practice comes day by day--to each of our students, as Uiey apply theory to their educational setting. This
volume contains abstracts of exemplary problem-solving
projects, practicums and MARPs, completed by students In
our graduate programs.
In 1972, N"ova University created its first field-based program, the Doctorate in Education (Ed.D.) for Educational
Leaders, not siml'ly to award credentials to the individual
professional bu t also to improve teaching and learning in the
public schools. The three programs that followed focused on
the needs of educators in postsecondary institutions and
leaders in early and middfe childhood education.
This publication contains the evaluative aspects of the
school improvement projects completed this year in our Center
for the Advancement of Education. Each I'racticum has made a
positive difference; it has led to change; it has improved a
school, and it has helped a student.
We at Nova University are truly proud to make this
publication available to you.
Abraham S. Fischler
President
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MESSAGE FROM
THE DEAN, CENTER
FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF
EDUCATION
Nova University is in the
midst of its silver anniversary twenty five years of providing
quality graduate studies to
educators who are leaders in
preschool, school age and
postsecondary education. The
six graduate programs in the
Center for the Advancement of Education serve a wide
array of professionals. A common element found in each of
the programs is a commitment to improve the lives of those in
vanous educational institutions and organizations that are
served by our graduate students. The vehicle for improving
the institutions and organizations is the problem-solving
projects completed by our graduate students-practicums and
MajOr Applied Research Projects (MARP).
Nova's first graduate program for educators was begun in
1972. Since that year, five adaitionall?rograms were designed
and implemented. The first school Improvement projectthe practicum-was completed in 1973. The practicum and
MARP abstracts included in this book follow over 12,000
practicums and MARPs that have been designed and implemented since 1973. No other university has made the commitment to school and university improvement as has Nova over
the past quarter century.
While reading this book, you will meet graduates of the
Master's Program for Child Care Administrators. Their practicum topiCS focus on issues related to staff training, marketing
of pr~ams, and orientation of new staff. Teachers ana
administrators in the Graduate Education Module Programs
(M.S. and Ed.5. degrees) focused their practicums on a broad
array of issues such as 'prevention of school dropouts,
design and implementation of individualized curricula, and
the inclusion of coml'uters in the schools. Participants in
Nova's three doctoral programs (Ed.D. in Early and Middle
Childhood Education, Ed:O. Program for Educational Leaders, and Ed.D. Programs for Higfier Education) identify
practicum and MA-ru' problems that tend to be relatea to
broader issues within their institutions (schools, hospitals,
special education centers, vocational schools, community
colleges, and universities). These doctoral students examine
probrems such as school-based management, state funding,
school-and system-wide curriculum problems.
iv

Join us in honoring those students whose problem solving
projects have had significant impact on their work environments. This select group of 163 represent the graduates of
Nova University who have completed 12,000 plus Practicum/MARP projects. A partnersbip between Nova and
society's institutions began 25 years ago. We are pleased to
honor the students included in this boOk and their mstitutions
and organizations which are now better places in which to
work and learn.
Richard Goldman, Ph.D.
Dean, Center for the
Advancement of Education (CAE)
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PREFACE
It has been said repeatedly that researchers and practitioners live in separate worlds, each defined to facilitate
limited communication. The controversies generated by the
struggle to discover the most effective strategies for translating
knowledge acquisition into effective practices have often
slowed the progress of the teaching-learning operation.
For those wlio believe that learning is best accomplished by
the learner who is actively involved in the process and that
problem solving and reflective teaching are the precursors of
student success, this book is designed for you.
The material presented in Part One underscores the philosophy of the preSident of Nova University and the dean of the
Center for the Advancement of Education who believe in lifelong learning designed on the premise that educational the01)' must be translated to meamngful practice.
Part Two of the book gives a synopsis of a wide range of
practicum projects implemented by the masters, educational specialists, and doctoral students of the University.
Each practicum project requires the student to identify a workrelated educational probfem, review the literature in search
of appropriate solutions, then design and implement a strategy
or strategies that will improve tliat work setting within a
preplanned time limit. In order to do this effectively, there is a
network of collaborative activities among graduate students,
professors, personnel from selected school systems, and other
human serVice organizations, and the data bases they manipulate. Many of the projects have resulted in positive change
with statewide and national implications.
Part Three of the book contains an index designed to assist
the reader in easy identification of individual projects by
subject themes.
The students, their advisors, and their mentors have done
a remarkable job as practitioners who have demonstrated
their commitinent to problem-solvin~ critical, and creative
thinking within a framework conduave to reflection.

Cannen E. Dumas, Ed.D.
Director of Practicums
GEM Programs
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INTRODUCTION
School staffs, administrators, policy makers, and curriculum
writers searching for ways to enflance instructional products
and improve the quality of life will find this book filled with
practical, tested, and effective classroom and institutional
techniques. The education programs at the Center for the
Advancement of Education (CAE) stress the critical relationship between theory and practice; they reinforce and test
the classroom experience through applied research and
community service as integral parts of the academic experience.
The school improvement projects presented under the category of the Graauate Education Module (GEM) programs
present solutions to classroom problems and enrichment activities in English, reading. mathematics, health, bilingual
education, computer education, science, social studies,
gifted child eaucation, and specific learning disabilities.
Projects have also been presented by students majoring in
educational administration on topics ranging from school dropout reduction, to school-based-management techniques and the
fusion of critical thinking skills into the schools.
The Programs in Child and Youth Studies present an array
of innovative techniques and training programs for day care
centers, residential and mental health facilities. In early and
middle childhood, programs for autistic students are addressed,
and many alternatives are presented for special needs students. These programs display a wide range of functional
strategies for parent involvement and traimng. as well as
documented cases of student success.
The topics listed under the Programs for Higher Education
focus on improving systems that enhance learning at the
postsecondary leve[ Academic achievement is explored
through the use of appropriate evaluation and assessment
technIques, decision making and the use of articulation models.
The National Ed.D. Program for Educational Leaders provides the reader with staff development programs designed to
ensure student success. Transdisciplinary collaboration is
also explored to improve comprehension skills and there is
an interesting program to integrate technology and curriculum in Marin County, Califorrua.
Many of the programs presented here may be replicated in
pari or in entirety. Some of these projects have been adopted
for county and/or statewide usage. Educators who wish to
receive copies may use the order form loca ted in the back of this
book.
viii

SECTION II
Academic
Programs in the
Center for the
Advancement of
Education
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The GEM
Programs
M.S. and Ed.S.
Programs

2

Carmen E. Dumas,
Director of Practicums
GEM Programs
B.A. Hons., West Indies
College, London University
M.Ed. Howard University
Ed.D. George Washington
University
Carmen Dumas is serving in
her seventh year as practicum
director with CAE. Prior to
this assignment at Nova
UniversIty, Carmen served as
director of the Maryland
Professional Development
Academy in the central office
of the Maryland State Department of Education, where she
supervised the Grants Program
designed to improve teacfier
and school effectiveness.
Carmen is a certified teacher
of Reuven Feuerstein's Instrumental Enrichment and
provides training for teachers
In Critical Thinking Skills for
Student Success.
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Practicum Advisors assist in sponsoring Summer Training Institute in an International Setting.

THE GEM PROGRAMS
The Graduate Education Module (GEM) Programs provide opportunities for full-time professionals to pursue a
master's or an educational specIalist degree in 1') major areas.
The focus is on the improvement of practice and the achievement of career objectives.
The programs are offered in locations that make it possible
for students to complete a degree without interruptIng their
careers. Each GEM program site is managed by a site
administrator who is a local educational leader. The site
administrator is responsible for advising students, providing
program information, and the overall leadership of the local
site.
The programs are in the ninth year of assisting teachers and
administrators in over 100 school districts in Florida, Arizona,
and Nevada to achieve their academic, professional, and
career goals. Enrollment last year across the GEM network of
program sites was in excess of 1200. This makes GEM the
largest graduate teacher education program in the nation.
The Key factors contributing to the success of the GEM model
are as follows:
GEM programs are scheduled at the 15 sites in all-day
Saturday sessions and summer intensives, the best
formats for working professionals.
GEM curricula are consistently oriented toward
practice and the real world of schools, featuring
research with practical applications.
- GEM programs promote, as an underlying theme,
the acquisition of profeSSional leadership capabilities.
GEM programs contain course requirements for
additionarstate certification coverages and endorsements
and renewal of certifica tes.
GEM practicums in each major program offer unique
opportunities for action research, resulting in
SIgnificant school improvement projects in the students'
professional settings and leading to career advancement.

J. Donald Stanier, Ph.D., Director
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Ammerman, David
David Ammerman is the band director at Astronaut High
School, Brevard County, florida. He completed the master'.s
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program In
1987. Mr. Ammerman has given inservice workshops, based on
his practicum, to other ba~a directors and athletic coaches who
have been interested in bUlldmg group leadership.

Developing Leadership Skills in
High School Band Members
The author developed and implemented a ten
week program to improve leadership skills in high
school band students. The program consisted of
three components: the administering of the Keirsey
Temperament Sorter, the conducting of a series of
seminars, and the direction of band laboratory
activities. The seminars consisted of lessons on
motivating, problem solving, sha~ning communication skills, goal setting, leadership styles, and
identifying the characteristics of an effective leader.
Following the third lesson, the students demonstrated, under laboratory conditions, the effective
leadership techniques covered in the seminars.
Results indicated that 100 percent of the target
group could identify their personality type as
characterized on the Keirsey Temperament Sorter.
According to the writer's observation checklist, each
member of the target group achieved at least an 80
percent leadership effectiveness rating. Finally,
every member improved his or her leadership
qualIties by at least one mean score. Appendices
include sample structured interviews, sample assignments, and evaluation forms .
........................

Practicum Advisor: Everett E. Whitehead, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Melbourne
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Arenz, Joyce T.
Joyce Arenz is a teacher at Meadow Park Elementary School
Charlotte, Florida. She completed the master's degree In the '
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Pro~am in 1988. Ms.
Arenz has shared the results of her practicum with county fifthgrade teachers at their fall grade-level meeting.

Using Computerized Book Reports
to Increase tne Independent Reading
of Low-Achieving Fifth Graders
Low-achieving fifth ~aders at the author's
school were rarery readmg independently. Although book reports had been assigned to encourage more, the time needed to select, read, and
report was resulting in only one book a month being
reported, on the average. The author addressed this
problem by designing and implementing a computerized testing and management program that
allowed the target group to read selected lowvocabulary, high-interest books and then take tests
on a computer to prove that they had read them.
The computer program filed the student's name,
score, and book title for the teacher. Since student
and teacher time were greatly reduced, more time
was available for independent reading. Results
showed a significant mcrease in the number of
books read and that using the computer was supplying additional motivation .
........................

Practicum Advisor: Joseph c. Pescatrice, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Myers
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Beggs, Martha R.
Martha Beggs is a teacher at Madison Academy, Leon,
Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate
Education Modure (GEM) Program in 1987. Ms. Beggs has
made her practicum program available to the schools within her
county, has presented it at parents' club meetings, and has sent
a copy of it to the State of Florida Public Library.

Improving the Academic
Performance and Attitudes of
Private School Students Through
Parental Involvement
Research has suggested that those schools having
a high percentage parental involvement also have
hish levels of academic achievement. The author
developed and implemented, with the help of the
Parent AdviSOry Board, a school beautification and
improvement program. It was through the use of
such a program tnat the parents became more
involved with their child's school.
Results showed that the children attained higher
scores on their report cards and demonstrated an
improved attitude toward the school. Ap~ndices
include parent, teacher, and student questIonnaires,
a handout on research findings, graphs, a letter to
parents, school records, and a five year school
Improvement plan .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Susan Fresen, M.S.
GEM Site: Tallahassee
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Berrigan, Lauren V.
Lauren Berrigan is a teacher at Palm Beach Gardens High
School, Palm Beach County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1987. Ms. Berrigan has shared the results of her practicum
with the district mathematics specialist, the area math consultants, and the curriculum development and implementation
specialists.

Improving Student Performance on
Problems Involving Radical
Expressions
Students had been scoring low on the district
Algebra I second semester exam. The writer
developed and implemented a strategy to raise
students' scores on one skill area of this test, the
solving of problems involving radical expressions.
The specific objectives were to increase performance
on simplifying given radicals and expressions
containing radicals in addition to computing the
sum or difference of numbers that contained radicals.
The writer implemented a subcurriculum to be
taught along with the regular instructional program.
The approach made use of small group interachon:
the targeted ninth grade regular Algebra I class of
23 students was divided into three mixed-ability
groups. Working cooperatively, the teams completed a series of sequential tasks over a 10 week
period. Results showed that the objectives were
achieved.

Practicum Advisor: Juanita Scott, Ph.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Bidwell, Mary L.
Mary Bidwell is a teacher at Manatee Vocational-Technical
School in Manatee County, florida. Sjhe completed the educationalspecialist degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1987. Following the completion of her
practicum project, two regional coordinators and one state level
trainer evaluated and recommended her strategies manual as a
useful component of inservice training.

Supplementing Inservice Training
with a Strategies Intervention Model
Resource Manual
The author had been a trainer of exceptional
education teachers at the middle and high school
levels. The practicum project developed as a result
of the low level transfer of strategies from the
inservice training to the classroom by the participants. Research of the literature pointed to a
relationship between the provision of adequate
written materials during training and the degree to
which trainees transferred skills to the work situation.
A survey was conducted to assess the degree of
actual implementation of training strategies by inservice participants. A careful review was conducted of the research articles and materials supplied to trainers. The author created a 44 page
manual that contained information perceived as
useful for understanding the model, classroom
organization, instruction, time management, resources, course requirements, and use and acquisition of materials. The manual was duplicated and
distributed to participants at the third inservice
training session. Participants perceived the manual
as usefUl for actual strategy implementation. A
copy of the manual and an annotated bibliography
are included.

............... ..

Practicum Advisor: Barbara Chadsey, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Boutwell, Connie E.
Connie Boutwell is a teacher at Palm Beach Gardens High
School, Palm Beach County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1987. The strategy employed in Ms. Boutwell's practicum has
become a permanent practice in her school. Ms. BoutweJl has
disseminated a synopsis of the strategy to administrators in the
Palm Beach County school system.

A Program to Improve the
Effectiveness of Substitute Teachers
The objectives of the program were to improve
the performance of substitutes, to have substitutes
carefuJly foJlow a teacher's lesson plan, and to have
substitutes leave summaries of their classroom
activities for the regular teacher. The program
focused on aiding regular teachers in developing
substitute lesson plans and aSSisting substitutes In
carrying out those ~Ians.
Teachers were gtven model lesson plans and
suggestions for creating their own. Substitutes were
issued packets informing them of such school
policies as attendance procedures. Administrators
assessed the substitutes' reports of classroom
sessions in conjunction with the teachers' evaluations of the sustitutes' performances. Evaluation of
the program was positive. Appendices include the
evaluation forms used by both the substitutes and
regular teachers.
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Michael Robbins, Ed.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Bragg, Marita Sue
Marita Bragg is a teacher at Lake County Area Vocational
Technical Center, Lake County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The results of this study were shared by the
autnor with other Individualized Manpower Training
System (IMTS) instructors at a state-wide special needs workshop.

Making Academic Remediation
Program More Positive and Image
Building for the Adult Student
Disadvantaged adult learners often lack a positive attitude, a strong self-image, and a successoriented mind-set. The writer built techniques
and strategies into a vocational school's remedial program to improve confidence and attitude about personal potential for success in
school, on the job, and in life.
After administering an attitude survey
toward academics ana the Barbe modality test,
the writer worked with the students individually
and in bi-weekly group sessions using appropriate materials to meet their academic needs.
After ten weeks of implementation, the students
completing the remediation showed evidence of
an improved self-image and optimism. Those
students not completmg their academic remediation at this time indicated their intention of
doing so. Appendices include an extensive bibliography, the modality test, and the attitude
survey.

.. ................ ..
Practicum Advisor: Linda Mallinson, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Brandt, Millicent Hume
Millicent Brandt is a music teacher at Indialantic Elementa,), School, Brevard County, Florida. She completed the
master s degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The results of this project have been shared
witfi other music teachers, the Brevard County music
resource teacher, and the music department at the University
of Central Florida.

Improving Auditory Sequencing
Skills in the Kindergarten Age
Child through Increased
Instruction in Music
The author theorized that skills learned in the
general music class setting would transfer to
other academic classroom settings. Specifically,
the author wished to determine if an increase in
the frequency of music instruction would
result In an improvement in auditory memory
sequencing skills and to measure the increase.
The WrIter designed a method of instruction
using music materials selected to include
sequencing and auditory memory skills. A
targeted group received five 25-minute music
classes per week for eight weeks, while a control
group received two 25-minute classes each week.
Results, based on a teacher survey checklist and
a standardized testing instrument, showed gains
for only the targetea group. Appendices
include a list of materiafs used and activity sheets .
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Clare Fisher, M.A_
GEM Site: Fort Pierce
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Burkholder, Julia G.
Julia Burkholder is an art teacher at Port Charlotte High
School, Charlotte County, Florida. She completed the
educational specialist's degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The assistant principal at
Ms. Burkholder's school noted the increased interest and
higher grades of the students who participated in this project.

Computers: A Solution to the
Gifted Student Underachieving
in Art
This practicum addressed the problem of
gifted senior high students who were underachieving in their art history course. The researcher developed and implemented a computer program on "Sixteenth Century Art" to increase student interest level and achievement.
Twelve gifted students who were enrolled in
both art and computer classes were chosen. Six
had access to the computer J?rogram during
the researcher's planning penod, after school,
and during luncli, while the other six did not.
The six students in the targeted group increased
in interest and achievement levels over those
who had only attended class. A flow chart
and the computer program are included in
the appendices.

........ ,.,. ........
Practicum Advisor: Joseph Pescatrice, M.S.
GEM Site: Ft. Myers
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Carter, Michelle V.
Michelle Carter is a teacher at Campbell Junior High School,
Volusia County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Pro!?,"am in 1987. Ms.
Carter's department head has noted the posItive impact that this
practicum project has had.

Methods for Improving the Reading
and Spelling Skills of the Junior High
Typing Student
The author designed and put into practice a typewriting curriculum that placed emphasis on buifding skills in spelling and reading. The curriculum
had two components: instruction in beginning
typewriting, and skill building in the language arts.
rIle lan~age arts part of the curriculum centered
on activIties emphasizing phonics, comprehension,
parts of speech, spelling, and reading.
After 13 weeks of implementation, results were
evaluated . Sixty-five percent of the targeted students improved in vocabulary, and over 50 percent
improvea in vocabulary, and over 50 percent
improved in the areas of comprehension and
reading speed. One hundred percent improved in
spelling ability. Student response to the variety of
assignments was positive. Sample assignments,
games, and puzzles are included in the appendices.
....................

Practicum Advisor: James D. Clements, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona
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Cooper, Harvey
Harvey Cooper is a teacher at Hialeah Junior High School,
Dade County, Horida. He completed the master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. The
program develope9 in this practicum has become a permanent
part of the phySIcal education curriculum at the author's school
and is currently used in the community school's conditioning
class.

Improving the Cardiovascular
Fitness of Eighth Grade Girls
Through Aerobics
Although cardiovascular fitness has become a
major concern of many Americans, test scores

reflect a drastic decline in the cardiovascular fitness of young girls. This program was
aimed at helping eighth-grade girls, in a
southern urban metropolitan junior high
school, improve theIr cardiovascular fitness,
adapt to stress, form a good self-image, and
improve their physical being.
After testing the girls in the 12-minute run, the
students received a point chart. The students
had to accumulate 30 points per week in six
events: distance running, Fartlex running,
interval running, running for "A," repetition
running, and rope jumpin~. Resufts showed
an improvement on each girl s cardiovascular
score of 24 percent or higher. The girls also
became aware of the mental benefIts of regular
exercise. Appendices include the rope jumping
program and charts for jogging, aerobics, and
heart rate.

.. ..... ,. ............ ..
Practicum Advisor: George Kim, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Counts, Jeannine G.
Jeannine Counts is a teacher at Wilkinson Elementary
School, Sarasota County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. Ms. Counts has shared the successful ideas and practices used in this practicum with other interested teachers in
her county.

Using Semantic Analysis to Enrich
the Vocabulary of Accelerated
Fourth-Grade Students
The author designed and implemented an
enrichment strategy to increase the vocabulary of
a targeted selection of fourth-grade students.
The selected students had supenor scores on the
county reading test and had been graded as
excellent by the previous language arts instructor.
The aim of the strategy was to present similarities
and dissimilarities ofiargeted words and to Cause
positive changes in the students' performances
and attitudes toward creative writing.
Included in the author's approach were
teacher-made and commercially reproducible
materials. Formal vocabulary instruction was
presented daily with accompaniment of junior
editions of the dictionary and thesaurus. The
students were given opportunities to visit the
media center and use the computer to write and
record their compositions. The author designed a number of laminated self-paced task cards
to attract student interest. The measurable
Success of the practicum was indicated by the
range of 90 to 100 percent mastery of the targeted words. It is the author's conclusion that
formal presentation and practice methods in
semantic analYSis are sound strategies to use
with accelerated students .
...... It ............. ..

Practicum Advisor: Mark Cook, M.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton

21

Couret, Jose
Jose Couret is a teacher at Jefferson Comprehensive High
School, Pinellas County, florida. He completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1987. Mr. Couret's practicum program has been continued at
his school. He has also shared his program with the administration of another high school in his county which serves a
predominantly HIspanic population.

Educating, Counseling, and
Supplying Career Orientation for
the Potential Hispanic Dropout
Hispanics represent a high percentage of the
secondary school dropout. A survey, administered
to ten Hispanic students in an Intensive English
class at the author's school, evidenced the negative
behaviors and attitudes associated with potential
dropouts. The author developed and put into place
a design to address this problem. The program
components consisted of parental involvement, peer
tutoring, studying/counseling sessions, field trips,
and workshops. The workshops were conducted by
Hispanics: professionals, school personnel, and
dropouts.
Results showed increased levels of achievement
by the targeted group and improved attitude
changes. It was concluded that the program and the
involvement of the community contributed to the
success in keeping the targeted group in school.
Extensive appendices include notification and thank
you letters, some in Spanish as well as in English .

.,. ............... ..

Practicum Advisor: Jack Lamb, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Tampa
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Craig, Darlene S.
Darlene Craig is a media specialist at Walsingham
Elementary School, Hillsborough County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education modules
(GEM) Program in 1985. Ms. Craig has developed a guide,
based on her practicum, to aid other media specialists in
keeping a library's resources intact.

A Plan to Reduce Library
Book Losses
The author researched and adapted ways to
promote responsibility for library books. The
program's aims were to reduce the loss of books
and-to retrieve those, reported on an inventory
check, that had been found missing. The plan
involved making students, parents, and teachers
aware of the problems and the importance of
being responsible library users.
The project involved three stages. Presentations were made to faculty team leaders
who presented the plan to team members.
Intercom announcements were made to the
student body. Finally, project intentions were
explained to parents via the school newsletters.
By the project's end, fewer books were found to
be missing than had been over comparable
periods. Students showed an awareness of being
responsible about books. In fact, before the last
day of school, an entire grade level returned all
the books they had checked out. Appendices
include classroom activities, newsletter information, and figures showing decreases in book loss.

Practicum Advisor: Shelby Harvey, Ph.D.
GEM Site: Tampa
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Cranshaw, Jacqueline
Jacqueline Cranshaw is a teacher at Hialeah High School,
Dade County, Florida . She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.
The secondary program specialist at Ms. Cranshaw's school
noted that this proJ<'ct "gave students more insipht into their
feelings and motivated them to read as a group:

A Reading Program Designed to
Improve Self-Esteem in Visually
Impaired Students
Visually impaired preadolescents and
adolescents demonstrate, to a greater degree than
those not visually impaired, poor peer relationshi!?s, over-sensitivity to criticism, and hypercritIcal attitudes. These characteristics are
thought to reflect their poor self-esteem and
minimal expectations regarding themselves. The
author developed and implemented a reading
program aimed at motivating these students to
read and forming in them a better sense of identity.
A ten-week course centered on short reading
exercises and follow-up group discussions. Tile
discussions related the reaning exercises to actual
life experiences and / or probfems. Posttesting
revealed some increase in positive responses to
self-concept and increased reading skills. Negative behaviors decreased. Appendices include
sample reading activity sheets .
,..,. .......... . .

...

Practicum Advisor: Linda Levene, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Davis, Francine Finkel
Francine Davis is a teacher at Miami Killian Senior High
School, Dade County, Florida . She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. Ms. Davis' English Department voted to expand the
program, developed as part of this practicum, to aU tenthgrade regular, basic, and remedial students at her school.
Ms. Davis also prepared a presentation booklet on the results of
her study which she sent to the Florida Commissioner of
Education.

A Program for Increasing the
Number of Dependent Clauses
in the Writing of Senior High
School Students
The author coordinated a sequential writing
program designed to increase the student's
abihty to coordinate and subordinate ideas
effectively. The goal was to enable students in a
college-bound expository writing course to write
clear, concise sentences and paragraphs. The
program ran for 12 weeks and usea the Links to
Forceful Writing course as its foundation . The
course used a simplified punctuation system and
a list of connectives for joining ideas together.
Students learned specific writing skills by
completing literature-based activities involving evaluating exercises. They practiced and
tested on skill-builders and applied the knowledge to creative and expository compositions.
Repetition and review of the skills were reinforced by use of the peer editing process. By the
program's end, students demonstrated that they
were capable of coordinating and subordinating ideas effectively. Appendices include a
visual punctuation rules chart and a skills graph.

Practicum Advisor: Linda Tixier, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Davis, Gary A.
Gary Davis is a teacher at Fort Lauderdale High School
Adult Center, Broward County, Florida. He completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. He has shared the results of this study with
teacners at other Adult Education Centers.

Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) Using
Methods for Adult-Based
Competencies
The problem with most academic approaches
to language instruction is that they do not
provide a meaningful context for the use of the
new language. The author developed and implemented a program using adult-based competencies in the ESOL classroom. Each lesson was
restructured with the idea that students would
apply grammar and vocabulary to perform
communicative functions immediately relevent
to adults.
Each activity was chosen to take into account
the competencIes that the non-native needs to
acquire almost immediately in order to function in our society. Postlest results demonstrated
significant positive learning performance. The
author feels that the results justify the expansion
of this method to al1levels of ESOL instruction.

,.,. .................. . .
Practicum Advisor: Cynthia Schumacher, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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DeCandido, Linda S.
Linda DeCandido is an S.L.D. Resource Teacher at Woodlands Elementary School, Seminole County, Florida. She
completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Program in 1986. Team leaders at her school
have been using the techniques described in this practicum to
help the grade 1evels function more effectively.

The Use of Quality Circle
Techniques to Improve Problem
Solving in Elementary School
This practicum shows that the Quality Circle
approacn, as used successfully in business and
industrial settings, can be modified for the educational environment and used effectively for
problem solving. The program, implemented in
an elementary scnool, consisted of ten sessions
designed to train the team leaders and administrators to develop and practice Quality
Circle techniques. The sessions, under the
direction of a trained facilitator, included sessions
on brainstorming, consensus, cause and effect diagrams, group functions, data collection techniques, and management presentahons.
Positive results were evaruated through an attitudinal survey, cognitive quizzes, and the
grOUP'S demonstrated ability to use the techniques
In solving actual problems. The group requested
the administration to continue this problem
solving approach and was readily granted permission. Appendices include a 91 page Quality
Circle Training Manual.

Practicum Advisor: Elizabeth Dershimer, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Dickinson, Rhonda Dalton
Rhonda Dickinson is a teacher at Sabal Elementary School,
Brevard County, Florida. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Modure (GEM) Program in 1986.
Ms. Dickinson has shared the program, originating out of
her practicum, with other third and fourth grade teachers at
her school.

Strategies for Improving the Safety
of Group Interactions
A high percentage of students in a
heterogeneously grouped third-grade classroom
were mjured m accidents. TJie author designed and implemented strategies to improve the
saIety of group interactions. An observation
log of unsafe behaviors was compiled prior to
program implementation.
The program used behavior modification
strategies, a unit on self-awareness, the involvement of resource personnel, a game, money
raising rrojects, and classroom meetings. The
results 0 the teacher and individual logs of
unsafe behaviors showed a 51 percent decrease in
such actions. It was concluded that allowing
students more of a voice in at least one aspect of
their lives, increasing their awareness of safe
actions, and employing behavior modification strategies, increase the safe actions of
third-gracfe students. Because the goal of
raising student self-esteem scores faired, it was
concluded that self-esteem may be attributed
to numerous factors, perhaps unchangeable
during 10 weeks of school time .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Marian Wetherell, M.S.
GEM Site: Melbourne
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Dunn, Audrey
Audrey Dunn is an English teacher at Cooper City High
School, Broward County, Florida . She completed the educational specialists degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1986. Ms. Dunn has since created computer assisted instructional (CAl) programs for the remediation of other skills tested on the Florida State Student Assessment Test (SSAT).

A Computer-Assisted Instructional
Program to Facilitate EleventhGrade Remediation in Skill H68,
Direct Address
The author, who was remediating over 100
students who had failed to achieve one or more
skills on the SSAT I, implemented a CAl
program to remediate students in skill H68,
cirect address. The f'rogram aimed at
increasing student achIevement, alleviating
teacher management problems, improving student
attitudes, and teaching computer literacy to
below average students.
The program consisted of two lessons, each
dealing with one component of the skill of using
the comma to set off proper names in direct
address. After using this program, 100 percent of
the students who had failed to have mastered this
skill achieved mastery. A survey revealed that
students overwhelmingly preferred this method
of remediation over conventional methods. In
addition, those who had had no previous computer experience were able to successfully
operate the machine. Appendices include a hard
copy printout of the program.

Practicum Advisor: Mary Muldoon, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Einbinder, Ronny A.
Ronny Einbinder is a teacher at Orchard Villa Elementary
School, Dade County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986.

Designing and Implementing a
Computer Literacy Course for
Intermediate Elementary Students
Who Are Both Academically
Excellent and Disadvantaged
The program's aims were to teach computer
Ii teracy to academically high achieving stu-

dents having little or no prevIous computer
knowledge or experience. The goal was to build
higher level thinking skills by providing computer time for students whose environmental
background had denied them this opportunity in
the past. The course consisted of a brief introouction to the history of computers and their
present-day impact, a glossary of computer
related terms, weekly fessen plans, worksheets,
and tests.
Student progress was monitored, on a weekly
basis, by individual mastery lists. Student
mastery of the skills was measured by a posttest.
Every student mastered the skills, and the objectives were met. Worksheets are included in the
appendices.
... ................ ..

Practicum Advisor: Florence Korr, Ed.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Estocin, James
James Estocin is a teacher at Lake Brantley Hi~h School,
Orange County, Florida. He completed his master s degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.
A dual science/social science workshop, base<! on this practicum, has been presented by the author.

Improving the Map Skills of Basic
Level Earth Science Students
The author's program had as its objective the
improvement of the use of maps by basic level
science students. Specifically, improvement was
sought in the ability to use maps in the areas of
direction, routes, distance, fatitude, and longitude.
Selected activities were conducted in ten
components on a once-a-week basis for ten
weeks. Posttests showed a positive result in the
areas selected for improvement. The implementation packet is included among the appendices.

.. ........ ,. .........
Practicum Advisor: John Goonan, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Fail, Margaret P.
Margaret Pail is the chair of the English Department at
Robinswood Junior High School, Orange County, Horida.
She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Ms. Pail has conducted
various in-service meetings on her practicum project at middle
school conferences.

Improving Seventh-Grade Spelling
Performance Using Mnemonics
Paced wi th a class of seventh-grade problem
spellers, the author developed and Implemented a
program using mnemonics to supplement traditional spelling Instruction using phonics and rules.
The aim of the program was to Improve the
spelling performance of these students.
The program contained four strategies: (1) the
use of teacher-supplied mnemonics and teachersupplied visual cues, (2) the use of teachersupplied mnemonics and teacher-suggested visual
cues, (3) the use of peer problem-solving groups to
generate visual cues to accompany teacnersupplied mnemonics, and (4) the use of peer
problem-solving groups to generate mnemonics
and visual cues. The class performed significantly
better on the posttest than it had on a pretest. The
strategies are recommended for use with other
groups of problem spellers.

Practicum Advisor: Michael Kahn, Ph.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Fitzsimmons, Katherine L.
Katherine Fitzsimmons is a kindergarten teacher at A. L.
Lewis Elementary School, Dade County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Ms. Fitzsimmons has written
a handbook, based on the program in this practicum, and has
used it in the learning center in service workshops she has
presented in Dade County.

Using Small Group Leamin~
Centers to Improve the Listemng
Skills of Disadvantaged Children
The program, developed and implemented by
the author, sought to develop the fistening and
attention habits of disadvantaged kindergarten
children. The theory was that improved habits of
attention and listening would improve the
children's abilities to learn. Folfowing a week of
pretesting and formal observation, a strategy was
developed that incorporated four subskills of
listening: comprehension, following directions,
critical fistening, and auditory discrimination.
Twenty to 30 minutes a day, five days a week,
was scheduled as listening time.
The children received wnole group instruction
on two of the five days, while the other three were
spent in small groups rotating in the four
learning centers. Results indicated that the
pro~ram had been a success. All but one of the
origmal objectives was met, although improvemeMs were made in all areas. The practicum
describes detailed program implementation, a
center management system, and program
results. Appendices include a weekly schedule
and a sample center ticket.

.......... ,.,. .. ,. .....
Practicum Advisor: Peter Paraskeva, D.P.A.
GEM Site: Miami
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Flowers, Annie
Annie Flowers is the assistant principal at Washington
Middle School in Cairo, Georgia. She completed the educational specialist degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1988. Ms. Flowers has shared the program
developed as part of the practicum with two other schoors in
her county.

An Advisor/Advisee Pro~ram for
Grades Five and SIX
Students at the middle school level are,
arguably, more concerned about social group
difficulties than they will be at any other time in
their lives. The practicum addressed the lack of
any social or emotional education being offered
at the author's school as an attempt to meet this
concern. The author developed and implemented a program to counter this deficIency
which the author felt was resulting in a high level
of discipline reports and counselor referral
overload.
After faculty surveys, ascertaining seneral
perceptions of the problem, were adnunistered,
the advisor/advisee program was initiated . It
involved one homeroom period a week during
the first five weeks and two homeroom periods a
week during the second five weeks. A variety of
methods and materials were used to promote
student-teacher interaction. Results snowed
significant improvements in the three areas
targeted for this study: discipline referrals,
counselor-related materials, and the studentstudent/student-teacher relationships. Various
surveys are included in the AppendIces.

Practicum Advisor: Charles J. Clements, Ph.D.
GEM Site: Tallahassee
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Frieling, Marilyn
Marilyn Frieling is a teacher at Redeemer Lutheran School,
St. Lucie, County, Florida. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate "Education Module (GEM) Program in 1988.
Ms. Frieling has shared the findings of her practicum, along
with a handout of research implications for the teaching of
spelling, with other teachers during a faculty meeting at her
school.

Using Eclectic Strategies and a
Congnitive-Based Approach
to Improve the Spelhng of
Sixth Graders
Nine members in the author's sixth-grade class
scored well below grade level on Mann and
Sinter's Informal Spelling Inventory. The author
developed and used a congnitive-based approach
in combination with eclectic spelling strategies to
improve the targeted group's spelling. Results
indicated that a cognitive-based approach,
utilizing phonetic mstruction and rule generalizations increased achievement in this group.
Students demonstrated positive attitudinal
change, and purposeful writing became one of the
group's favorite activities. It was the author's
concfusion that a phonics-based approach, rule
generalizations, and purposeful wnting assignments increase spelling achievement. Mnemonic
Devices, rule generalizations, and spelling activities are incluced in the appendices .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Twila Reinke, Ed,D,
GEM Site: Fort Pierce
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Fuller, Barbara
Barbara Fuller is a teacher at Parkridge Elementary School, Broward County, Florida. She completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1986. Evaluations of the hardware
and software used in this study led to the identification
of problems, possible solutions, and recommended
changes.

Using a Computer-Aided Reading
Instruction Tool, Integrating
Speech Technology, with
Limited English Proficient
(LEP) Students
A computer-assisted reading, drill and
practice program, which incorporated voice
synthesis and speech recognition, was tested in
an elementary (grades pre-first through fifth)
bilingual program. The students were reading
below grade revel, and it was hoped that the
voice-enhanced CAl would help substitute for
the lack of enough individuahzed, orally
interactive reading Instruction.
Test and control groups were formed after
students were tested and matched for grade and
word levels, teacher, native language, and
classification. Test group stuaents received
three 20·minute CAr sessions per week for ten
weeks, while control group students engaged
in an equal number of inaependent readIng
seat work sessions. Results demonstrated
greater increases in word recognition and higher
scores on a word-picture association by the test
group. Suggestions for classroom use and
Imphcations for future research and software
development also resulted. Appendices
include a list of resource persons.

Practicum Advisor: Dori Neuwirth, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Ft. Lauderdale
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Goodman, Ann
Ann Goodman is a physical education teacher at Sidney
Lanier School, Alachua County, Flordia. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Modufe (GEM)
Program in 1987. Ms. Goodman has shared the results of her
practicum with the county supervisor for physical education.

Improving the Overall Fitness
Levels of Trainable Mentally
Handicapped Students
Fifteen middle school students, who were
mentally ha~dicapped, participated in an
exercIse program desIgned to Improve theIr
overall levels of physical fitness. The study was
conducted by the author (a physical education
teacher), a papraprofessional assigned to the
teacher, and student volunteers from the University of Florida. The Master Fitness Test for the
Moderate~ Mentally Retarded was used as a
pretest an posttest to measure progress during
the ten weeK program.
Conclusions snowed marked improvement in
the targeted group's fitness levels when they were
exposed to a systematic program of exercise.
Those students exposed to a circuit method of
training were found to have made greater gains
than those exposed to an internal method of
training. Tests, scores, and conditioning cycles are
included in the appendices .
train~ble

............ ........
Practicum Advisor: LaVelle Oswalt, M.A.
GEM Site: Gainesville
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Grauberger, Eldon
Eldon Grauberger is a government teacher at Bonanza
High School, Las Vegas, Nevada. He completed the masters
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1986. Mr. Grauberger has been fine-tuning this practicum
program by adding audio and video taped onentahon segments to it.

Implementing the Meaningful
Observation of Local
Governmental Bodies by Students
Studying u.s. Government
The program's aim, as implemented by the
author, was to make his twelfth grade U.s.
Government students aware of their local
governments and how they effect them. The
plan was based on having the students observe a
sample of local governmental bodies in action.
The students were given a slide presentation
and an information packet that explained the
program and its requirements. The packet also
contained a description of the bodies the students
would be observing and a map showing the
location of the meetings.
The students were given five weeks in which to
complete the observahons, of not less than one
hour each, of three different types of governmental bodies: local legislative bodies, advisory
boards, and trial courts. Worksheets were supplied for recording pertinent information and
for obtaining an official's signature. Each class
later discussed what had been observed at the
meetings. A posttest showed that students had
gained an average of 25 percentage points over
that scored on a pretest. Appenaices include
the student packet, worksheets, and a chart
showing student reaction to the program .
....................

Practieum Advisor: Gary Loheide, M.S.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Green, Barbara A.
Barbara Green is a teacher at S. D. Spady Elementary
School, Palm Beach County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1986. The results of this practicum have been shared wIth
the Palm Beach County Director of Elementary Education and
the South Area Math Consultant. Ms. Green has also conducted
teacher workshops based on the activities developed for this
practicum.

Improving the Skills of Chapter I
Third-Grade Students for
Solving Money Problems on
Florida SSAT Tests
The writer developed a program to alleviate a
deficiency in problem solVIng with money and to
provide mearungful instruction and practice for
students. These teaching and learning activities
were specifically directed toward strengthening
Chapter I third-grade students' problem solving
skills as tested on the SSAT.
Students were involved in problem solving
activities three times a week over a period of ten
weeks. Each problem solving session consisted
of an introduction/review seSSIOn, a hands-on
game or activity component, and a written work
component. Regular and continued practice
began with mampulatives, progressed to drawings, and concluded with visualization. The
instruction and activities were thus desi~ed to
move students from basic concrete strategles to
visual strategies. Results were positive. The
minimal amount of time needed for duplication
and the inexp<;nsive cost of these packets make
these matenals suitable for all primary mathematics programs.

Practicum Advisor: Michael Robbins, Ed.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Florence Korr presents awards to outstanding students at
GEM Practicum Fair
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Harris, Noel V.
Noel Harris is a resource teacher for the academically
gifted at Murray Elementary School, Fort Bragg, North Caronna. He completed the master's degree in the Graduate
Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. The success of the
unit of study developed in this practicum has led to the development of similar units for the improved instruction of the
children of the military.

Encouraging the Devel0r.ment of
Critical Thinking SkIlls in
Third-Grade Students
By using varied learning methods, this proram
sought to improve the critical thinking skins 0
thira-grade gifted students in a multicultural
military community. The long range goal was to
develop within students a desire for excellence
and responsibility to their community and
changing society. The specific goal was to
challenge the students to develop their potential
abilities.
The program included a systematic approach
to learning through units of study centenng on
students' interests. After screening and administering Renzulli's Interest-A-Lyzer Inventories, students were sent to resource rooms for
special instructions using Bloom's model for
higher levels of thinkIng. Students, parents,
and teachers, surveyed at the conclusion of the
program, praised it for leading to improvements
In the student's cognitive and affective behaviors.

.. ................ ..
Practicum Advisor: Florence Korr, Ed.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale

42

-

Hartzog, Betty C.
Betty Hartzog is a teacher of the gifted at Titusville High
School, Brevard County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The author has given a number of seminars,
oased on this practicum, at both the state and local levels.

Using Synectics to Enhance
the Creativity of Gifted High
School Students
The objective of this practicum was to teach
the synectics I'rocess in an effort to improve
the creativity of a targeted group of gifted high
school students. Two six- hour seminars
were devel0J'ed and implemented. William
J. J. Gordon s Synectics process was the major
strategy used for creative analogies, creative
problem solving, idea changes, poetry
writing, an advertising campaIgn, and other
activities featured in the seminars.
Results indicated better quality creative
writing and higher scores on the Creative
Association Test (CA .T.). The targeted group
also evidenced greater enthusiasm for creative
activities. Appendices contain a number of the
activities used.

GEM Advisor: Sherry Gell, M.A.
GEM Site: Melbourne
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Hughes, Patrick Jacob
Patrick Hughes is a teacher at Miami Lakes Junior High
School, Dade County, Florida. He completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. As a result of Mr. Hughes practicum, his principal
decided to implement the Little Theatre as an ongoing
component of the school's drama curriculum.

Maximizing Student Participation
in Dramatic Productions
Through Implementation of a
Classroom Theatre
The researcher developed and implemented
a classroom theatre for junior high school drama
students. Because of school overcrowding, the
auditorium was in use as a classroom during the
day, and a majority of drama students coula
not attend after-school rehearsals. During a
10-week period, a 60 seat experimental
performance area was developed by the researcher and drama class. This performance
area had a stage, backdrops, a backstage area,
and stage lighting.
The Devil and Daniel Webster was rehearsed
and performed, in the Little Theatre by the drama
students, for six student body audiences.
Ninety-seven percent of the drama class participated while those who chose not to participate were given a viable alternative project. In a
post-performance questionnaire, students expressed positive attitudes about the class. The
enrollment in the same program doubled the following year. A d iagram oC the classroom layout
is included in tfie appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Gloria Reich, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Jackson, Albert
Albert Jackson is a teacher at Tuttle Elementary School, Sarasota County, florida. He completed the master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1987.

Preventing Tardiness in Upper
Elementary Students
Seventeen percent of the students at the
author's school were tardy on any given day. In
addition there was no program m place to
address this problem. The author's research
turned up only a limited number of reports on
available tardmess programs. Therefore, the
author designed a program based on a combination of behavior modification techniques and
direct grou p instruction.
Results of the program showed that 63 percent
of the participants reduced their tardiness and
that over half of these students decreased theirs
at rates of ten percent or more. However, onethird of the students actually increased their
number of tardies. The author concludes that a
major factor in the tardiness problem remains
to be addressed: parental responsibility. A
personal time profile is included among the
appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Dan Nolan, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Joiner, Flora S.
Flora Joiner is a teacher at Skyway Elementary School,
Dade County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The
strategy used in this practicum has been presented by the
author at her area's Chapter I workshop.

Improving the Reading Skills of
Chapter I Third-Grade Students by
Infusing Daily Narrative and
Expository Composition
into the Reading Program
The author had 16 third-grade Chapter I
students who were reading one to two years
below grade level. A literature search suggested that meaningful, correlated writing
activities could improve comprehension of
the written word. A ten week curriculum was
planned and carried out, consisting of instructional strategies emphasizing creative writing,
oral reading, and listening SKills.
Posttesting of the students revealed that the
goals set by the researcher were not only met,
Dut in more than one case, exceeded. Appendices include lesson plans and evaluation
exercises.

Practicum Advisor: Gloria Reich, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Ft. Lauderdale
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Jordon, Bonita A.
Bonita Jordon is a teacher at Stockton Elementary School,
Duval County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.

Using Poetry to Improve the
Verbal Language Skills of
Educable Mentally
Handicapped Students
The author's program sought to improve the
skills of the mentally nandicapped student in the
use of receptive and expressive language, listening, fluency, and vocabulary. DUrIng two 20mInute perIods each day for 10 weeks, language
activities were initiated with poems as a central
focus. These poems were chosen in reference to
the students' levels of understanding. In
addition to the vocabulary and concepts needed
to understand poems, prepositions, pronouns,
articles, plurals, and other language principles
were taught.
Students were encouraged and assisted in
developing skills with rhyming words and in
forming synonyms and antonyms for writing
poems themselves. Active language participation was encouraged by required activities and
supporting field trips. All the students evidenced substantial improvement on scores of the
Peabody Language Test and in the production of unitation sentences.

Practicum Advisor: Patricia Atwood, M.A.
GEM Site: Jacksonville
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Karas, Elizabeth A.
Elizabeth Karas is the Head Start Program Coordinator for the Lee County Head Start Program at Franklin
Park Elementary School, Lee County, Florida . She
completed the Educational Specialist Degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1988.
Ms. Karas has shared her practicum results with other
professionals at conferences, workshops, and forums.

Using Cooking Experiences to
Increase the Disadvantaged
Preschooler's Ability to
Follow Oral Directions
A minimum competency for entrance into the
author's district kindergarten reading program is
the ability to follow oral directions. The author
developed and operationalized a program to help
the disadvantaged child follow one, two, and
three step directions as given by a teacher. The
program had six components: pretestin& children
on a prereading read mess subtest called 'Following Oral DirectIons", conducting an inservice for
parents to encourage their understanding and
home cooperation, Implementing cooking activities in the classroom, engaging the parents in
similar home activities, posttesting the children,
and surveying parents and teachers.
Every child achieved readiness level on the
posttest, and the amount of parent participation
at home met the standards set. Teachers and
parents attested to the effectiveness of the activities in reaching the educational objectives. The
cooking activities and the parent workshop
agenda are included in the appendices.
It It It It .......... "" ..

Practicum Advisor: Jean Harrell, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Myers
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Kennedy, Gail B.
Gail Kennedy is a social studies teacher at Forest High
School, Marion County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. The law unit, developed and revised as part of this
practicum, has been expanded and has become a permanent
elective course at Ms. Kennedy's school.

The Development and Evaluation
of a High School Law
Education Unit
The author developed and implemented a
law education unit to promote the knowledge of
law and the legal system, among 130 high
school seniors. The unit's objectives were that
the student be able to identify sources of law,
describe how our legal system works and how
individual rights and obligations are interrelated, describe the consequences to the individual
and society of disobeying the law and the personal and social values 01 obeying it, define
legal concepts, and identify Important Supreme
Court deciSIOns.
The unit contained four basic components:
introducing law, exploring the nature of law,
examining legal issues, and understanding the
legal process. Library assignments, reports,
group discussions, brainstorming, and mock
trials were among some of the learning methods
used . Posttests indicated that the objectives were
met by at least 80 percent of the students.
The course outline is included in the appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Tom Weaver, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Daytona
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Kerr, Sandra Dian
Sandra Kerr is a teacher at Tavares Middle School, Orange
County, Florida. She completed her master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1987. Ms. Kerr
has sent copies of her practicum to the county's Exceptional
Student E<fucation Office and the Effective Teaching Center to
make it available to other teachers and administrators.

A Program to Increase the Word
Recognition Level of Specific
Learning Disabled Students
The author's program was designed to
increase the signt word recognition level in a
target group of ten Specific [earning Disabled
students. These students had been placed in the
Varying Exceptionalities classroom at the middle
school level. The program centered on the use of
multisensory reading center materials.
Preassessment haa shown significant deficits
in grade level sight word recognition. The tenweek program used color-coded, auditory,
visual, ana tactile-kinesthetic reading activities.
In addition, the author conducted systematic
assessment to diagnose, prescribe, and monitor
pupil performance. At tne conclusion of the tenweek program, 100 percent of the target group
demonstrated improved sight word recognition.
The appendices include various tests, charts,
surveys, and procedures .
.............

11- ... 11- ......

Practicum Advisor: James Taldbert, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Klayer, William J.
William Klayer is an instructor at Daytona Beach Community College, Volusia County, Florida. He completed the educational specialist degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1987. The Faculty Affairs Chairperson and
the Dean of Arts and Sciences at Daytona Beach Community
College have distributed copies of Mr. Klayer's practicum to
new members in the Health and Fitness department.

A Diagnostic Health Fitness
Program for the College Student
The ph)'sical fitness program being offered at
the writer s college was limited to courses in the
traditional sports. The author developed and
implemented a program centered around a
diagnostic health fitness course. The goal was to
provide students with a solid basis for the
Intelligent choice of activities that would enable
them to maintain a lifetime of health and fitness
through habitual exercise.
The program consisted of informing the
students, assessing performance, and prescribing
and monitoring exercises. Appendices contain
the course syllabus, a health/fitness questionnaire, assessment fanTIs, exercise logs, and

various principles, policies, and releases. An
annotated bibliography of resource material is
also induded.

Practicum Advisor: James Whitaker, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona
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Students and instructors confer during the lunch break.
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Klein, Don
Don Klein is a Computer Specialist at Citrus Elementary
School, Indian River County, Florida. He completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The data base program developed in this
practicum continues to be used at the author's school.

Using a Computer Database for
Improving Student Management
Techniques in an Elementary
School
The goal of the project was to collect and
record data associated with student disruptions in order to provide global information
to staff members. The latter could then be in a
better position to make informed, intelligent
decisions when making plans involving student
management. A public domain computer
database program was modified to meet the
specific input and output requirements and
documentation was written on how to use the
database.
Teachers were instructed on how and when
to fill out the data entry forms, and office
personnel were trained on input and report
generating procedures. Midway through the
project, it was determined that the public
domain database software was not powerful
enough to handle the large volume of
recoras resulting from staff input. A commercial, machine language, database proved
more practical and time efficient. Appendices
include database forms, an instruction manual, and a teacher needs assessment survey.

Practicum Advisor: Paul Wessen, Ed.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Kouwenhoven, Marie
Marie Kouwenhoven is a first grade teacher at Caloosa
Elementary School, Lee County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. Ms. Kouwenhoven's principal noted how
this practicum project resulted in the lmproved teaching
performance and classroom management skills of Ms.
Kouwenhoven's intern teacher.

Increasing the Academic En~aged
Time and Effective Teachmg
Behaviors of Intern Teachers
The author provided a framework for
identifying and analyzing the classroom
management problems of student teachers. A
program was then developed that aimed at
Increasing student time-on-task and, subsequently, decreasing student misbehavior. The
procedure that was used involved observations, research on effective teaching behaviors,
application of this research, evaluations, and
refinements.

Upon implementation of the strategies
outlined in this practicum, the percenta~e of
academic on-tasK time increased significantly, classroom management improve(], and
the intern successfully completed the final
level of internship. Appendices include copies
of the observation and evaluation instruments
and the positive discipline plan that was used .
......................

Practicum Advisor: Elizabeth Harmon, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Myers
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Kreuzer, Susan K.
Susan Kreuzer is a teacher at C. H. Decker Elementary
School, Las Vegas, Nevada. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1987.
Ms. Kreuzer has conducted in-service worksliops on phonics,
based on her practicum, for new teachers of the first grade.

Developing the Decoding Skills of
First Graders Throu~h a Daily
Sequential Program In Phonics
The author developed and implemented
a sequential phonics approach in an effort to
improve the reading skills of first-grade
students. The approach used direct teaching
strategies, oral and written activities, and
sequential skill oriented board work. The goal of
the program was to produce successfully
independent readers who could automatically
recognize words by employing highly developed decoding skills.
Results obtained from a posttest indicated a
significant increase in the decoding skills of the
targeted group. These positive results indicated
that it would be worthwhile to extend the
ten-week program throughout the school year.
Rules, boardwork, games, and seatwork are
included in the appendices .

................ ,. ....
Practicum Advisor: Owen Roundy, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Kroeker, Judith A.
Judith Kroeker is an English teacher at Manatee High
School, Manatee County, Flonda. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. The activities and teaching methodologies used in this
practicum have become a permanent part oT the compensatory education classes at the author's school .

Increasing Comprehension in the
Low Ability Student through the
Use of Oral and Aural Reading
Low-ability students are daily confronted
with educational tasks they cannot perform
because they lack the skills enabling them to
make sense out of written materials. The aim of
this program was to help such students gain a
better understanding of the written work
through the use of practical materials, the
knowfedge of which is needed in meeting the
ordinary requirements of adult living.
Remediation was centered on four basic areas
of literacy: stated main idea, implied main idea,
fact and opinion, and cause and effect. The
resources and activities emphasized oral and
aural reading skills. Post scores showed dramatic
improvement in all areas of testing along with
improved self-concepts and attitudes toward
reading. Whereas 100 percent the students had
failed a pretest of the Aorida Functional Literacy
Test, at the conclusion of this ten week program 90 percent of the students earned
passing scores.

Praetieum Advisor: Ronald C. Fortner, Ed.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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LaFlam, Eunice H.
Eunice LaFlam is an English teacher at Manatee High
School, Manatee County, Flonaa. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduatei:ducation Module (GEM) Program in
1985. The author recommends the methods developed in this
practicum for use in any course where basic rules must be
learned and repetitively applied, such as in mathematics or
foreign language.

Improving Grammatical Skills
Throu~h a Technique of
Momtoring Errors in
Student Writing
This program was designed and implemented
by the author in an effort to improve students'
grammatical skills through self-analysis, evaluation, and individual assistance. The thesis was
that, when students can observe and trace their
improvement or digression in visual images,
they will become and remain aware of their
errors.

During the program, each student wrote a
weekly composition and maintained a chart on
which errors were recorded, including
punctuation, capitalization, spelling, agreement, and sentence structure. In addition to
this self-analysis, the teacher (author) identified
individual and group trends and provided
specific assistance in overcoming problem
areas. Results showed that stUDents decreased
the number of errors in their individual compositions. Appendices include the error chart and the
group chart, which shows the number of errors
on a weekly basis.

Practicum Advisor: Ronald C. Fortner, Ed.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Lair, Josephine H.
Josephine Lair is a teacher at Palmetto Junior High
School, Dade County, Rorida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986. Ms. Lair'S assistant principal has praised her project
for its usefulness to their school.

Creating a "Skill Tracker" for
Junior High Mathematics
Standards Related
Directly to Computers
Advanced seventh grade mathematics
students were tested on nine designated skills
as set by the Rorida Education Department
as standards related directly to computers and
calculators. Using the computer program
developed for thIs project, the students
entered the test results in order to receive a
prescription for the skills not mastered. After
working in drill packs and book references
for several weeks, students were tested again.
The students entered the test results in the
program and received a final printout listing the
nine skills and stating if the skill was mastered
or not. Posttest scores showed that the students
had increased their skill level by twenty-nine
percent. The project was recommended for
extension from the two month test period to
an entire year's time. Appendices mclude a
Cbmputer literacy survey and a printout of the
computer program.

Practicum Advisor: Spero McConnell, D .P.A.
GEM Site: Miami
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Langel, Janice Fay
Janice Langel is a teacher at Vail Pittman Elementary
School, Las Vegas, Nevada. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 198b.
An abstract of Ms. Langel's practicum study was published in
the Clark County SpeCIal Education Newsletter, and Ms. Langel
has conducted worksho~s based on this project both at her
school and at an inservlce for district-wide special education
teachers.

Using a Cross-Age Tutoring
Program to Enhance Sight Word
Recognition in Primary Resource
Room Students
Primary resource room students showed a
significant deficit in their ability to recognize
sight-word vocabulary. The researcher determmed that this deficit was due to insufficient
exposure to words, little positive reinforcement,
and a lack of consistent practice at providing
correct responses. The method devised to remedy
the deficit was the implementation of a ten-week,
cross-age tutoring program. Resource students
were arilled for 10 mmutes daily by fifth- grade
tutors. The drills were on the Dolch Basic ~ight
Word Vocabulary, the Queen's Vocabulary List,
and supplemental word lists. Positive verbal
and correct-response reinforcement was given
by the student tutors.
The tutors were selected from students who
were achieving significantly below predicted
potential. TheIr low levels of self-esteem or lack
of motivation had caused them to suffer from
social inadequacies. Results of the
10-week program were mixed, but raised a
number of questions and options for future
practice.

............... ,. .. ..

Practicum Advisor: Marjorie Conner, M.A.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Lethridge, Diane L.
Diane Lethbridge is a teacher of the gifted at Woodlawn
Elementary School, Highlands County, Florida. She completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The inservice program, developed as part of
this practicum, has been presented on an annual basis at the
author's school.

A Gifted Education Inservice
Program for Regular
Classroom Teachers
A local survey indicated that the majority of
regular education teachers were not able to
identify gifted students or to provide for their
affective and intellectual needs. A ten- week
inservice traininglrogram in gifted education
was developed an implemented for regular
classroom teachers at the elementary scI-lool
level. Multimedia workshops presented information on identification, differentiated curriculum, and socio-emotional development. Participation in boundary breakers, readings, creative
activities, demonstration lessons, and higher
level thinking skills involved all partiCipants.
A posttest survey indicated significant gains
in identifying the cnaracteristics and neeas of
the gifted and in developing positive attitudes. Although the majority of the teachers
could describe effective methods and materials
to use with gifted students, further training was
recommended so that these strategies would
be used in the classroom on a regular basis.
Appendices include samples of all materials
used in the inservice training.

Practicum Advisor: James E. Smith, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Sebring
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Locicero, Bonnie J.
Bonnie Locicero is a first-grade teacher at J. M. Ullom
Elementary School, Las Vegas, Nevada. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Modules (GEM)
Program in 1986. Ms. Locicero has written an article and has
started a parent newsletter containing methods parents can
use to reinforce listening skills a thorne.

Developing the Study Skills of
First Graders through a
Sequential Program of
Listening to Follow Directions
Because her first-grade students exhibited
deficiencies in study skills, the author developed a sequential approach to daily independent work. The approach involved the direct
teaching of integrated board work coupled
with activities designed to build the skill of
listening to follow directions. The program's
aims were to develop study skills and the skill
of listening to follow directions, and to
increase time on task during ind ependent work
time.
Direct teaching of se'luential integrated
board work was fOllowed by indepenaent work
time. Daily activities, designed to develop the
skill of listening, were followed by responses
involving action or writing. Results showed a
Significant increase in on-tasK behaviors. A
posttest of listening to follow directions indicated a highly significant increase in this skill.
Teacher directions and stud ent samples are
included in the appendices .
.... ** ........... ..

Practicum Advisor: Marjorie Conner, M.A.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Lou, Lillian L.
Lillian Lou is a teacher at Walter V. Long Elementary
School, Las Vegas, Nevada. She completed the ~aster's degree
in Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program In 1985.

Improving Penmanship Among
First Graders Using an Alternative
Handwriting Program
The author developed and implemented a
program for first-grade students who had
been identified as cfelayed in their development
of basic handwriting skills. The Palmer
handwriting methocf was combined with unique
readiness activities. These activities were
carefully selected to assist fine-motor development sequentially. The readiness activities
were housed at a Lan~age Arts Center to
which students were gIven twenty additional
minutes of daily access.
A posttest, measuring the spacing, legibility,
and size of the students' handwriting,
supported the use of the supplemental
activities. Improvement in all the areas was
noted. Appendices include a reference list of
readiness activities and suggestions for their use.

Practicum Advisor: Sue Daniel, M.A.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Lyman, Mary R.
Mary Lyman is a teacher at Paradise Elementary School,
Las Vegas, Nevada. She completed the master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Ms.
Lyman shared her practicum program with other kindergarten teachers at a Kindergarten Share Fair and developed
a packet, containing the original stories developed during this
project, which she Shared WIth kindergarten teachers in another
zone in 1986.

A Reading Readiness Sight-Word
Program for Use with
Kindergarten Students Having
Visual-Perceptual Deficits
As part of a reading readiness program, the
author developed and Implemented a program
for six kindergarten students identified" as
delayed in their development of word
recognition skills. The program's aims were to
prepare the learning disabled kindergarten
student for success in the first grade by
employing the rebus method. Words were
chosen carefully and followed a sequential
pattern.
The program contained two components:
the initial teaching of nine color words, and the
teaching of 22 sight words used most often in the
kindergarten vocabulary. One hundred percent
of the L.D. students involved in the study
achieved 82 percent mastery of the 31 words
presented; tliis is 2 percent higher than the
author had projected. A group of kindergarten teachers and parents were invited to the
author's classroom where a demonstration
was given by the author and the six targeted
students. Appendices include pages USIng the
22 sight words and examples ofkindergarten
work.

..... ,. ............ ..
Practicum Advisor: Marjorie K. Conner, M.A.
GEM Site: Las Vegas
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Malcolm, Peggy F.
Peggy Malcolm is a kindergarten teacher at Oakpark
Elementary School, Brevard County, Florida. She completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 19!f6. During the implementation of this practicum
study, the activities and related events were videotaped
and photographed for use in demonstrations and inservice
activities tnat the researcher has since conducted.

Improving Perceptual Motor
Skills of Kindergarten Children
Through a Developmental
Physical Program
A program of developmentally sequenced
motor activities was written and implemented
to improve the perceptual motor skills and
enhance the physical development of kindergarten students. For a period of ten weeks,
students were exposed to daily instruction
and experiences. Student assistants and a
teacher aide provided additional small group
instruction.
Posttest scores on the Central Florida Gross
Motor Screening Inventory and a Kindergarten
Fitness Survey showed improvement in motor
skill ability and physical fitness. Parents, surveyed at the conclusion of the program, reported
the improved motor ability of the students and
commented favorably regarding the program.
Appendices include a copy of tne program
handbook and a copy of tne the testing instruments used to measure achievement.
....................

Practicum Advisor: Janice Dike, M.A.
GEM Site: Orlando
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McDermott, James R.
James McDennott is an English teacher at Boyd Anderson High School, Broward County, Florida. He completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1986. Mr. McDermott sent copies of the
resource list, developed as part of this practicum, to every
high school in Broward County, and has continued to expand
and develop the scope and goars of this project.

Using the Newspaper to Teach
Reading Skills
The practitioner developed and implemented
an alternative to standard textbook/packet
learning. The newspaper was used as a
learning material source for remediating ninth
graders found deficient in the four basic
reading skills of stated idea, implied idea,
distinguishing between fact and opinion, and
following wntten directions. The program
featured the use of a multitude of newspaperrelated activities.
Four specific units, emphasizing each of the
targeted skills, were presented over a 100week
development period. Evaluation devices
(tests, logs, and surveys) showed positive
results and significant gains. Especially evident
were significant improvements in cognition
and attItudes toward reading. Appendices
include all the necessary agendas needed to
implement the IO-week program.

Practicum Advisor: Virginia Haley, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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McFadden, Mary
Mary McFadden is a teacher at Cypress Lake High School,
Lee County, Florida. She completed the master's aegree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Ms.
McFadden has shared the strategies used in this practicum
with other teachers of writing in Lee County.

Strategies for the Effective Use of
Peer-Editing in Writing Classes
The author placed a targeted group of students into cooperative learning teams in an
effort to improve their writing skills. For eight
weeks, they worked in these teams on learning
and applying peer editing techniques.
Structured activities included group
dictation, sentence combining, and the
development and use of comment sheets for
providIng feedback on compositions. In
addition to the goal of increasing the quality of
student writing, the program sought to
increase time on-task durIng group work and to
improve student attitudes toward writing.
Results were favorable. A postobservation
indicated a 27 percent increase in on-task
behavior over a preobservation. On a survey, 82
percent of the students perceived themselves as spending at least three-fourths of the
time on task during the final editing session.
Student grades on writing increasea an average
of 34 percent. Finally, students, interviewed by
!neutral teacher observer, commented favorably on their experiences with peer editing and
teamwork. Extensive appendices are included .
......................

Practieum Advisor: J. Richard Lewis, Ph.D.
GEM SITE: Fort Myers
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Meils, Elaine A.
Elaine Meils is a music teacher at Village Green Elementary School, Dade County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education MOdule (GEM)
Program in 1986. The author has enhanced the pro~am
developed in this practicum, and she has shared these Ideas
and software with other music teachers in Dade County.

Developing Music History
Knowledge through ComputerAssisted Instruction
The au thor led a team in developing and
implementing a model program deSIgned to
improve the knowledge of music history in
fifth-grade students. Computer-assisted
instruction was chosen as the delivery system.
The goals of the Rrogram were to enable the
students to identify the different periods of
music history, the styles and composers of
each period, and the particular style of each
composer.
A posttest indicated that the program had
been successful in improving the students'
knowledge of music history. The model program received favorable comments from
students, teachers, and parents and is recommended for use in similar settings. Appendices
include a schedule of activities and a letter to
the parents.

.. ................. ..
Practicum Advisor: Patricia Curry, M.A.
GEM Site: Miami.
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David Kramek proudly presents the results of his practicum project to South Florida educators .
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Miller, Virginia H.
Virginia Miller is a teacher at Seminole Presbyterian
School, Hillsborough County, Florida . She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The success of Ms. Miller's practicum
project has led to the course becoming establisned as a
permanent part of the school's fine arts curriculum.

The Design and Implementation
of a Speech, Drama, and
Communications Course for
Junior High Students
The project's goal was to expand a private
Christian day scnool's fine arts program.
Specific goals were to address the personal
needs of the junior high adolescent and to
increase the interactions between the school's
junior high and primary and elementary
students. Students proceeded through a
sequence of activities chosen to meet their skills,
needs, and interests. Four areas were targeted
for development: listening and observIng,
planning and teaching, writing and directing,
and speaking and aChng.
Evaluations of indiVidual student performances showed increased abilities in oral
presentation. Both students and staff expressed positive opinions about the value of the
class activities. Appendices include specific
course activities, evaluation instruments, and
samples of student work.

Practicum Advisor: Wendell Howze, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Tampa
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Mock, Anthony Gordon
Anthony Mock is an instructor at International High
School, Segovia, Spain. He completed his ed ucational
specialist cfegree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
I'rogram in 1986.

Team Learning in Foreign
Language Study: An Experiment in
Overseas Study Programs
The author developed and implemented a
program in which high school students from the
United States, participating in a summer language
and cultural program, receIved instruction tfirough
a team learning method. The goals of the
program were to increase the learning of
Spanish and to improve the morale of the
group. Members of a group worked cooperatively for the success of all team members in
(1) achieving one year's language growth in
seven weeks, (2) adapting more easily to a
foreign culture, and (3) in becoming part of the
culture being experienced and investigated.
A posttest showed an overall language improvement of nearly .9 of a year of study. Surveys of both students and teachers showed that
morale was significantly improved when compared to past years' programs. Finally, nearly
every student mdicated that individual needs had
been met.
....................

Practicum Advisor: Carmen Dumas, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Moore, Shirley H.
Shirley Moore is a teacher at Ortona Elementary School,
Volusia County, Horida. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.
Ms. Moore has conducted a school-based workshop for
intermediate and gifted teachers, and the model developed in
this practicum has been recommended for use in other academic disciplines.

Improving Higher Level Thinking
Skills in Mathematics
The practitioner implemented an in-depth
mathematics program for a group of multiability level sixth grade students. The goals were
to improve higher level thinking skiIls and
attitudes toward problem solving. Teacher
resources included a learning cooperative,
flexible grouping, outdoor classroom, use of
audio and visual equipment, and the creating of
artifacts. The praC!1 Iioner employed the process
approach to teaching, which teaches the subskills of problem solving.
Results indicated that the targeted group of
students improved their mathematics proDlem-solving skills and their attitudes toward
problem solving. Other improvements were
noted in sentence structure and punctuation
skiIls. The students also showed improvement in
comprehension of maps, charts, tabfes, and
graphs. Finally, higher toleration levels of
peer interaction were fostered, and student
artistic skills were enhanced.

Practicum Advisor: Kathryn Kemmer, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona Beach
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Neal, Carol S.
Carol Neal is an educator at Westminster Academy, Broward
County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in W8S. Ms.
Neal has shared the results of this practicum with yearbook
advisors from other schools, at an annual conference workshop, and with the local representative of the josten's Publishing Company.

A Computer Program for
Facilitating Record Keeping in
Yearbook Advertising
The author developed and implemented a
computer program to keep an accurate, up-tadate accounting of the aavertisements in a
school's yearbOok. The program, written in the
BASIC language for the Apple lIe or a compatible computer, records all data for advertising
accounts and patron accounts. A billing letter is
also provided.
Tne program keeps the following data on
advertisers: the advIsor, the salesperson, the
quarter the ad was sold, and when the ad was
paid . A separate portion of the program keeps
the same information for the patron accounts.
The final portion of the program writes a billing
letter to tne customer. The appendices include a
list of fund raising methods and an affective
questionnaire to the advisor and the business
staff.

.. .................. ..
Practicum Advisor: Judy Cuyler, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Neely, Charles Scott
Charles Neely is a teacher at Rogers Middle School, Broward
County, Florida. He completed the master' s de~ree in the
graduate Education Moc:fule (GEM) Program In 1986.
The administration of his school has recommended this project
as a possible inservice workshop model for beginning teachers.

Improving Classroom Management
Skillsto Promote Proper
Use of Referrals
Because teachers who use an excessive
number of referrals need to improve their classroom management skills, this program was
developed and implemented. Its aims were to
reduce the number of overall referrals by
identifying a targeted group of six teachers who
used an excessive number of referrals, encouraging them to participate in a series of eight workshops, and establishing a monitoring system
involving observation Checklists used by the
author and the targeted teachers themselves.
The eight worksnops sought to show these
teachers now to involve low achievers actively
in the learning process, how to improve teacherstudent interaction, and how, through open
discussion, to improve communication with the
administration. The techniques were taught by a
team consisting of a guidance counselor, an ESE
specialist, the school psychologist, an administratIve assistant, and the writer. All targeted
teachers showed improvement in reducing the
number of referrafs and an improveaawareness of support services both within school and
community. Lectures, group projects, and
observation checklists are included in the appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Florence Korr, Ed.S.
GEM Site: FI. Lauderdale
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Newton, Geraldine B.
Geraldine Newton is a teacher at Trenton High School
Gilchrist County, Florida. She completed the master's degree '
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985.
Ms. Newton has written a manual, based on this practicum, for
sharing her methods with other teachers.

Using the Self-Monitoring of
Attention Span to Improve
the Mathematics Performance of
Learning Disabled Children
A program was implemented to aid
learning disabled students, in 19"ades three
through six, to self-monitor theIr attention
spans. The program was based on the theory
that increased attention spans would result in
more time spent on task, and that more time
spent on task would result in increased performance, as measured by achievement on the math
section of the Wide Range Achievement Test.
A recorded "beeper" was set up to
remind students to stay on task. Students
marked a checksheet to indicate whether or not
they had been on task when the "beep" went
off. At program's end, all students showed an
increase of at least four months in mathematics achievement as well as a decrease in off-task
behavior. Appendices include a performance
monitoring chart and the student attention
cl'lecklist.
............................

Practicum Advisor: Sally Larson, Ed.D_
GEM Site: Gainesville
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Nocerini, Monica
Monica Nocerini is a teacher at Colbert Elementary
School, Broward County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1985. Ms. Nocerini has created a packet of materials,
based on her practicum, which she has distributed to other
classroom teachers.

Using a Four-Stage Teaching Strategy to
Improve the Library Skills of
Fifth-Grade Children
Results on the Reference Section of the
California Achievement Test and the Test of
Library /Study Skills, Level I had, over several
years, pointed to a weakness in student library
skills at the author's school. The author put into
practice a teaching strategy to increase these
skills in a fifth grade class. Over 10 weeks, two
times a week for 40 minutes a class, the
author used various activities and handouts.
Two-week periods were spent on each of the
following areas: arrangement of books, card
catalog, table of contents and indexes, and
reference books.
Results of posttesting showed that the
children had increased theu skills by 10
percent and were demonstrating more positive
attitudes toward library class. On the California Achievement Test, the targeted class
scored 7.0 grade level in reference skills.
Induded in the appendices are the handouts
used by the author .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Ellen Winikoff, M.Ed.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Obrand, Shelley
Shelley Obrand IS the coordinator and head teacher of the
Learning Disabilities Program at the Baudhuin Oral School,
Nova University, Browara County, Florida . She completed the
Master's Degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1985.

The Training and Supervision of
Practicum Students in the Use of
Precision Teaching with
Exceptional Children
The aims of this practicum were to increase the repertoire of instructional methods
and behavioral management techniques for
teachers of K-6 exceptional students. A training manual was developed consisting of 10
learning packets. Each packet contained readings, hand-outs based on lectures, and samples
of teaching techniques.
The program contained three preservice workshops and seven inservice workshops. The format for each session was
lecture, demonstration, and group learning experiences. A pesttest administered to particIpants
showed a significant increase in knowledge
and al?plication of instructional methods and
orgamzational and management techniques.
Appendices include the traIning manual.

........... ,.. ..............
Practicum Advisor: Melinda Ossorio, M.Ed.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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O'Loughlin, Linda M.
Linaa O'Loughlin is a teacher at Jupiter Elementary
School, Palm Beadl County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in T986.

Using Left and Right Hemispheric
Approaches For Improving the
Short Vowel
Skills of Second Graders
Twenty-one second grade students in
the author's class were identified by the Ann
Arbor test for short vowels as being skill
deficient in that area. The author obtained
materials for a 25-minute per day, 10-week,
project to teach vowels using auditory,
visual, and kinesthetic approaches. The
children were taught in a play atmosphere
containing no threats but many rewards.
A second administration of the Ann Arbor
test, a t the end of the 10 weeks, showed the
targeted group averaging a 46.7 percent
increase in correct responses. This increase
exceeded the 30 percent the author had
predicted. In conducting the research for this
practicum, the author became aware of how few
materials there were available for the testing
and teaching of phonics, particularly in the area
of short vowels. Furthermore, it was the
experience of the author that many of the
materials that were then available tended to
confuse rather than enlighten the child.

Practicum Advisor: Kenneth Hudson, Ed.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Parker, Gay E.
Gay Parker is a teacher at Lake Howell High School,
Orange County, Florida. She completed the educational specialist degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1"987. Ms. Parker collected the procedures used in her
practicum into a handbook, which she sent to her county's
office coordinator. The handbook was then distributed
throughou t the school district.

Using Motivational Devices for
Improving the Proofreading Skills
of Secondary Students
A major problem facing a typing-skills
class is learning to proofread, in order to produce a mailable copy. More often than not,
proofreading is not formally taught in such
courses but IS assumed to occur naturally as
students recognize its intrinsic value to them
(Sustaita,1983). Although there exist many
techniques on how to teach proofreading there is
little available on how to motivate students
sufficiently so that they are willing to proofread their work in a continuous and meticulous
fashion.
This practicum addressed this problem by
first testing the students so as to measure their
existing proofreaders' symbols. After identifying errors, the writer introduced the students to
a series of exercises that contained new techniques that the students found to be interesting,
fun, and competitive. A posttest showed a 66
percent decrease in the total number of errors
made, and 24 out of 25 students were able to
decrease in the number of errors they made.
Appendices contain an error checksheet, proofreading tests, and a "Classroom Exchange Tally
Sheet."

Practicum Advisor: Carol Quick, M,S.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Paul, Mary K.
Mary Paul is a teacher at Bayview Elementary School,
Broward Counl)', Florida. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 198b. As
a result of the success of Ms. Paul's practicum project, the head
custodian at Bayview Elementary was nominated by the
school's staff for Broward County Custodian of the Month.

Implementation of a Systematic
Method of Improving Custodial
Services
The author, with the aid of the head custodian and principal, developed and implemented a model program to Improve custodial
services in a small school with limited resources. The program's aims were to improve
the quality of custodial services and develop clearer channels of communication
between custodial staff and faculty .
A number of inservice workshops were
con-ducted with teachers and custodians,
weekly teacher surveys were taken by the
author, and their results communicated to
the head custodian. At the conclusion of the
ten-week implementation period, results
showed appreciable improvement in custodial
services ana in the communications among
custodial staff, faculty, and student body.
Appendices include a custodian handbook and
handouts.

.. .................. ...
Practicum Advisor: Fran Winfrey, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Pettit, Amy
Amy Pettit is an elementary teacher at Tropical Elementary
School, Broward County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986. The computer program, developed by the author as part
of her practicum, has been donated to therublic domain
catalogue of the Broward County Schoo District SO that
other county teachers have been able to use it with their
students.

Using Computer-Assisted
Instruction to Improve the
Mathematical Problem-Solving
Abilities of Third-Grade
Students
Problem solving, involving monetary
skills, is included as part of the Minimum
Student Performance Standards Test administered to all third graders in Florida. The
author developed and implemented a computer
program that focused upon the importance
of estimating in developing skills necessary to
solving wora problems having to do with
money and the making of change. In addition
to estimating, the program incruded reading,
understanding, analyzing, and computing
skills.
Parents were asked to provide written documentation concerning activities performed at home. Each student was given
the opportunity to view the computer program
and work on an individualized basis with
the author. At the end of the instructional
period, a posttest and attitudinal survey
showed improvement in both ability and
confidence.

.

.................. ..

Practicum Advisor: Sheila G. Nelin
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale

80

Phillips, Helen Marie Mathews
Helen Phillips is a teacher of the mentally handicapped at
Metatherapy Institute, Inc., Dade County, Florida . She
completecfthe master's degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The author recommends the
strategies in this practicum project for use with all elementary
students who are beginning readers.

Teaching Three Individualized
Reading Strategies, Based on
Modality Strength, to Mentally
Handicapped Students
in a Congregate Living Center
The aim of this practicum was to improve
the reading comprehension of mentally
handicap{X'd readers and nonreaders livmg
together m a center. Reading materials, to
which the students could relate in an independent living environment, were presented.
Each student received materials according to
his/her modality strength. These reading
materials focused on tlie skills of sequencing
and following directions.
Some students were used as reading tutors
for the others. Results showed that each student's general comprehension level was raised
during the instruction period . Appendices
inclucfe a copy of the reading materials used
and a tutorial observation checklist.
..........................

Practicum Advisor: Dr. Willie J. Wright
GEM Site: Miami
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Pisano, Thomas N.
Thomas Pisano is a teacher at Desert Springs Elementary
School, Scottsdale, Arizona. He comEleted tne master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.
The program, developed as part of this f'racticum, has been
adoptecfby other teachers in the author s school.

Improving Instructional Efficiency
Through the Implementation of
Computerized Management and
Prescriptive Analysis
The author implemented a computerized management system to improve instructional efficIency in the reading, language, and
mathematics curricula of a mIxed abilIty group
of fifth-grade students. Grading and prescnptive analysis were provided through the use of a
variety of computer application software. A
data base of student information was formed,
and parents were contacted via grade sheet
reports and word processed form letters. The
program took place during one school year.
No textbook was uSed for language arts
instruction. The teacher modeled the writing
process on the word processors, and the
students used this medIUm to produce written
assignments. Keyboard skills were taught
dUTlng computer science and language arts lab
periods. Reading groups, objective mastery,
review instructIon, test analysis, and objecti"e tracking were all conducted via computer
software reports. Favorable improvements
were made by the targeted students on the
Iowa Test of Basic Skills in the areas of math,
reading, and language arts. Appendices
include model data bases, grade reports, and
reading progress reports .

........ "" ...........
GEM Advisor: Robert Becke, M.S.
GEM Site: Phoenix
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Plank, Sandra
Sandra Plank is a teacher at Edison Park Elementary
School, Dade County, Florida . She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986. Ms. Plank recommends her program for other second
grade Chapter I/Regular classes where skill building is
needed in the listening comprehension area.

Improving the Listening
Comprehension Skills of Chapter
One Second-Grade Students
The aim of the author's program was to
help Chapter One students acnieve higher scores
on the Stanford Achievement Test in the area of
listening comprehension. The author chose
children's literature as the vehicle through which
listening skills were to be developed. Games,
role playing, flannel board with cutouts, and skill
sheets were also utilized.
The program contained three basic components: prelistening skills, listening to and following
directions, and listening comprehension skills.
The third component,listenmg comprehension
skills, included the subskills ofrecallIng details
and main ideas, sequenCing, associating, and
extending into reaflife situations. Results were
generally positive. Appendices include skill
Ilank worksheets, a list of games and stories used,
and a teacher's handbook .
.......................

Practicum Advisor: Amy Dansky, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Prey, Elizabeth D.
Elizabeth Prey is a teacher at Rogers Middle School,
Broward County, Florida. She completed the master's degree
in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986.
Based on the results of her practicum, Ms. Prey's principal
hired two extra teachers to expand the program at the school.

Improving the Attendance of
Chronic Truants in the Middle
School
The aims of the program, developed
and implemented by the author, were to
reduce student absences, raise low academic
grades resulting from absenteeism, and instill
positive feelings about school and self in the
students. A targeted group' of 12 sixth-grade
chronic truants was identified and placed in an
alternative, self-contained classroom. Peer
counseling and tutoring sessions focused on the
students' homework and self-€steem.
A peer buddy system was developed to
monitor daily attendance, and frequent contacts
with students' homes were made. Results
were measured by surveys, observations, discipline referrals, attendance records, and grades.
In general, data analysis suggests that the
program was effective for a particular type of
chila. Individual student profiles and
records are included in the appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Virginia A. Haley, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Rainwater, Mara V.
Mara Rainwater is an adult education teacher at Manatee
Area Vocational and Technical Center, Manatee County,
Horida. She completed the educational specialist degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) 1'rogram in 1985.
Ms. Rainwater recommends her practicum program for
other areas of the curriculum that face the problem of student
attrition.

A" is for "Absent": Usin~
Behavioral Strategies in Readmg,
Writing, and Renumeration to
Address Truancy's Agenda
II

The author developed and implemented strategies to address the problem of
truancy among young adults attending adult
high school. In the process of improving attendance, the program sought to remediate
derivative problems, suefi as academic
alienation, the non-completion of course work, and
the non-mastery of course content. The program
used an individualized approach that included
access to high interest materials in a positive,
self-directed, academic environment.
An attendance lottery (tOO dollars) was
billboarded two weeks after the beginning of the
practicum to measure the importance otfinancial
reward relative to the other changes being made
in the learning environment. A student survey,
conducted at The conclusion of the project,
showed improvement in attitude toward reading
and school. Pre- and posttest results provided
evidence that content mastery had improved.
Eighty-two percent of the students attended at
least 60 percent of the scheduled classes. Appendices include locator sheets for self-directed
activities.

,. ................ ..
Practicum Advisor: Ruth Hamilton, M.A.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Reck, Gene
Gene Reck is a microcomputer supervisor at Manatee
Community College, Sarasota County, Florida. He completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986

Keeping Pace with New
Technology: An Introductory
Course in Robotics, FORTH,
and Artificial Intelligence
A model course for college students
was developed by the author. The goal was to
introduce and educate students to emerging
technologies that should prove to be of
importance in the future. This pilot course
indicated one of several possibfe directions that
computer science education might take in the
near future.
The course featured four areas of emphasis: FORTH programming, elementary efectronic theory, robOtics, and artificial intelligence.
A posttest showed that students were able to
answer correctly 86 to 98 percent of the
questions. Appendices include robot design
diagrams, a syllabus of the course, and
SUpport matenals.

Practicum Advisor: Robert Campbell, M.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Reynolds, James Christopher
James Reynolds is a reading specialist at Kenilworth Elementa!), School, Phoenix, Arizona. He completed the
speciahst degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Vrogram in 1986. The activities and forms developed by Mr.
Reynolds have been used in other programs in his district.

The Effects of Parent Assisted
Homework on the Reading
Achievement of Chapter I Students
The author developed a project to have
parents monitor and record involvement in
their child's homework. The goal was increased student reading scores and greater
parental involvement in the schoolinglrocess.
The targeted group was disadvantage Chapter
I students.
The project employed meetings and communiques with parents, questionnaires sent to teachers, students, and parents, the development of
homework assignments, and the recording of
returned homework. The results showed
increased reading scores and improved
attitudes toward school by the students.
Parental involvement also Increased at both the
classroom and building levels. Appendices
include questionnaires, letters, homework
calendars, and a horne team learning activities
pamphlet.

................ "' ....
Practicum Advisor: Jeanne Saint-Amour, Ph.D.
GEM Site: Phoenix
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Richardson, Michael C.
Michael Richardson is a teacher at Barron C. Collier High
School, Charlotte County, Aorida. He completed the master s
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
198'8. Mr. Richardson is continuing to test and refine the program developed as part of this practicum.

Improving Achievement on the
Geography Related Performance
Standards of the American History
Curriculum
The problems addressed by this practicum
were identified by both a teacher questionnaire and
student pretests. The program's alms were twofold: to assist the teacher In an area in which
materials were not available, and to raise the
achievement of students in basic geographical
knowledge and its application to American
history.
Over a period of nine weeks, students constructed a historical atlas of maps that correlated
with their regular history studies. They also
received a study guide to use the maps for reviewing for tests. The materials produced and student
test results argue for the success of the program.
Instructional materials are included in ihe appendices.

Praetieum Advisor: Richard Manning, Ed.D.
GEM: Fort Myers
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Ronca, Courtney C.
Courtney Ronca is a sixth-grade teacher at Pine Trail Elementa,), School, Vol usia County, Rorida. She completed her
master s degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. Ms. Ronca's practicum project received
recognition by the Volusia County science supervisor, was
written up in the Volusia County Schools Paper, was presented
by the author at a county-wide teacher workshop, and was
extended to the district's gifted centers.

Using a Peer Approach in
the Science Lab
The writer implemented a 10-week intensive science program for the fourth, fifth, and
sixth-grade stuaents and one self-contained SLD
class of intermediate students. The two goals of
the program were to increase the number of
students using the lab and to increase the total
amount of time the lab was in use. A multimedia approach was used as an introductory
overview for each of the three major science
units. These overview lessons were conducted by
two sixth-grade students.
Phase two of each unit, also student led,
included a class experiment with accompanying
worksheet activities. The final phase of each urnt
consisted of a series of ten different experiments
relating to the unit. Thirty lab stations were set
up to accommodate classes of up to 30 children.
Each station was manned by a sixth grader who
assisted in deciphering d irections or in helping
with equipment and safety. Results showed tnat
both objectives had been met: the number of
students using the lab and the amount of time the
lab was in use both increased.

Practicum Advisor: Kathryn K. Kemmer, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona Beach
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Ronca, Joseph S.
Joseph Ronca is a third-grade teacher at Pine Trail Elementa,), School, Volusia County, florida. He completed the
master s degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. Mr. Ronca's principal said that he felt, " ...
compelled to mention that Mr.~onca's project was a great
success and a real asset to Pine Trail Elementary School."
The author notes that this program is easily adaptable to any
school's lunchroom procedures.

Improving Cafeteria Behavior
Usmg Behavior Modification
Previous methods for controlling the lunchroom behavior of students, in a kindergarten
through sixth-grade elementary school, fiad
proven ineffective. The author set up a behavIOr modification system in which a'ppropriate
behavior was reinforced. The cafetena was
gi ven a more pleasing appearance. Behavior
cues were visibly displayed, and a soundsensitive traffic light was installed. Rewards
were given for appropriate behavior.
Results showed that noise level could be
controlled. At least 60 percent of the classes
earned the opportunity to receive a weekly
reward for following cafeteria rules. The faculty
and administration voted to make the project an
ongoing program. Appendices include cafeteria
rules, gUldehnes, and procedures.

Practicum Advisor: Kathryn K. Kemmer, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona Beach
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Schwartz, Barbara
Barbara Schwartz is a teacher at Southwest Miami High
School, Dade County, Aorida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program, in
198'6. The author has reported the benefits of this study in
numerous science newsletters and journals.

A Program to Help the Field/
Dependent Chemistry Student
Solve Word Problems
Problem solving is the most complex form
of human activity, ana one of the hardest skills to
teach. Field/dependent students (those whose
performance range perception is strongly dominated by the prevailing field) have the greatest
difficulty doing worn problems (stoicruometry)
because they cannot separate relevant clues from
misleading clues. Fifty- eight percent of the
regular hIgh school chemIStry students in this
study were found to be field/dependent.
The author created and implemented a
program containing six basic components:
mdividual blackboards, games, analogies, special
labs, imagery, and testing format. After ten
weeks, it was found that 60 percent of the students could handle 60 percent of the basic
word problems. There was also an improvement
in the students' self-confidence concernmg their
ability to handle these problems. The appendices include the questiorung format and the
blackboard and game instructions .
............................

Practicum Advisor: Patricia Curry, M.A.
GEM Site: Miami
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Simpson, Carol J.
Carol Simpson is a world history teacher at Oak Ridge
High school in Orange County, Florida. She completed tlie
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The note-taking technique described in this
practicum project has been presented by the researcher at
a number of interdisciplinary workshops on reading held at
her high school.

Using Mapping as an Alternative
to Traditional Note Taking
A method of effective and creative notetaking skills was introduced to failing tenthgrade world history students in an attempt to
Improve their test scores. The program consisted
of a note-taking survey, the teaching of six
mapping exercIses, and the testing and evaluating of results.
After surveying the students on their notetaking skills to determine their views on note
taking, selected topics on world history were
taught along with corresponding mapping
techniques. l.2uizzes were given on a once a
week basis for ten weeks. Evaluation showed
that average to below average students benefit
greatly from such a system of note taking.
The researcher strongly recommends th,s
strategy for use in any and all classes, at the high
school or middle school level, and especially for
the average and below average student. Appendices include sample mappmgs .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Michael Kahn, Ph.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Sisemore, Jenann S.
Jenann Sisemore is a teacher at Manatee High School,
Manatee County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Pr0 ram in
1985. Many area schools have contacted Ms. Sisemore9s
principal and guidance departments for the course description
developed as part of this practicum.

Preparing Above-Average High
School Freshmen
for the Verbal Skills Section of the
National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test
The author developed and implemented a
program for above-average students in an
accelerated English honors class. The program
placed a great emphasis on vocabulary development ana general test-taking skills. The aims
were student improvement in test scoring and in
the mastery of verbal skills in prel'aration for
possible selection in the National MeritSchoIarship Program.
Instruction was offered in general testtaking skills in four areas: antonym, sentence
reading comcompletion,
analogy, and
prehension. Students were given several
practice tests and instructions of a general
nature for taking aptitude-type tests. Student scores showed large increases. Appendices include a sample vocabulary unit.
......................

Practicum Advisor: Ronald Fortner, Ed.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Smith, Verden T.
Verden Smith is a teacher at Fort Lauderdale High School,
Broward County, Florida . He completed the master's degree
in the Graduate :Education Module (GEM) Program in 19!f6.
Mr. Smith's 'principal cited the excellence of his project and
the fact that It was well received by students, faculty, parents,
and administrators.

Strategies for the Socialization of
Learning Disabled Students at the
Secondary Level
Studies have indicated that socialization
appears to be the keystone of adolescent development. However, learning disabled students
at the seconda~ level are found to have inferior
socialization skIlls for interacting with peer
groul's and poor self-perceptual skills.
This researcher used the followin~ two
instruments to measure a target group s
interpersonal and socialization skills: the
!PAT-Anxiety Sale Questionnaire Test-SelfAnalysis Form (Cattell, Krug, Scheier) and the
Self-fnventory (Simon-Howe-Kirschenbaum).
A socialization skills program was then implemented. The program used peer counseling,
observations, filmstrips, and guest speakers.
Results showed improvements in selfesteem, increased communication with peer
groups, and more positive attitudes towards
self and others. The sample instruments are
included in the appendices .
.......................

Practicum Advisor: Denise Elgart, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Ft Lauderdale
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Stein, Sandra

Sandra Stein is a teacher at Fienber&-Fisher Community Education Center, Dade County, F1onda. She completed the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module
(GEM) Program in 1986.

Improving the Skill of Analysis in
Fifth and Sixth Grade Academic
Excellence Students
The writer's program, designed to increase
the cognitive skill of analysis, Involved an
eclectic approach combirung language arts,
mathematics, and social studies. The program
employed daily and weekly lessons and a three
week research project. Assessment was
conducted on a weekly basis through anecdotal
records, check lists, and numerical evaluation
forms.
Post test scores on the Ross Test of Higher
Cognitive Skills, correlated with check lists and
evaluation forms, indicated substantial gains by
students who had shown deficiency (befow the
30th percentile) in the pre-test. All passed the
post-test. Appendices include personal activity
check lists ana a lesson evaluation form .
......................

Practicum Advisor: Fran Winfrey, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Stockdale, Joyce L.
Joyce Stockdale is an S.L.D. teacher at North Miami Junior
High School, Dade County, florida. She completed the
educational specialist degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. Copies of this practicum were
made available to colleagues and other professionals in the
field. The author recommends the program to all subject area
teachers as a possible alternative to be used with students
having behavior and/or learning problems.

The Use of a Behavior Management
System to Increase the Performance
of Learning Disabled Students in
Secondary Mathematics
Learning Disabled (LD) students often
exhibit behaVIOrs that interfere with their learning.
Some of these inappropriate behaviors are
tardiness to class, walking around aimlessly, being
unprepared for class, talKing out, and drawing or
wrIting on tables, walls, desKs, and other school
property. The objectives of this program were to
increase the LD student's performance skills in
mathematics, to reduce inappropriate behaviors,
and to develop positive attitudes towards
mathematics, self, and others.
A behavior management system was set up
that involved each student in the planning and
program activities. Students serf monitored their
own behaviors. Learning centers were organized
and students were assigned to each for
specialized instructions. After 10 weeks of intensIve instructions, practice drills, and remediation and reinforcements, the target group of 30
students showed an increase in mathematics skills
and a reduction in inappropriate behaviors that
went beyond anticipation. The annotated bibliography contains a variety of resources, and a
dissemination package provides the base materials used.

.. ................ ..
Practicum Advisor: WylamerJe G. Marshall, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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Strassler, Roberta T.
Roberta Strassler is a teacher at Washington Elementary
School, Palm Beach County, Florida . She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986. She has appraised other teachers in the school center of
her findings, and the pro~am has been expanded to include
other grade levels at which students are experiencing
comprenension difficulties.

Improving Reading
Comprehension Skills
in Fifth Grade Students
The program consisted of six researchbased stra tegIes to help below average readers
improve their comprehension skills. The
strategies included the use of main ideas,
question-answer relationships, the cloze
procedure, the use of flowcharts, the prediction strategy, and the use of summaries.
Each strategy was introduced, described,
modeled, and practiced for one week during the
first six weeks and then reviewed during the
last four weeks. Feedback was provide(!, and
posters with pictures and short messages to
trigger the use of and announce the specific
strategy were designed by the author.
Each student's progress was measured by
the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test, Lever
Green, Form A. Results showed" that nine out
of the ten children raised their grade equivalent
scores at least half a ·g rade level (.5). The
mean comprehension increase was .6. Appendices include miniaturized drawings of the
comprehension posters.

Practicum Advisor: Kenneth Hudson, Ed.D.
GEM Site: West Palm Beach
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Stutes, Barbara B.
Barbara Stutes is a fifth-grade teacher at Cedar Hills
Elementary School, Duval County, Florida. She completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1985. Ms. Stutes has conducted an in-service
worKshop in which she has shared her innovative teaching
methods with other teachers.

The Application of Teaching
Strategies to Improve the Academic
Performance of
Right Brain Children
Through surveys and questionnaires, the au thor
was able to identify students having a right brain
dominance. From this list, a targeted group of five
students were selected for this study. Selection was
based on a pattern of low test scores, poor social
and scholastic achievement, and apathetic behavior.
Some of teaching strategies were created to
strengthen their right brain dominant mode and to
stretcn their left brain subdominant mode. These
strategies, formulated for daily implementation, were specific activities calling on reaction
from either brain hemisphere and the mutual collaboration of both to all cognitive processes. Some of
the strategies were of a daily repetitive nature and
made up the core of activities. To these were added
sequential activities that drew from past experience
and mastery. These latter included tactile, psycholJIOtor, and visual/ oralleaming innovations.
The results of post-testing showed improved
cognitive thinking, academic aChievement, and
affective behavior toward school work. The results
also revealed possible artistic potential in the
/7Oup. The teaching strategies have become an
mtegral part of the author's daily instruction. They
are also recommended to others as innovative
substitutes to routine methods and as ~ssible solutions to disciplinary and/or apathetic behavior on
the part of students.
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Duayne Dumbleton, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Jacksonville
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Talbert, Sharen S.
Sharen Talbert is a first-grade teacher at Oakpark Elementary School, Brevard County, Florida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1985. During the implementation of her practicum, Ms. Talbert tape recorded and photographed the
related events and activities. She has made extensive use of
these recordings at the demonstrations and in-service sessions
she has since conducted for educators and other interested
groups.

Developing Quality Reading Time
for the Parent and Child
Through a Teacher-Directed
Puppetry Program
A program was developed by the
author that combined puppets and books to
create a new approach to promoting at-home
reading time and increasing communication
between parents and their children. A special
shelving unit on wheels was designed tliat
housed colorful drawstring bags. The bags contained selected puppets, books, and tapes.
The unit was intrOduced to parents at an
evening meeting called to emphasize the
importance of at-home reading. The bags were
then made available for checI<-out by parents
and their children for a period of ten weeks.
Post-tests demonstrated improvement in
student self-concepts and attitudes toward
reading. Parents, surveyed at the conclusion of
the program, were positive about shared
experiences with their children, and they
reported that at-home reading time had both
increased and been enhanced. Appendices
include a list of books used in the program, a
puppet play written by the author, a newsletter to parents, and a booklet, written by the
author, to introduce the program to parents .
.......................

Practicum Advisor: Kathryn Kemmer, M.A.
GEM Site: Daytona Beach
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Taylor, Jean D.
Jean Taylor is an EH Resource teacher at Lutz Elementary
School, Hillsborough County, Aorida. She completed the
master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1986. The problem-solving program described
in this practicum has been presented by the researcher as an
in-service program to regular classroom teachers and EH
resource teachers.

A Mathematical Problem-Solving
Program to Improve the Skills and
Attitudes of EH Students
Both observation and research have determined that mathematical word problems can
be very difficult and defeating for the EH student.
A pre-test and attitude survey administered to a
target group at the researcher's school confirmed the need for strategies that would yield
success and motivate students.
Two basic strategies were employed: (1)
most activities were planned and carried out in
small group settings, and (2) a sequence of
skills was taught and practiced. The students
became actively involved through the simulation of a variety of real life situations demanding their use of the skills of logical thinking,
problem understanding, and problem solving.
Results pointed to significant improvement in
the students' mathematical problem solving
skills and attitudes. Appendices include
lesson plans.

.. ................ ...
Practicum Advisor: Mary Ann Ratliff, M.S.
GEM Site: Tampa
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Nava's President Fischler was warmly received as he addressed
educators at the Practicum Fair West Palm Beach and Fort Pierce
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Tierney, Mary Ellen
Mary Ellen tierney is a teacher at Apopka High School,
Orange County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. The
reading resource specialist at Ms. Tierney's school has used
video tape of the author, employing the graphic organizer as
part of her six-step, student-centered practicum project, at a
workshop at the University of Arizona.

Using Graphic Organizers to
Improve Reading Comprehension,
Retention, and Recall
The author developed student-centered
interactive lessons, using reading strategies called
graphic organizers, for iaentifying and aassifying
mam concepts, vocabulary, and objectives. These
lessons were used to study novels and short
stories in an eleventh grade English class taught
by the author. The program's goals were to
formulate, clarify, and evaluate concepts as found
in the reading selections, to increase the ability of
students to independently read books above the
grade's readin& level, and to develop in the
students a positive attitude toward reading.
During the ten week implementation period,
visual diagrams, graphic organizers, were applied
and rearranged untif a diagram evolved, showing
the interrelationship among concepts presented.
These graphic organizers were again used for
review and reinforcement. At the conclusion of
the implementation period, comprehension and
attitude did improve. This project is recommended for all English classes and content area
subjects. Appendices include sample graphic
organizers.

Practicum Advisor: Jean Ralph, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Tilles, Charlotte K.
Charlotte Tilles is a teacher at Griffin Elementary
School, Broward County, Florida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. Ms. Tilles has shared this project with other faculty
members at her school.

Improving Intennediate
Mathematics Problem Solving
Through Specific Instruction and
Self-Evaluative Techniques
Otherwise above-average fifth graders
were scoring poorly in tests involving mathematical wora problems. The author devised a
program to improve test scores, affective behavIors, the concept of, and basic skills for solving
word problems involving money and the
understanding of mathematical vocabulary.
Small diSCUSSIon groups were defined withm
the setting for the purpose of peer instruction, and large and small group instructional
techniques were employed.
Problem solving heuristics were introduced
and practiced. ProOiems were defined and
remediation was provided. A workbook was
developed that incorporated basic skills, lOgiC,
clue-word vocabulary, affective questioning
techniques, evaluative tools, a basic instructional plan, and an answer key. Four out of the
five oojectives of the project were successfully
met. The developed workbook, including
task sheets, is included within the appendices.

Practicum Advisor: Eunice McDonald, M.Ed.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale
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Tomlin Richard E.
Richard Tomlin is a professor of Health and Physical
Fitness at Manatee Community College, Manatee County,
Florida. He completed the master's degree in the Graduate
Education Modufe (GEM) Program in 1985.

A College Level Course in
Cardio-respiratory Fitness
A learning program was developed
and implementea by the author to instruct
young adult students in the importance of
cardia-respiratory fitness. The primary
goals of the program were to instruct students
about heart disease and the importance of
maintaining cardia-respiratory fitness to
reduce the risk of their developing heart
disease. Emphasis was placed on the
significance of healthy dietary habits and the
maintenance of exerCIse programs.
Twenty students were selected to participate in the program. A questionnaire was
aeveloped ana distributed to determine
each participant's range of risk regarding heart
disease. Dietary habits were also elicited and
evaluated. The targeted group was put on a
program of regular phySical exercise. At the
end of the program, data was obtained from the
participants that indicated significant improvement in fitness and attitudes towards exercise.
Testing also revealed an increase in the partiCipants' knowledge of heart disease and
ways to reduce its risk. Extensive appendices include charts, ratings, and scores.

Practicum Advisor: Ray Fusco, M.S.
GEM Site: Bradenton
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Tudor, Alan R.
Alan Tudor is coordinator of education programs at
Maclay State Correctional School, Leon County, Florida. He
completed the educational specialist degree in the Graduate
Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Mr. Tudor's
program, developed as part of his practicum, has been expanded and made available to all correctional institutions
throughout Florida.

Implementing the Florida
Minimum Student Performance
Standards in an Adult
Correctional Institution
The author implemented a model program to teach thira and fifth grade mathematics "Minimum Student Performance Standards for Florida Schools" to adult males at
a correctional institution . The program sought
to remediate those skills found to be
deficient on a diagnostic test. The program
provided instruction through learning activity
skill packets.
After nine weeks of instruction, each
student had achieved mastery in at least one skill
per week for each week of participation in the
program. Appendices include math tests,
learning activity skill packets, a list of minimum student performance standards, and
math skill cheCK lists.

Practicum Advisor: JoE lien Salce Rogers, Ph.D.
GEM Si te: Tallahassee
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Ulmer, James E., Jr.
James Ulmer is a third-grade teacher at Woodlands
Elementary School, Seminole County, Florida. He completed
the educational specialist degree in the Graduate Education
Module (GEM) Prol1,ram in 1985. Mr. Ulmer has been conducting "Parent Nights' at which time students read their books
and share the other activities, developed as part of this
practicum, that they have completed.

Motivating Third Grade Children
to Read During Their
Leisure Time
The program's aims were to motivate
the children to increase the number of books .
read for pleasure, write a book based on their
interests, and show an increase in the amount of
hours spent reading at home. The students, over
a 10 week period, were assigned silent reading
for 15 minutes a day. They also listened to
the teacher read orally for another 15 minutes
daily.
Activities were devised and carried out as
an alternative to book reports. Each student
completed a self-authored book. At the
conc1usion of the implementation period, a
post-test showed an increased interest in
reading as a leisure-time activity. An annotated bibliography reviews teaching strategies used in reading programs .

......... ,.. ........

Practicum Advisor: Linda Mallinson, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Wagoner, Janelle, D.
Janelle Wagoner is an art teacher at Fort Caroline
Elementary School, Duval County, Florida. She completed
the master's degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM)
Program in 1985. The project described in this practicum has
been expanded at the author's school to make it available to a
wider group of students.

Managing an Art Lab Through the
Use of Student Discovery Centers
The author initiated, developed, and
implemented the use of learning centers in the
art lab of an urban elementary school. The
project was intended to benefit students by
providing added instructional experiences
coupled to a stimulating approach to
elementary art education. The centers were set
up and maintained in the art lab facility.
Teachers regularly allowed students to
visit and use the centers. Students, teachers, and
the art specialist concluded that this had been
a positive, enriching experience for those
involved. All suggested that the project
become a permanent part of the art education
program. Appendices include a Center
GuiCle Containing a list of the supplies,
objectives, and goals of the ten centers.

Practicum Advisor: Patricia Atwood
GEM Site: Jacksonville
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Wassil, William M.
William Wassil is an art teacher at Zellwood Elementary
School, Orange County, Florida. He completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1986. Mr. Wassil has worked with the district art su~rvisor on
developing a continuing program based on this practlcum
project.

Improvin~

Self-Concept Through
Creative Activities in Art

The author developed and implemented a
program for improving childrens' poor selfconcepts through the use of creative art activities. The goals were improved self concepts
and better relationships among peers and families. School behavior and performance were
also expected to show progress. The program contained the following components:
screening,
objectives,
solutions, implementation of art projects, the evaluation of results,
and the development of a calendar for following
on with the program.
Positive results were measured according
to the author's self-concept through-art scale.
Parents and surveyed staff commented favorably
on the proposal for establishing an on-going
program. Appendices include sampres of
student work and the Feelin' Good calendar.
....................

Practicum Advisor: Jean Ralph, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Orlando
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Whittaker, Dorothy J.

Dorothy Whittaker is a teacher at Caloosa Elementary
School, Lee County, Horida. She completed the master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program
in 1986. She has presented in-service workshops, based on
this practicum, to other schools in her county.

Creative Writing: A Collection
and Implementation of
Techniques to Motivate
First Grade Writers
First grade students need to acquire both
the skills and confidence to write on an independent, voluntary basis. This program centered around a coUection of techniques and
strategies used to motivate and Instruct
young children on writing skills. The goals
were to increase the frequency of independent
writing behaviors, improve wri ting skills,
and develop positive attitudes toward writing.
Students engaged in daily structured
writing activities or in independent writing
endeavors over a ten-week penod. At the
conclusion of the program, the frequency of
independent writing was significantly increased, skill improvement was validated,
and an increase in motivation noted. Appendices include a listing of the strategies used
and student writing samples.

Practicum Advisor: Douglas Whittaker, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Ft. Myers
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Willig, Judith B.
Judith Willig is a teacher at Miami Southridge Senior
High School, Dade County, Florida. She received her master's
degree in the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in
1985. Some of the material developed by Ms. Willig for this
practicum has been used by her and other colleagues in presenting writing workshops.

Using Sentence Combinin& to
Improve the Syntactic Matunty of
Student Writing
Two tenth grade English honors classes
were given direct instruction in sentence
combining. The goal of the program was to
increase the syntactic complexity of these
students' writing products. In other words, the
objective was to enable them to express more
ideas and details in each sentence they wrote.
The students worked with two textbooks on
sentence combining and with sentences from
newspapers and a magazine.
Students were given lessons in sentence
combining as a means for understanding the
styles of two authors. Sentence combining was
used as a means for encouraging substantial
revision of essays. The wnting of an abstract
of the research paper was also approached
through sentence combining. Finally, exercises
utilizing different levels of thmking were analyzed. The results of a post-test measuring Tunit length indicated that students had progressed an average of four )fears during the ten
week implementation period .
....................

Practicum Advisor: Amy Dansky, Ed.D.
GEM Site: Miami
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WU,MingM.
Ming Wu is a teacher at Nova High School, Broward
County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in the
Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1986. This
report and the Computer Assisted Instruction (CAl) have been
placed on file at the Broward County Bilingual Office for use by
other teachers.

Remediating the Limited English
Proficient in Fraction Deficiencies
The writer designed a package of learning activities using fraction bars, peer
tutoring, structured vocabulary training, and
CAl. The package was used to help lImited
English-proficient (LEP) students master the
concept of fractions and acquire the necessary skills for computing fractions in a high
school bilingual class.
The students spent 30 minutes each day
over a period of eight weeks on the activIties.
Verbal communication and peer tutoring were
encouraged. A post-test showed that the
program was effective in remediating the
selected skills. Worksheets are inc\uaed
among the appendices .
.......................

Practicum Advisor: Judith Cuyler, M.S.
GEM Site: Fort Lauderdale

111

Ypsilanti, Cynthia F.
Cynthia Ypsilanti is a teacher at Grant Center Hospital,
Dade County, Florida. She completed the master's degree in
the Graduate Education Module (GEM) Program in 1985. Ms.
Ypsilanti has prepared a booklet based on tlie activities developed in her practicum that she has used in presenting inservice sessions for the education department at her school.

Improving the Expressive Skills of
Learning Disabled Students
through C.O.P.S and T.O.W.E.R
Learning Strategies
The author adapted T.O.w.E.R. and
C.O.PS. strategies from the Kansas Institute
for Research in Learning Disabilities Curriculum
Component. These strategies were implemented
at a private psychiatric hospital With students
exhibiting learmng and emotional problems.
The goar was to assist these students in
improving their forms of written expression by
strengthening their skills at focusing and organizing.
A variety of instructional materials was used.
By the concfusion of the implementation
period, 90 percent of the students exhibited
Improvements in organizing and editing their
forms of written expressIOn. Results indicated that the students could learn and apply
these strategies to writing assignments. The
strategies are recommended for use with other
popurations exhibiting learning and behavior
problems.

Practicum Advisor: Peter Paraskeva, D.P.A.
GEM Site: Miami
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Mary Ellen Sapp, Director
of Practicums, Programs in
Child and Youth Studies at
the Center for the
Advancement of Education
Master's Program for Child
and Youth Care
Administrators
Ed.D. Program in Early and
Middle Cfiildhood
Ed .D. Program in Child and
Youth Studies
B.Ed. University of Miami
M.Ed. Florida Atlantic
- - - - - - - - - - - - - ' University
Ph.D. The Ohio State
University

Mary Ellen Sapp has guided the practicum projects of
students In the Programs in Child and Youth Studies since 1981.
Her interests include facilitating the professional growth of
students by utilizing the practicum process to maximize their
potential. She supervised graduate students in their early
childhood practicum experiences at Oakland Universil)r In
Michigan and was supervisor of student teachers in early and
middle childhood at The Ohio State University. Mary Ellen
served as supervising school psychologist in a large school
district in Florida.
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PROGRAMS IN
CHILD AND
YOUTH
STUDIES
The Programs in Child and Youth Studies include the
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood, the Ed.D.
Program in Child and Youth Studies, the Master's Program for
Chifd and Youth Care Administrators, the conference series for
Child and Youth Care Administrators, and the publication
entitled The Child and Youth Care Administrator.
The Master's Program for Child and Youth Care Administrators (MCCA) is designed for administrators of day care and
preschool programs for young children and administrators of
residentiaf treatment, group living, and community-based
programs for children and youth. Students are required to take
40 hours of coursework blocked into six- and nine-credit
modules, complete a six-credit practicum project, and attend a
one-week institute. The primary mode of InStruction is directed
study. Students are awarded a master of science degree upon
successful completion of the program.
The Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood is
designed to provide leadership for the growing need in this
field.: It is field-based with formal instruction occurring in
Saturday cluster seminars at various locations around the
nation. The cluster operates locally under the direction of a
cluster coordinator. Each cluster is a cohort of 20-30 early and
middle childhood professionals who live and work in a variety
of settings. Participants in the program include teachers,
administrators, directors, and community agency personnel
whose work impacts upon the lives of children and families.
During the three years of the program students must progress
througn five study areas, attend two one-week institutes, and
complete two practicum projects.
The Ed.D. Program In Child and Youth Studies is a new
field-based doctorar program for employed professionals whose
work impacts upon the quality of life of children and youth
from birth to age 18. The program is designed to be completed
within three years. Students attend classes one Saturday each
month. The four study areas include leadership, human development, research and evaluation, and political processes and
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social issues. Students complete two practicums, the creative
problem-solving projects unique to all graduate programs in
education at Nova University. Students in the doctoral program in child and youth studies concentrate on an area of
specialization that reflects their professional activity and
expertise. The three areas of specialization are school management and instructional leadersnip for excellence, special services for children and youth, and management of programs for
children and youth. Coursework for tne area of specIalization is
pursued prior to the summer institute. Summer institutes are
academic experiences that bring students, faculty, guests, and
administrators together for a week of intensive discussion, reflection, and interaction on issues of concern to professionals in
the Programs for Child and Youth Studies.
Abbey Manburg, Ed.D., Director

116

'"..........

Summer Institute participants in the Master's Program for Child and Youth Care Administrators
share morning coffee with Dean Richard Goldman .

The Master·s
Program for
Child and
Youth Care
Administrators
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Baker, June
June Baker is a manager of child care services in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

A Communication Method
Designed to Increase Parents'
Satisfaction with Their Day Care
Arrangement by Providing Them
with Information about the Center
and Children's Activities
Parents using full-day day care service
indicated dissatisfaction with the amount of
information they were receiving about the children's daily activities. Communication tools
were designed and procedures implemented to
provide parents with more information. Information was provided about each child. Parents
were given copies of center policies and
curriculum. Parent input was increased. Pre- and
postquestionnaire were the primary methods of
evaluation . Satisfaction scales were compared,
showing improvement. The most important improvements were in the area of communication.

Practicum Advisor: Florence Korr, M.A.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 25
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Practicums related to intergenerational pTO$(ramS have been carried out in the Master's Pro$(ram for
Child and Youth Care Aaministrators antI in the EdD. Program in Early and Middle Cht1dhood.

---- -----

Bouchillon, Gale
Gale Bouchillon is the assistant director of the Foster
Parent Project, a division of the School of Social Sciences of
Nova University in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.

A Workshop to Train Mental Health
Practitioners, Educators, and Child
Welfare Specialists to Recognize
the Effects of Separation and Loss
on
the Unattached Child
Children in foster care are often unattached as a resul t of incomplete bonding in
infancy. When these children experience separation, they become children with emotional
problems. Foster parents who care for these chiloren tum to professionals in the community
for help. The writer designed and implemented a
workshop to train teachers, school guidance
counselors, school social workers, psychologists, and counselors to understand the emotional
dynamics of the unattached child. The curriculum dealt with attachment, bonding, separation,
and loss. The workshop format incorporated
experiential techniques to enhance adult learning.
Participant evaluations showed favorable
response with clear indications of relevancy
were
to work situations.
Participants
consistently able to determine application of the
information to counseling and education of
unattached children. The workshops will
continue on a countywide level.

...............
Practicum Advisor: Elizabeth Crockett, Ed.S.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 16
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Butler, Melinda
Melinda Butler is director of a child care center for
children in Kansas City, Missouri.

Preventing Abuse and Neglect in
a Residential Child Care Center:
A Training Project for Direct
Care Workers
Because of a lack of information, youth
care workers were not Irepared to recognize
and respond to witnesse or suspected instances of child abuse and neglect in a residential child care setting. Training sessions
that familiarized youth care workers with state
laws designed to prevent child abuse and neglect
in out-of-home placements were presented.
The sessions provided information about the
history of the law, those covered, the legal
definitions of abuse and neglect, why it happens,
how to report, and what happens after a report is
made.
The sessions utilized presentations, discussions, handouts, trainers aids,
visual aids, individual and group exercises in
self-disclosure and values clarification, brainstorming, and role playing. Learning was
measured by pretests and posttests covering
children's rights and abuse and neglect reporting laws and procedures. A program policy and
procedure for abuse and neglect reporting was
established, and training will occur annually.

Practicum Advisor: Jerome Levitt, Ph.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 20
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Class, Bonnie
Bonnie Class is supervisor at a day care center in
Cambridge, Ontario, Canada.

Develo:pment of an
Intergenerahonal Program to
Enrich Preschoolers' Experiences
and Eliminate Negative
Stereotyping of Elderly
Because of unavailable extended families
and housing location, the children did not have
contact witli the elderly to provide a natural role
model of aging. The writer designed an intergenerational program to provide interaction
with the elderly and to help eliminate the tendency of children to accept a negative stereotype
of tlie elderly. Structured activibes comprised
the first four weeks. Participants identified
common interests and activities that were incorporated into the program for the remaining six
weeks of the project. A children'S pretest
and posttest, data from staff observations, and
a final evaluation form for senior participants
and staff were used for evaluation purposes.
The children demonstrated increased knowledge and realistic expectations of the elderly.
Commitment to the program was evident in the
senior participants' willIngness to share in the
activity planning. Teaching staff and seniors
indicated that the program should continue, and responsibilities were delegated
for ongoing activities.

..................
Practicum Advisor: Jean Harrell, Ed.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administra tors
Cohort 21
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Diduch, Elsie D.
Elsie Diduch is an education program specialist at Fort
George G. Meade, Maryland.

A Training Program to Assist
Family Care Providers in the
Implementation of Play Activities
to Strengthen Language and Social
Development in Infants
Due to a lack of knowledge and / or
training, family child care providers were often
neglechng crucial areas of developmental
care for infants. A training program that
focused on play activities in the aaily routine
was developed. Two models were used: a
workshop model and an individualized model in
which providers were able to use a hands-on
approach with infants. The workshop method
consisted of two sessions of two hours each, and
the individualized method consisted of five
training visits each to the homes of four family
child care providers. A follow-up visit was
made to each home. A handbook was developed that included topics on infant development,
play activities for social and language development, observing and recording, scheduling, toy
selection, and parent/provider communication.
During the follow-up visits, it was observed that
the providers were implementing the strategies
that had been taught, and some had expanded
their use of play activities. The material will be
incorporated into training sessions for child care
provIders. This program will be adapted for use
In training center-based caregivers.

..................
Practicum Advisor: Wanda Slayton, Ph.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administra tors
Cohort 19

124

Martin, Kathryn
Kathryn Martin is a recruiter for foster and adoptive
parents in Wake County, North Carolina.

Development of a Training
Program Designed to Increase
Awareness of the Specialized
Needs of Children in Foster Care
Many public school guidance counselors,
mental health practitioners, and other professionals lack the Information to help children in
substitute care learn to form attachments and
adjust to life in a healthy family system.
The writer designed and implemented workshops that acquainted public school personnel
and other professionals with the foster care
system and the specialized needs of children
hving away from tneir families . The content
included information on foster care, the role
of foster parents, separation and loss, and
typical behaviors of children in foster care.
Resources were available to help children
master their feelings of grief and learn to form
healthy attachments to others. Surveys indicated a favorable response. Most participants
indicated the information presented would be
of value to them in the future .
......................

Practicum Advisor: Elizabeth Crockett, Ed.S.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 16
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Powell, Cathy
Cathy Powell is director of a nationally accredited
preschool in Long Valley, New Jersey.

The Development of a Volunteer
Parent Participation Program
in the Preschool
A need for more parent involvement in the
preschool and improved adult/child ratios in the
classroom led to fhe development of a parent
participation program. A program offering
parent involvement activities, including a parent
association, recruiting, orienting, training, and
evaluating parent classroom assistants, was
developed . Involving parents and staff in the
initial planning, ana orienting the staff to accept
volunteers in tlie classroom, were essential. A
four-session training program covered policies
and proced ures, dassroom management, child
development, positive reinforcement, work
attitudes, and confidentiality. Training in the
classroom followed, and a written guide was
provided. Parent involvement was greater than
ex~cted, and the parents reported a sense of
prIde and enjoyment. The staff developed an
accepting and appreciative attitude toward the
volunteers. A substitute training program
evolved from the volunteer traming program.

Practicum Advisor: Florence Korr, M.A.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 2S
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Networking with directors from across North America is a spinoff of small group work at the
Summer Institute for the Master's Program for Child and Youth Care Aaminislralors.

Probert, Carol Ann
Carol Ann Probert is the executive director of a service
association for children in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

A Staff Training Program on
Assessment of Adolescents and
Their Families in a Receiving and
Assessment Group Home
Child care workers were not producing
coml'rehensive assessment reports with recommenaations for placement and treatment
because of a lack of training and the absence of
a specific model of assessment. The writer
developed a model of assessment and taught it to
the child care workers in a new receiving and
assessment group home. Instruction included
the categories to be assessed, methods of collecting data and recordkeeping, case conference applying the assessment model, and
linking assessment data to
treatment recommendations. An examination of all the files
of children assessed during the implementation
revealed that the child care workers were
capable of producing very comprehensive
reports.
.. . . . . . . ltltltlt ....

Practicum Advisor: Elizabeth Crockett, Ed.S.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 20
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Rigdon, Renee W.
Renee Rigdon is a counselor with a state agency in Lake
County, florida .

Plannin~

Developing, and
ImplementIng a Child Advocacy
Team at the County Level
Children's services were being delivered in
a fragmented, uncoordinated, ana duplicated
manner. These ineffectual methods were not
preventing child abuse nor providing effective
advocacy services. A coordinated advocacy team,
whose members represented a cross section
of professionals, was organized.
A questionnaire was sent to the professionals,
and responses were tabulated in percentages.
The team functioned through a series of
weekly meetings during whIch members identified short-term objectives for the first year and
long-term goals for the future. The team decided
to aadress children's issues in the community
through the modes of persuasion and lobbying. The issues addressed were: education, organization, public policy, and coordination of
community efforts. The result was an active
advocacy team whose mission was to foster
cooperation between individuals and organizations in order to protect the rights of children .
....................

Practicum Advisor: B. Mathews Hill, Ed.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 18
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Tuck, Stephen R.
Stephen Tuck is the executive director of an emergency
shelter for teens in Parkersburg, West Virginia.

Increasing Parent Involvement in
an Emergency Shelter for Teens
An emergency shelter for teens did not
have a process lor receiving feedback from
parents of residents. Parents' isolation and lack
of voice in discussing their children's situations
were also identified as problems. The wri ter developed several structures to provide parents
and agency with a chance to exchange information, receive feedback, and provide support.
Included were monthly parent forums for
mutual sup-port, sharing and feedback, "exit
interviews' for parents of discharged residents to receive reactions to placement, and
development of a resource list and parent
handbook. The difficulties of involvmg parents in programs were addressed, as were
some recommendations for expanding the
scope beyond parents of shelter residents .

.... ,. ............ ..
Practicum Advisor: Jerome Levitt, Ph.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administra tors
Cohort 20
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Welsh, Susan M.

Susan Welsh is the director of a child care center in Chula
Vista, California.

Celebrating Holidays in a Child
Care Center: Policies
and Procedures
The lack of specific written policies on the
celebration of holidays in a church-related early
childhood center created confusion as to the
developmental appropriateness of traditional
activities. A survey of staff, church board members, and other directors in the field established a basis for policy statements. A series of
policy-making sessions produced a consensus on
appropriate goals for celebrating holidays. When
goals and policies had been written and agreed
upon, the writer researched and summarized
appropriate procedures that reflected those
goals. The prOduct of the practicum was a
nandbook outlining goars and policies with
suggestions for developmentally appropriate
activities for young children.

Practicum Advisor: Wanda Slayton, Ph.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administrators
Cohort 25
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Zook, Joan M.
Joan M. Zook is program developer for family services
in Livermore, California.

A Program to Recruit and Train
Home Day Care Providers
Empl0r.ed parents were unable to find
adequate chIld care because of the lack of trained
and licensed family day care providers. The
writer designed and implemented recruitment
publicity and a variety of activities including a
series of training seSSIOns on professionalism,
child development, and health and safety. Startup technical support included assistance in
obtaining a license, site visits, and telephone
and personal consultation. The effect of recruitment and training will not be known for many
months. Enthusiasm on the part of the recruits
was evidenced.

Practicum Advisor: Wanda Slayton, Ph.D.
Master's Program for Child and Youth Care
Administra tors
Cohort 21

132

Ed.D. Program
in Early and
Middle
Childhood

133

.
II , \ ,IJ , J'f\~
.....-__. a . . . . .a.
..

-

B

~

After a rally on Capitol Hill, students from the Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood
regroup before visiting their senators and congressmen at the Washington, D.C., Summer Institute.
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Akins, Nancy T.
Nancy T. Akins is assistant principal at a private school in
Winter Park, Florida.

Increasing Information and
Support for Parents and Teachers
of Learning Disabled Students in
Christian Schools
The information and support needs of
parents and teachers of learning disabled (LD)
students in Christian school settings was the
problem addressed. A lack of understanding
had created friction among teachers, parents, and
LD children causing the wIthdrawal of some LD
students from the project setting. The goals
were to inform parents and teachers about
learning disabilities and to provide emotional
support for those adults. The program consisted of professional presentations, group
discussions, direct assistance for classroom
teachers, individual testing for possible learning
disabilities, and implementation of the Norfolk
Institute for Learning Disabilities program of
educational therapy.
Participants expressed
a better understanding of specific learning
disabilities and appreciated the supportive
interaction. All but one classroom teacher
requested and received direct assistance for
students having difficulty. Students diagnosed
as learning disabled were enrolled in therapy.
No LD students were withdrawn during the
school year.
... ................. ..

Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 19 - Orlando, Fla.
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Anderson, Fay B.
Fay B. Anderson, Ed .D., author of six books for teachers
of the handicapped, is a nondirective play therapist and educational consultant in private practice in Brunswick, Georgia.

Increasing Parent Satisfaction of
Children's Therapy Through an
Audio-Visual Investigation of
Reactions to Children's
Aggressive, Assertive, or Passive
Anger Responses
The major goal of the practicum was to
reduce the incidence of unexpected and premature withdrawal of children from individual
therapy. lt is typical that children become
more able to express emotions after attending
several sessions of nondirective play therapy.
Parents are often unable to accept these new
eXp'ressions of anger and often WIthdraw the
child from therapy during the time when he or
she is most vulnerable. Parent response to
assertive, aggressive, and passive responses
were studied. Parents listened to audio tapes
of children reacting angrily in three different
ways followed by supportive/assertive parent
model responses. They rated how angry they
would be if their child made such a response.
Parents were asked to volunteer to record child
anger occurrences at home. Few parents volunteered. Parents favored assertive child anger
responses over aggressive and passive ones,
but when their diildren watched video tapes
of child models responding assertively to anger
provocations, the children were unable to
accept such behavior as their own. The incidence of children remaining in therapy beyond
the period of vulnerability increased.

Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 19 - Orlando, Fla.
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Barry, Eleanor C.
Eleanor C. Barry is a supervisory program specialist for
the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvama Board of Education.

Improving Observation Skills of
Child Care Workers Through the
Systematic Use of Selected
Techniques
The need to improve the observation skills of
child care workers provided the basis of this
practicum. Child care workers lacked the requisite skills for observing and recording children's
behavior and were unaware of useful techniques.
The goals were (1) to provide child care workers
with Information and experiences relevant to the
importance of and competence in observation
ana recording in early childhood programs,
and (2) to articulate for child care workers the
need to use systematic observation as a foundation for program planning. A series of workshops and fIeld experiences that focused on the
selected techniques (checklists, event sampling,
and photography) was implemented . These
observational techniques were practical tools
appropriate to the child care workers' abili ties
and work situations. Participants practiced the
techniques in their own classrooms. All five child
care workers who took part improved, but the
improvements were uniformly low. However, all
participants felt they had improved significantly.

Practicum Advisor: Georgianna Lowen, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 20 - Indianapolis, Ind.
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Bermudez, Lydia V.
Lydia V. Bennudez is a professor in the School of Education at the University of Puerto Rico in San Juan.

A Transition Program from a
Hospital to a Mainstreamed School
Setting for Preschool
Deaf Children: A Process of
Parental Involvement
Facilitating the transition process for deaf
preschoolers from a restrictive hospital environment to a mainstreamed regular school setting
was the focus of this practicum. Parental invofvement was the key. A program was developed to
assist the parents in accepting their roles as
primary careSivers and eOucators and to foster
parent-child mteractions. The strategies included
organizing parent support groups to handle their
anxieties and stress. The standards of performance
were realized for all objectives. Parental
attitudes regardingJarticipation in school-related
activities improve . The program increased
parental confidence in managIng the changes
brought on by the transition process. The parents
felt better prepared both to work with the school
and to handle their children's behavior at home .
.........................

Pradicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 23 - Phoenix, Ariz.
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Branca, Mary E.
Mary E. Branca is the director of child care at the Juvenile
Detention Center in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Providing Alternatives to Jail
Transfer for Physically Aggressive
Youthful Offenders in a
Detention Facility
A need existed to find a method of
handling physically aggressive children within a
detention facility to avoid transferring them to
adult jails. The literature indicated that most
law enforcement officials, correctionalorganizations, and professional agencies agreed wIth the
need to keep children out of adult Jails. The
goals of this practicum were (1) to reduce the
number of detainees sent to jail from the
detention center, (2) to insure that decisions by
administrators to use jail transfers were consistent, and (3) to reduce violent, assaultive, and
otherwise dangerous behavioral episodes
among detainees. The wri ter implemented
criteria to be followed before any decision to
transfer was made and a maximum security
program that p'laced detainees in a "lock down"
unit in lieu of jaIl transfer. Jail transfers were
reduced by 33% and the criteria were followed
with 100% consistency. Althou~h there was no
reduction in assaultive behaVIOr between
detainees, aggressive behavior toward staff was
reduced by 06%.

Practicum Advisor: Dorothy Adams Peck, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 20 - Indianapolis, Ind.
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Branca, Ronald A.
Ronald A. Branca, Ed.D., is a school psychologist for
Noble Developmental Centers in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Improving Communication Skills
of Child Care Workers in a
Maximum Security Juvenile
Detention Center
The need addressed was to red uce the
number of verbal altercations and resulting
disciplinary actions occurring between detained
youth and the child care staff within a maximum security juvenile detention center. Observation of detainees and child care staff,
testing, and staff reports revealed the presence
of poor communication skills among child care
staff. The goals were (I) to reduce the number
of discipline actions resulting from poor
communication skills, (2) to improve staff
listening skills, and (3) to improve the quality
of communication between child care staff
and detained children. Training sessions
were instituted that focused on verbal and
nonverbal techniques of communication,
anger control procedures, and lectures pertaining to the goals of misbehavior. Techniques included role playing, practice dyads
and triads, and homework assignments.
Listening skills of the staff improved 35%,
overall communication improved 17%, and
verbal altercations between child care staff
and detainees decreased 20%.
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 2(Hndianapolis, Ind.
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Cohn, Sheryl L.

Sheryl L. Cohn is director of Northern Valley Preschool in
Dumont, New Jersey.

Introducing Multicultural
Curricula Into
Early Childhood Programs
The goal of this practicum was to make the
early childhood curriculum more culturally sensitive in a child care center. Appropriate
lesson plans for 5-year-old students were
developed . Units included self-awareness;
similanties and differences; and Native American, Korean, and Greek cultures. A multicultural questionnaire was administered to
parents, teachers, and the director to determine
If the program had become more culturally
diverse in its curriculum. The results showed
an increase in awareness concerning the multicultural quality of the curriculum. The
content validity of the lesson plans proved to be
age-appropriate and to meet the objectives. The
teachers reported they were comfortable with
the multicultural curriculum.
Parent
participation was a positive experience for
both the adults and the children.

Practicum Advisor: Richard Goldman, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Earlyand Middle Childhood:
Cluster 2fJA- Wilmington, Del.
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Cluster coordinJltors provide the link between students and Nova
University. Pictured are coordinators from clusters in the EdD.
Program In Early and Middle Childhood in Milwaukee, Fort
Lauderdale, Jacksonville, and Chicago.
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Craney, Thomas J.

Thomas J. Craney is a school psychologist with the Board
of Education in Frederick, Maryland.

Improving the Process for
Identifying Seriously Emotionally
Disturbed Students
Utilizing a Decision Facilitation
Model in Elementary Schools
The need addressed in this practicum was
improvement in the multidisciplinary team
(MDT) process of identifying seriouslyemotionally disturbed (SED) students wIthin
five elementary schools. Implementation
of an SED decision facilitation model to
provide a more systematic approach to SED
student identification was the strategy chosen.
The practicum also served as a pilot -for possible
deciSIOn-making procedural changes. The
writer identified weaknesses in the SED decision-making processes; developed a decision
facilitation model and worksheet to assist
MDTs in their responsibilities, information
gathering, and documentation, and specific
SED eligibility criteria; and provided
inservice training to MDTs regarding pilot
procedures and operation or the model.
Results included MOTs being able to demonstrate their understanding of SED definition
with regard to eligibility criteria and being
able to list the general areas from which
pertinent SED decision-making information is
gained. Eight of 10 MDTs rated the model as
an improvement over previous SED decisionmaking practices.

Practicum Advisor: JoEllen Salce Rogers, Ph.D.
Ed .D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 21- Wilmington, Del.
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Crosby, Shirley H.
Shirley H. Crosby, EdD., is an elementary school principal in Greenwood, South Carolina.

Development of a Program to
Train Teacher Observers
A need to strengthen the teacher observer
training program was identified. The literature indicated effective training programs for
observers and evaluators should address (1)
the philosophy, definitions, and criteria involved
in the evaluation process; (2) classroom observation skills; (3) communication, problemsolving, and behavioral strategies; and (4) skills
in conducting conferences. The writer's goal
was to develop and implement strategies that
would help ooservers acquire a knowledge of
the teacher-evaluation process and attain the
skills needed to conduct valid, reliable classroom observations. A training program was
developed that included an overview of teacher
evaluation requirements, an explanation of
the classroom observation instrument, drill and
practice exercises, criterion observa tions,
and updating training sessions. The results
of the videotaped criterIon observations indicated that 100% of the observer training
participants exceeded the required level
of performance .
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Georgianna Lowen, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 19- Orlando, Fla.
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Graduate students learn about telecommunications as a tool available in Programs in Child and Youth Studies.
Electronic mail enables students to communicate with each other and with their professors.

Davis-Dike, Janice
Janice Davis-Dike is an instructor in the child care
training program at a technical institute in Orlando, florida .

Project ADAPT: Approaches for
Developing Active Participation in
State-Mandated Training Programs
for Child Caregivers
A pattern of nonparticipatory behaviors
was identified in a training program designed
to provide mandated inservice education hours
for child care employees. The subjects of selfconcept, feedback, open verbal exchange, content Choices, commitment, motivation, and selfappraisal were studied. Curriculum
and
environmental changes were provided for target
students. Strategies were implemented with
the goal of inspirmg students to higher levels of
participation and positive learning attitudes.
Components of the project were (1) activities for
advancing adaptive behaviors, and (2) activities for tntensitying participatory behaviors. The
program included an orientation video tape, a
change in class schedules and instructor assignment for increased support and coaching
assistance, student-centered curriculum, and
rearrangement of the physical environment to
meet the needs of adult students. Program
objectives were accomplished in excess of expected outcomes. Participants showed increased
levels of orientation, in-class participation, selfappraisal, and positive program regard .
.....................

Practicum Advisor: Georgianna Lowen, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 19- Orlando, Fla.
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DeSmet, James A.
James A. DeSmet is a speech language clinician with the
Coos County (Oregon) Education Service District.

Improving the Effectiveness of
Teachers of High-Functioning
Autistic Students
Improving the teaching and discipline
strategies of classroom teachers who had highfunctioning autistic students mainstreamed
into their classrooms was the major goal of this
practicum. A second goal was to increase
the teachers' understanding and hence their
acceptance of the tar~et students in their
classrooms. A self-rating questionnaire determined the teachers' perception of their effectiveness prior to training. Two training
sessions on the needs, liehavior, and learning
strategies of the two high-functioning autistic
children involved were developed. The writer
observed the children and teachers in each
classroom for 20 minutes once a week and met
with teachers to discuss the observations
and teacher questions/ concerns. The selfrating questionnaire was read ministered after
implementation. The teachers increased the
number of strategies they used with the
target students. The self-ratings indicated an
increase in the teachers' perception of their
own effectiveness. Teachers developed more
positive attitudes toward the target students.

.... ,. ............. ..
Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 23A- Phoenix, Ariz.
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Donahue, Joseph T.
Joseph T. Donahue is an elementary school principal in
Barnegat, New Jersey.

Developing and Implementing an
Effective Discipline Program in
the Elementary School
An excessive number of disciplinary
problems were referred to the principal's office
and the detention room in an elementary
school. The goal was to reduce the number of
disciplinary problems referred from all areas
of the school setting. Rules and procedures
were disseminated to staff, students, and
parents and were consistently enforced. Inservice training was provided on alternative
approaches to diSCipline. Strategies were
developed to enhance the students' positive
outlook toward themselves and their school.
The number of daily discipline problems referred
from the classrooms, from s{lecial subject
areas, from the cafeteria, and from the playground were reduced by at least 90%.

Practicum Advisor: Abbey Manburg, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 21 - Wilmington, Del.
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Foster, Judith A.

Judith A. Foster is an instructional coordinator with the
Chicago (Illinois) Board of Education.

Increasing Motivation in Fourth,
Fifth and Sixth Graders through
Staff Development Emphasizing
Positive Classroom Techniques
Intermediate-grade students were not
working up to their potential as indicated by
unsatisfactory grades, low scores on various
tests, poor attendance, and unpreparedness.
The literature offered a variety of techniques
with which teachers could motivate their
students. The goals were (I) to assist the
teachers in planning activities that would
improve student motivation, (2) to enable the
children to achieve at their expected levels,
and (3) to improve the grades, attendance,
preparation, and self-discipline of the
students and to accept that Improvement as
evidence of strengthened self-concepts. A
staff development program was designed to
improve instructional and motivational
strategies used in the classroom. Teachers
used the strategies during the week and gave
feedback at weekly meetings. All of the teachers and their students met the objectives of the
practicum. Results indicated that a program
to assist teachers in strengthening student
motivation does enable students to achieve
greater success in school.

Practicum Advisor: Muriel Lundy, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 24- Chicago, Ill.
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GaU, Michael L.
Michael L. Gall is a sixth grade language arts/mathemati
teacher in Brick, New Jersey.
cs

The Development and
Implementation of an
Individualized Mathematics
Program for Elementary and/or
Middle School Children
The purpose of this practicum was to
supplement the existing mathematics pro~am in an elementary or middle school through
mdividualization. The strategy involved was to
utilize small homogeneous groups based on
mathematics ability within whicli students could
help each other develop individual skills.
Testing determined levels of achievement that
were the bases for the creation of homogeneous groups. Posttesting revealed that the
participants increased their mathematical
abilities. Two surveys indicated the students
preferred group instruction and an individualIzed program to the traditional one. Twentyeight participants increased their mathematical
skill by an average of 35 points.
......................

Practicum Advisor: E. Riley Holman, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 21- Wilmington, Del.
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Goldberg, Lorraine F.
Lorraine F. Goldberg is a school psychologist residing in
West Bloomfield, Michigan.

A Program to Increase Early
Elementary Teachers' Referring
Behavior for All Eligible Special
Education Students Throu~h
Multimedia Inservice Trainmg
In some school systems eligible children
may not receive legally mandated special education services. The massive literature dealing
with this issue gave a variety of reasons for the
problem but few remedies. 1n some school
districts no provisions are made for continuing education, and as a result teachers acquire
aaditional knowledge only by voluntarily using
their personal time. The writer undertook to
elevate teachers' awareness by increasing their
knowledge of handicapping conditions and
support service personnel. Materials included a
game, graphiC handouts, posters, cartoons, and a
videotape. Inservice training took place in two
elementary schools. The quality and quantity of
referrals were improved in both schools, but
only one school prioritized early identification
and demonstrated understanding of the entire
referral-ta-placement procedure.

Practicum Advisor: JoEllen Salce Rogers, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 24- Chicago, III.
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Harding, Mary H.
Mary H. Harding is a music educator in New Brunswick,
New Jersey.

Increasing Music Readiness for
Preschool and Kindergarten
Children Through an
Instructional Program for
Nonmusic Teachers
Creation of a readiness program in music
for preschool and kindergarten students to
prepare them for particIpation in the firstgrade music program was the purpose of this
practicum. A two-year developmental music
curriculum was written to be taught by nonmusic
teachers. The program was implemented
through workshops for the preschool and
kindergarten teachers over a three-month period
and through demonstrations in the preschool
and kinaergarten classrooms.
A questionnaire measured the kindergarten children's
readiness to participate in first-grade music
class. Preparedness was evaluated by their
demonstrated response to rhythm, instruments,
vocal experiences, various styles of music, and the
emotional aspects of music expressed in pictures.
A second questionnaire evaluated the teachers' willingness to a ttend and critique the
workshops, teach the curriculum in their
classrooms, and evaluate the appropriateness
for their students. The results of the practicum
were positive. Although the kindergarten
children did not accomplish the expectations of the writer, the reslllts indicated
achievement in all of the objectives. The
teachers indicated they were positive about
teaching the curriculum in their classrooms
and that the curriculum was appropriate for
the children.

,. .................. ...
Practicum Advisor: E. Riley Holman, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 21- Wilmington, Del.
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Hom, Joan D.

Joan D. Horn, Ed.D., is coordinator of practicums in the
GEM Programs at Nova University.

Underachieving Gifted Middle
School Students: Building
Strategies for Success
Training underachieving gifted students in
methods that would help them improve
grades through better communication was the
purpose of thIS practicum. The goals were (1) to
return the perception of control to the students,
(2) to relieve stress in interpersonal relationships
thus allowing increased concentration in class,
and (3) to use a method of self-monitoring for
realistic reco~ition of academic needs. The
writer identified 12 seventh and eighth graders
as underachieving gifted students by report
card grades, consulted with the students and
their parents about the project, and received
100% compliance from Iloth groups. The 12-week
project involved relationsnip training skills
and awareness of academic needs. A survey
about living with a gifted child in the home
was conducted with parents of all gifted students
in the school. Teacher-opinion ratings were
collected regarding students' attitudes and
work habits before and after the implementation. The project was successful.

Practicum Advisor: E. Riley Holman, Ed.D.
EdD. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 22- South Honda
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Kincade, Bonita L.
Bonita L. Kincade is a cognitive remediation therapist at a
hospital in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.

Developing Functional and
Practical Application Strategies for
the Psychiatric Reports of SchoolAge, Special Needs Children
Through Inservice Training
Teachers and other education specialists
recei ved Ii ttle direct, practical gu idance from
diagnostic specialists regarding the design of
indIvidualized treatment plans for the co~itive
dysfunctional child . A need for early Identification and comprehensive assessment of
cognitive dysfunctional problems existed. The
goal was to improve the care of special-needs
children through more effective utilization
of the educational program. Fifteen mental
health professionals and 56 educational professionals were surveyed to ascertain their opinions
and concerns. Interviews with psychiatrists and
school principals provided further documentation.
A semmar was developed to address these issues
and was given to the child psychiatric staff in
training at this writer's medical college/hospital. The objecti ves included (1) an increase of
knowledge of the educational programs and (2)
the inclusion of all components of a functional
checklist developed by this writer. The
posttests showed a marked increase in knowled&e. Feedback from the residents exhibited
theIr cognizance of the need for linkage of assessment and educational programming. Evaluations by the director of child residents and the
department chair were favorable .
.......................

Practicum Advisor: JoEllen Salce Rogers, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Earlyand Middle Childhood:
Cluster 26A- Wilmington, Del.
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Knupp, Richard H.

Ricnard H. Knupp is a learning disabilities consultant for
the Atlantic City, New Jersey Schoof District.

Improving Oral Reading Skills
of Educationally Handicapped
Elementary School Students
Through Repeated Readings
Educationally handicapped students had
exhibited poor oral reading Skills. The practicum
goals were (1) to improve the oral reading rates,
(2) to decrease the number of oral reading errors,
and (3) to improve oral reading comprehension accuracy. The repeated readings method
was implemented. The premise of this method
was that when poor readers develop reading
fluency, they require less attention to decoding. As a result, tile students can concentrate
on reading comprehension. Participating
students were able to improve their reading
speed and comprehension and decrease the
number of word errors. The resource room
teacher who assisted with this practicum has
included the repeated readings method in the
regular classroom curriculum.

Practicum Advisor: Mary Ellen Sapp, Ph.D.

Ed.D. Program in Earlyand Middle Childhood:
Cluster 26A- Wilmington, Del.
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Students in the Wilmington, Delaware cluster of the EdD. Program
in Early and Middle Childhood celebrated the Week of the Young
Child by carrying out advocacy projects.
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Levi, Eileen C.
Eileen C. Levi, Ed.D., is director, Division of Head Start,
for the Montgomery County, Maryland Public Schools.

Addressing the Problem of Teenage
Pregnancy in a Community
Center Setting
The focus of this practicum was the
prevention of pregnanCies among black teenagers who used the services of a community
center. Community centers had limited comprehensive programs addressing the needs of smgle .
teenage girls. This practicum explored methOds
by which 15 girls would aCCjuire information
and knowledge that would facilitate their
functioning as adults. The goals were (1) to
assist singre girls in becoming knowledgeable in
the areas or health, nutrition, pre- and postnatal
care, sex education, and parenting, and (2) to
assist single girls in enhancing their self-esteem.
The writer ootained the assistance of a women's
civic organization and community resource
groups in conducting workshops and smallgroup discussions. Participants Improved in
knowledge in the areas of health, nutrition,
sex education, and pre-and postnatal care but
not on any of the six self-concept scales. The
results support the use of the group discussion
method and teenage improvisational thea ter
approach in helping teenagers learn about their
day-ta-day and long-term health care .

........ ,. ..........
Practicum Advisor: Krishna Kumar, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 1~ Wilmington, Del.
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Meils, Elaine A.
Elaine A. Meils is a music teacher at an elementary school
in Miami, Florida.

Increasing the Musically Talented
Elementary School Students'
Musical Skills and Knowledge
The problem of musically talented students
not being challenged according to their abilities
and knowledge in the regular music classroom
was the focus of this practicum. The writer
developed a talented class within the elementary school. The literature did not provide
evidences of this type of program in an elementary school bu t did' provide ample ideas for implementing a class of this type. The goals were
(1) to increase the music knowledge of the students, (2) to stimulate students' enthusiasm for
music, and (3) to increase the students'
performance skills. Solution strategies included
providing a spedal class for the mUSically talented, teaching of music theory and composition accompanied by student performance, and
individualizing student projects. The goals of
the practicum were met.
......................

Practicum Advisor: E. Riley Holman, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 25- South Flonda
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Melius, Heidi M.
Heidi M. Melius, Ed.D., is a speech therapist at an
elementary school in Wilton Manors, Florida.

Design and Construction of an
Outdoor Playground to Meet the
Developmental Needs
of Infants and Toddlers
This practicum involved the design and
construction of an outdoor playground for
infants and toddlers. The goals were (1) to create
a playground scaled to the size and developmental needs of infants and toddlers, (2) to evaluate
the playground in terms of contents, maintenance, and usage, and (3) to evaluate the
environment to Identify infant and toddler play
preferences, rarentar play preferences, and
those areas 0 the playground that promoted
the most interaction among children. A survey
of parental play with children out-of-doors
identified needs. A playground builder collaborated on the deSIgn and construction of
the playground. After parents used the playground with their children for five weeks, a
questionnaire was administered to identify
play preferences and to generate general comments from the parents. A playground rating
system was used to evaluate the environment
and identify strengths and weaknesses. Positive results were achieved for the three goals.

Practicum Advisor: PoUy Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 22- South Florida
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Miles, Michael
Michael Miles, Ed. D., is the behavioral management
services specialist for the Palm Beach County Florida School
District.

Parent Training
for Parents/Guardians of
Elementary and Middle School Students
Who Exhibit Behavior Disorders
The thrust of this practicum was improving
parental skills in managing children's beliavior in
the home. The goals were: (1) to train parents to
act assertively and communicate in a more
positive manner with their children, (2) to teach
parents the techniques of basic behavior management, and (3) to get parents to support behavior
and academic goals m the school. The writer
desi&I'ed a 12-session program combining group
trairung and experiences for parents implementing benavior management in their homes under
the supervision of professionals. The program
utilized a parent behavior problem checklist, an
anecdotal recordjn~ sheet, a parent assertion
inventory, a behaVIOr observation recording
sheet, and a behavior checklist for rule compliance in the home. Results indicated some improvement in behavior for allIS students who
took part. All parents were observed exhibiting
positive assertive behavior toward their children
and usin~ the behavior checklist in the home. The
use of thiS list enabled parents to target behaviors,
set up rules, and assure compliance with the
rules.

.. ................. .
Practicum Advisor: Mary Ellen Sapp, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Ouster 22 - Sou th Florida
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Mirsky, Patricia S.
Patricia S. Mirsky is a school psychologist and director of
special education for the Speedway, Indiana Public School
System.

The Implementation of Consultation
Strategies to Improve Communication
Among Special Educators and
Teachers, Principals, and Parents at
the Elementary Level
Improvement in the special education delivery
system by increasing communication among
special educators, teachers, principals, auxiliary staff,
and parents at the elementary school level was the
purpose of this practicum. The literature and a needs
survey indicated (1) teachers relied on a refer-test-place
cycle when alternatives would be more appropriate, (
2) systematic, individualized feedback was a preferred
method of staff development, (3) principals relied on
pull-out programs instead of extending regular education
options, and (4) parents were often unaware of available
services and programs for handicapped children. The
writer's goal was to enhance and to promote the special
education delivery system. Consultation strategies
utilized included (1) providing teachers with a checklist
of alternative options for testing. (2) providing guidelines so that principals could become active participants
in the referrall'rocess, (3) implementing a process of
new student identification for auxiliary staff, (4)
developing and distributing a brochure to parents
descrilJing services availabre to handicapped students
and families, and (5) developing a video presentation
for parents of students entering a junior ltigh school
program. Results included (1) when alternatives were
provided, referrals and subsequent placement decreased, (2) principals became active participants in the
referral process, (3) two-way communication increased IJetween special educators and auxiliary staff,
and (4) parents became more aware of services available.

Practicum Advisor: JoE lien Salce Rogers, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 20' Indianapolis, Ind.
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Students and facu1tv share ideas informally at the Leadership and
Management Summer Institute [or Programs in Child
and Youth Studies.
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Morrison, Elizabeth H.
Elizabeth H. Morrison, is a teacher at an elementary
school in Miami, Florida.

Development and Implementation
of an Elementary School-Based
Inservice Education Model Using
School-Based Personnel
As Facilitators
The expressed need of the faculty and
staff of an elementary school for a schoolbased inservice education model that would be
teacher fadli tated and presented was the basis of
this practicum. The literature indicated that
ownership of the model by the faculty and staff
and the appropriateness of the components
would provide the strategies to address this
need. The writer's goal was to institute an
inservice program that utilized the resources
of school-based personnel. The objectives were
(1) to develop willingness on the part of the
faculty and staff to facilitate/present an inservice
component, (2) to develop a model with its
components, (3) to compile a media center
resource file for each ofthe components, and (4)
to integrate the program into the classroom.
Twenty-three components were planned by
individual faculty and staff members with 18
components being delivered. The inservice
program was to continue into its second year
witfi the presentations of four of the previously
planned but delayed coml'onents, four repeated /
extended components, and the possibility of six
additional components.

Practicum Advisor: Georgianna Lowen, Ed.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 19- Orlando, Fla.
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Nemiroff, Joanne
Joanne Nemiroff is a guidance counselor at an elementary school in Hollywood, Florida.

Developing a Computer-Assisted
Reading Readiness Curriculum
for Preschoolers and
Kindergarten Children
Improving computer competencies of
teachers and preschoofers and assIsting in
intel1ating the computer into a prereaaing
curriculum were addressed m this practicum. The goals were (1) to create a computer
guide that identified age-appropriate software
and follow-up classroom activities to accompany specific skills, (2) to provide inservice
training to teachers to increase their knowledge
of computer hardware and software, and (3) to
provide a framework of instruction that
teachers could use to implement the program. Interviews and surveys indicated a high
aegree of interest and commitment among
parents and professionals. Teachers were
mtroduced to computer terms and operations,
and educational computer applications were
reviewed. Teachers developed an awareness
of specific software and evaluated its usefulness
and appropriateness for their students. A
computer-assisted reading readiness curriculum was developed and integrated into the
existing program. Children 5ecame familiar
with computer terminology, the operation of the
computer, and were able to use age-appropriate software independently.

Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
Ed.D. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 25- South flOrida

164

Operach, Paul M.
Paul ()perach is a speech, learning and language therapist for the New Bedford Public Schools, New Bedford, Massachusetts.

Increasing Awareness of Child
Find for Preschool Children
Through Videotape
Presentations at Community
and Day Care Centers
The need to expand Child Find activities in
a large city was identified. The goals were (1)
to expand the Child Find effort usmg an existing
program, (2) to develop a videotape of Child
Find for use in the community, and (3) to communicate the importance of Child Find to community members. A Likert-type questionnaire
was used to assess responses to the videotape by
a professional previewing group as well as
community members. Presentations and inservice training sessions were conducted in
area day care centers and public housing
locations. Fifteen profeSSIonals and 52 community members took part in the practicum. Approximately 625 children were served
by the community members in private day care
centers. The outcomes indicated increased
awareness and knowledge of the Child Find
process and the public school's programs.
The videotape stimulated interest and curiosity
and was well recei ved.

Practicum Advisor: Polly Peterson, Ph.D.
EdD. Program in Early and Middle Childhood:
Cluster 21- Wilmington, Del.
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Restrepo, Jane S.
Jane Simi Restre!'?, is a middle school coordinator for the
Broward County, F1onda, School District.

Developing Creative Thinking in
Gifted Middle School Children
Through a Planned
Program of Instruction
The need for developing creative thinking
in gifted children in a middle school provided
the thrust for this practicum. The literature
indicated that many authorities believe creative thinking can be increased through deliberate procedures. The goals were (1) to help
gifted students develop the creative thinking
process in the classroom situation, (2) to
promote creative thinking and development
that requires active, independent learning, and
(3) to help gifted students gain an appreCIation
and understanding of creative thinking. A
program was developed that proVIded
creative thinkinB activities. Each student
completed 12 activities in each creative thinking category; all were exposed to active,
independent learning; everyone involved rated
the course as beneficial; and the grouJ? elected
to continue the program in the f~110wmg year.
Most of the ch,Hrpn ... ~ - -- - . .

Shelby, Madge E.

Mad~ E. Shelby is the director of the School-Based
Therapeutic Educational Program for seriously emotionally
disturbed children, ages 8-12, sponsored by a mental health
center in affiliation WIth Intermediate Unit #1, Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

A School-Based Therapeutic!
Educational Program for Severely
Disturbed Latency-Aged Children
The unmet needs of behaviorally /
emotionally disturbed children and the need
for a strong commitment by special education
and mental health agencies to develop a full
continuum of treatment and education within
the school site were addressed. The literature
bears out the need for innovative mental
health treatment aPl?roaches and alternative
schooling to deal WIth the neglected mental
health problems of the young. The goals were
(1) to increase social skills of the target students,
(2) to decrease their behavioral disorders, and
(3) to improve their academic performance.
Implementation involved correlating the educational and therapeutic components in a school
setting using a team approach involving students, parents, and staff. A parent advocacy
Q:mun
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National Ed.D.
Program for
Educational
Leaders
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David S. Flight, Director of
Practicums and National
Ed uca tion Professor
A. B. University of
Pennsylvania
M.A. Teachers College,
Columbia University
Ph.D. University of Chicago

David has completed eight years as Practicum Director
with the Educational Leaders Program at Nova University. He
also served with the University of Massachusetts as Director of
the Center for Leadership and Administration. David enjoys
traveling across America lecturing and helping educational
leaders find reality-based solutions to problems in the
workplace.

169

c

Purpose and
Overview of the
National Ed.D.
Program
for Educational
Leaders
The goal of the program is to improve the nation's
schools. The means for achieving this goal is to improve the
leadership skills of school admirustrators through an innovative
doctoral program consisting of study, assessment, and action.
The program components include eIght study areas, two practicums and two summer institutes.
In designing a program to meet the needs of school
administrators, Nova was guided by several overall considerations. First of all, it was Nova's intention to develop leadershif
skiIls that would be applied immediately to the solution of rea
problems in the schools. A major objective was to create a
program for the exploration of new approaches to the improvement of elementary and secondary schools through a focus on
real-life situations and school problems.
The basic design of the program permits participants to
work alone and with cOlleagues orgaruzed into local clusters.
Outstanding scholars and practitioners drawn from universities
and educational systems all over the country provide a national
point of view through systematic interaction with participants,
colleagues, and lecturers from other areas and backgrounds.
Annual summer meetings called Education USA bnng participants together for exchanges with one another, Nova staff,
academicians from other diSCiplines, and leaders in the political
world. There is no experience in graduate education equivalent
to the summer institute.
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The program brings expertise and breadth of learning to
participants. The behavioraf sciences and related disciplines
have been integrated and focused on the roles of administrators
in the school system. Practicum projects focusing on actual
problems within the sphere of influence of the individual
participant are also an innovative and essential part of the
Program.
Lloyd Duval Ph.D., Director
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Brooks, Mable K.
Mable Brooks is currently Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction in the District 11 Colorado Springs Public
Schools, Colorado Springs, Colorado. She compfeteaher
doctoral studies in Educational Leadership in 11)88. The results
of this Major Applied Research Project were disseminated
throu~hout the Colorado Springs School District and have been
subffillted to ERIC for publication.

Reduction of Student Failures in
Twenty-one First-year Algebra and
Twenty-four Biology Classes at
Five Senior High Schools Through
a Staff Development Program for
Teachers
Data for the 1985 and 86 school years indicated that 74 and 85 percent respectively of all
course failure grades were in math and science
with the highest percentages in first year algebra
and biology classes. A staff develo/?ment program
in curriculum and methodology traming was
implemented for 21 algebra teachers the first year
ana 24 biology teachers the second year of the
project.
Major reductions in the number of course
failures were recorded in both course areas during
implementation of the project.
.....................

Ed. Leaders Site: Colorado Springs, CO
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Clarke, Ellen B. and Cobb, Daniel
Ellen B. Clarke and Daniel E. Cobb are Reading Coordinator and Assistant Director of Special Services, respectively, in
the Richmond School District Two, Columbia, South Carolina.
During the course of their doctoral studies, they produced the
practicum described below as a collaborative venture. They
belonged to the Columbia, South Carolina, Cluster and completed their degree work in the summer of 1987.

Improving the Performance of Mildly
Handicapped Students in grades 1 - 8
on the South Carolina
Reading and Mathematics Basic Skills
Test
The Basic Skills Assessment Program (BSAP) requires minimum scores in reading and mathematics as
criteria for promotion and graduation for all students, including those who are mildly handicapped . The purpose
of this Intervention was to improve the performance of
elementary and middle school students in the latter
group who were served in special education resource
programs.
The two-pronged, problem-solving strategies
focused on achieving curriculum alignment or congruence between the resource program curriculum oblectives and BSAP objectives as well as between regu ar
education and resource program curriculum. Grade
level curriculum objectives were cross-referenced with
BSAP test objectives, and in addition, sequences of
objectives were correlated with BSAP objectives, CTBS
objectives, district-adopted textbooks, and district
mathematics and language arts curriculum objectives.
Support and monitorIng activities included inservice
traIning for teachers and administrators by the teachers
who developed the curriculum documents.
In addItion to considerable improvement in the percentage of resource students meeting state standards on
both math and reading tests, project outcomes included
improved communication and coordination between
regular and special educators and improved quality
control of special education programs, and enhanced
professional development opportunities for teachers.
.....................

Ed. Leaders Site: Columbia, S.c.
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Gotaskie, John R.; Guinn, Frederick C.
Guinn; and Saylor, Carol H.
These three practicum collaborators all worked in the
Shikellamy Sch001 District in Sunbury, Pennsylvania -Gotaskie as middle school principal, Guinn as secondary
principal, and Saylor as high school principal. The group was
part of the Williamsport (Vennsylvania) nr Cluster and completed their work in mid-1987.

Improving Instructional Practices
Through Staff Development Program
of Teacher Retraining Reinforced by
Classroom-based Coaching and
Extended
Supervisor Support
The problem leading to this practicum intervention
was the need to improve the supervision of teachin~
through a program of staff development for supervIsors.
Teachers felt that the supervision was supportive and
encouraging but not meaningful and proouctive. They
stated that supervisors seldom recommended changes
to improve teaching and that observations seemed to be
conducted primariry to comply with legal requirements
rather than to enhance teacher effectiveness. Analysis of
observation reports confirmed that few addressed
teacher or learner behavior in an explicit manner.
A committee of teachers and administrators identified a set of instructional skills as the appropriate
content, and a staff development model as the appropriate delivery system for improving instruction through
more effective supervision. Supervisory personnel
along with selected teachers were trained in the instructional skills first, then in observation skills and conference techniques.
Positive reactions and improved supervision were
documented from among both teachers and administrators involved in this program. Volunteers from both
groups promised to Keep the program going during the
truro year; requests for the services of the trainers fiy
nearby school districts reflected the positive reputation
of the program within the near educational community .

...................
Ed. Leaders Site: Williamsport III, PA
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Students and professors at Naua University are serious about annual
Summer Institutes. The group above represents participants in the
National EdD. Program for Educational Leaders.
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Hayes, Thomas E.
Thomas Hayes is principal of the Lewis Palmer Middle
School in Monument, Colorado. He completed his doctoral
studies in Educational Leadership in 1988. The results of this
applied research project have been disseminated throughout his
school district.

Development and Implementation
of an Alternative Curriculum
Design for Teaching Thinking
Skills to Middle Schools Students
An alternative curriculum design that
stressed four pre-<ieterrnined thinking skills were
implemented over a two-year period of time as a
structured, sequential course of study within the
English and mathematics deparhnents in conjunction with content objectives. Original indications
of weak thinking skIlls included poor results on
the Cornel Critical Thinking Test, Level S; Test M2, the mathematics subtest of written problems of
the ITBS; and on Beyer's Thinking Skills Inventory.
Indications of little attention being given to the
teaching of thinking skills were found in district
curriculum guides, district staff development
programs, teacher made tests, and instructional
materials.
Instructional units following Piagetian
learning theory of using manipuratives paper and
pencil exercises and verbalized abstract expression
were used to teach similarities/differences,
sequences, classification and analogies. Positive
results indicated that thinking skills can be taught
and learned to enhance the mastery of academiC
curriculum.

Ed. Leaders Site: Colorado Springs, CO
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Merchant, Leonard Paul
Leonard Paul Merchant serves as director of Chapter I
Programs and Coordinator of Reading in grades K-12 10 the
Canton Public Schools, Canton, Massachusetts. He was a
member of the Boston m Cluster and completed his doctoral
degree in the summer of 1987.

Improving Student Comprehension
and Achievement in Reading,
Science and Social Studies through
Trans-disciplinary Collaboration in
a Thinking-study Skills Program
This practicum addressed the steadily
declining performance of poor readers in science
and social studies as they move through grades
seven, eight, and nine. Longitudinal data confirmed the escalating probaoility of student failure
in reading and read 109-loaded subjects among
students entering these junior high grades with
poor reading achievement.
Reading, science, and social studies teachers
worked together to develop the thinking-study
skills program based on the idea that subject area
content provided a promising context for student
development of learning skilfs needed to improve
achievement in reading, science, and social
studies. Merchant developed a "human resource
model," which he called the Cooperative Triad
Model for Student Support, relieil upon students,
teachers, administrators, and parents playing
interrelated and supportive roles.
Student achievement in fact improved;
indeed, the greater the degree of teaCher collaboration in instruction, the more it appeared to
increase. Merchant hazards the suggestion that
rigid, departmental organization at middle junior
high school levels may be an impediment to
learning for lower-achieving students .
.........................

Ed. Leaders Site: Boston III - MA
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O'Donoghue, Dolores
Dolores O'Donoghue served as program manager for
Educational Planning and Services at the ~arin County Office
of Education in San Rafael, California, during the planning and
execution of this practicum. She was a member of the San
Francisco Bay Area II Cluster, and completed her doctoral work
in September 1988.

Development and Implementation of
Program to Inte~rate Technolo~y into the
Curriculum at DIXie and ValleCito Schools,
Marin County, California
This project began as an effort to increase student motivation for learning, to expand teacher competence in the use of
computers and VCRs in the elementary school curriculum, and
to enhance the effectiveness of parents' involvement in their
children'S education. The central strategy was to bring computers and VCRs into the classroom and assIst teachers in integrating them into their daily activities.
The first stage of the practicum was to train the administrators in two elementary schools to understand the potential in
the available hardware and software for increasing teacher and
student skills - allowing them to become technological leaders
at their school sites. Teacher training followed in e<Juipment
use and software selection. In response to teachers needs for
addi tional, ongoing support, an on-site consultant spent half a
day in each scnool each week to assist teachers and aides.
Software lending libraries were established at each
school, but when the state grants for additional hardware were
withdrawn, extensive use was made of home computers since
almost fifty percent of the homes had the appropnate hardware.
As the mtervention was concluded, teachers had substantially increased their use of computers as instructional tools,
students were more highly motivated to learn and parent
involvement in the schoof curriculum had increased. In addition, plans were being made to create a guide for other California schools wishing to increase use of technology in their
curriculum through administrator and teacher training, on-site
assistance, and the formation of software lending libraries .
..........................

Ed. Leaders Site: San Francisco Bay Area II
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Parsons, James W.
During the course of developing this multiyear practicum,
James W. Parsons served as both principal of the Eric White
Elementary School and director of curriculum, both within the
Selma Unified School District, Selma, California. He has since
moved on to a superintendency in the same state. A member of
the San Francisco Bay Area II Cluster, Parsons completed his
doctoral work in the summer of 1988.

Improvin~ Hispanic Student
Reading AchIevement with a TotalSchool, Integrated Reading Plan

Before the practicum began, the reading program in the target elementary school was not welldefined, teacher expectations of student achievement were low, and only eighteen percent of the
student body read at or above grade level.
The first thrust of the intervention was the exposure of staff members to current research on
reading and the setting of parameters for maximizing achievement. Botfi staff and parents were
involved in reviewing the reading program, in
making the necessary adjustments In tne program,
and in developing procedures to tie the total effort
into an integrated reading plan involving both
classroom and school wide activities. BUIlding on
this background and from his new position as
director of curriculum, Parsons led the staff
development program to train teachers in new
teaching methodologies and spearheaded the
implementation of aliterature group reading
program in each classroom.
Reading achievement was increased as
measured by the California Achievement Test,
among other instruments; and new productive
relationships were forged between school and
community members .
.....................

Ed. Leaders Site: San Francisco Bay Area II
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Cluster coordi1Ulters meet periodically for
professional renewal.
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Raby, Marilyn E.
During the course of the project reported here, Marilyn
Raby was director of Curriculum Services in the Sequoia Union
High School District in Redwood City, California. She was a
member of the San Francisco II Cluster. She completed her
doctoral work in 1988.

Reduction of a High School Student
Dropout Rate throu~h Increased
Organizational EffiCiency and by
Implementation of a Holding Power
Improvement Program
The school district, widely recognized for academic excellence, experienced an annually-increasing
number of school leavers. The goal of this intervention
was to improve the quality of eilucation for SeqUOia's
dropout-prone students so that they could experience
success and finish their high school educations.
A task force was established to develop a longterm coml?rehensive plan for dropout prevention;
members mcluded parents, students, school personnel
and business and service organization representatives.
The group identified the characteristics of potential
dropouts in the District, proposed specific strategies
for corrective action, and received approval of the plan
and implementation resources from the Board of
Trustees.
The report of this project chronicles activities and
successes in three major areas of the master plan:
enrichment and restructuring of the Independent Study
Center Program, expansion of summer scnool offerings
in part so tfiat center students could receive needed
academic credit, and coordination of contacts with
outside agencies for students involved in substance
abuse and those who were experiencing emotional
problems.
Following the implementation period before the
intervention, a targeteil group of at-risk students in the
Independent Study Center Program demonstrated
reduction in factors associated with their potential for
dropping out -- holding power was increased.

Ed. Leaders Site: San Francisco Bay Area II
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Weatherill, James A.
James Weatherill is the assistant superintendent of Support
Systems in the Littleton Public School System, Littleton, Colorado. He completed the Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership in 1989. The results of this practicum have been shared
with other members of the school district and have been submitted to ERIC for possible publication.

The Development and
Implementation Plan for Job
Transition and Related Problem
Identification
This report describes the plan that the
author used to familiarize himself with all of the
important aspects of a new position in a new
community and the identification and implemen~ation of.a staff develorment program for auxilIary servIces personne .
After the analysis of a district-wide auxiliary
services needs assessment, indicated that training
of auxiliary services personnel had been inadequate for them to peiform their job functions satisfactorily. The wri ter established specific joboriented training workshops in eight different
areas. Resul torpre- and posttesting and supervisor ratings indicated that training had been
successful and that employees were satisfactorily
using their new skills on the job. Included within
the document is a thorough discussion of actions
to be taken for an employee to be totally familiar
with the new position wIthin the first four weeks
of job transition .
.........................

Ed. Leaders Site: Colorado Springs, CO

182

Wisor, Robert L. and Zank, Michael E.
Robert Wisor is principal and Michael Zank is assistant
principal of Cinnaminson High School, Cinnaminson, New
Jersey. They completed their Doctorates in Educational Leadership In 1988. The results of this Group Practicum were disseminated throughout their school district and in surrounding
districts.

The Design and Implementation of
a Formative and Summative
Evaluation System to Measure
Student Achievement in English,
Mathematics, Science and
Social Studies.
Problems originally noted included a reliance on standardiZed tests of basic skills to
evaluate entire curriculum, an absence of measurable objectives in study units, and poor content
validity and reliability. Teacher-made instruments did not include individual questions with
adequate power to discriminate among high-and
low-achieving test takers.
Solution strategies employed began with
workshops for teachers on the principles of
formative and summative evaluation and the
preparation of valid and reliable testing instruments. Teacher teams in each academic area
applied the instruments. In addition, instructional plans were employed for use with students
whose test results showed that material had been
poorly learned. Finally, computer assistance was
provided for scoring and analyzing test results.
Symptoms of the original problem were
reduced; measurable objectives were written for
each course; and teacher-made tests were developed for the full gamut of desired learning outcomes. Also, test instruments improved in
reliability, individual test items more effectively
discriminated, and teachers doubled post-evaluation instructional time in review of test content
which had not been learned .
..........................

Ed. Leaders Site: Wilmington IV, DE
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Students enjoy regional cluster meetmgs .
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Ed.D. Programs
in Higher
Education
Adult Education, Vocational, Technical
and Occupational Education
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Peter K. Mills, Associate
Director, Programs for Higher
Education

A.B. St. Peter's College
Ed.M. & Ed.D. Rutger's
University

Peter Mills served as Dean of Evans Colle!$e
of Lifelon!$ Learning, University of Charleston, In
West Virgmia. He was also Foundin!$ Dean of
University College, Widener UniversIty, Chester,
Pennsylvania, and Wilmington, Delaware. He
speaks and writes widely on adult learning
issues. He currently serves as a member 01 the
Board of Directors of the Association for Continuing Higher Education and of Alpha Sigma
Lambda Aault Education Foundation. He is
President of ACHE for 1988-89.
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PROGRAMS FOR
HIGHER
EDUCATION
The Programs for Higher Education provide a field-based
doctor of education (Ed. D.) program for practitioners working in
three specialized areas of ec:fucation: Higher Education; Leadership in Adult Education; and Vocational; Technical, Occupational
Education. Many of the Adult Education students are involved
in business, industrial, and military training. The programs
employ a field-based delivery system combIning formal instruction, independent study, and applied research. The integrated
curriculum has been designed to be completed in approximately
three years. The goal of Programs for HIgher Education is to
provide quality c:foctoral education. The mtent is to foster more
rational decision making in education programs and systems, by
improving the skills of those who are currently involved in the
planning management, and delivery of them. Thus these offermgs are designed exclusively for the practitioner who is employed in a poSition related to one of the areas of specialization.
Students are organized into groups called clusters. All students are members of a cluster, and air clusters are headed by a
cluster coordinator--a local representative of Nova University.
Students must attend and pass seven seminars. Two specialization seminars are taken only by those enrolled for that specialization.
In addition to curriculum and program planning students
must do Applied Educational Research and Evaluation, Learning
Theory and Applications, Societal Factors Affecting Education.
The major applied research project (MARP) is expected to
be the capstone to doctoral study. MARPs are much like practicums, only much more ambitious and rigorous.

Summer Institute
Each student must attend two summer institutes. Summer institutes are week-long conferences that bring together
students, cluster coordinators, practicum evaluators, major
applied research project advisors, national lecturers, central staff
members, and nationally known educators to share ideas.
Ross E. Moreton, EdD. Director

187

c

Albertson, Harry T.
Harry T. Albertson is assistant dean of vocational technical
programs at Pasco Hernando Community College in Dade City,
Honda. He is in the higher eduCQtion specialization leading to
the Ed .D. and a member of the Tampa Cluster coordinatea by
Dr. Valda Robinson.

The Influence of Socio-Economic
Class on Scores on the CollegeLevel Academic Skills Test When
Prior Academic Achievement
is Controlled
Students enrolled in Horida public colleges
and universities are required t0J'ass a test of
college-level communication an computation
skills (the CLAST) prior to receiving an associate
in arts degree or entering the junior year.
This study was desIgned to determine if
students from lower socio-econornic classes
score as well on the CLAST as students from
average to above average socio-economic strata.
The study utilized the Pell Grant eligibility index
to determine socio-economic strata. Prior academic achievement is also controlled.
The analysis indicated that non-grant
recipient students scored significantly higher on
the writing sub test than the grant recipient
population. No significant mean differences
were found for the reading, math, and essay
subtests.
Because of an inherent positive skewness to
the sampling distributions in terms of the
covariate that could not be controlled, the effects
of the covariate were minimal. However, the
significant difference in means on the writing
subtest was cause to recommend that the wnting
competencies of grant recipients be monitored
closely in tenns of CLAST requirements. It was
also recommended that special programs be
developed to assist low socio-economic students
identifY and improve writing deficiencies.
......................

Practicum Evaluator: John Losak, Ph.D.
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Students in the Programs for Higher Education
visit the main campus.
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Cline, Larry F.
Larry F. Cline is dean of occupational education and
economic development at Central Arizona College in Coolidge,
Arizona. He is in the higher education specialization leading to
the Ed.D. Larry is in tlie Phoenix Cluster. His coordinator was
Raul Cardenas.

A Systematic Ap{'roach to
Developing a Remedlal Education
Program at Central Arizona College
to Assist Students Achieve
Appropriate Literacy Levels for
Postsecondary Academic Success
Central Arizona College is a rural, multicampus, two year institution located midway
between Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona. A declining copper industry, a stagnant ,population, and an
unstable economy has resulted In a decreasing enrollment and an increasing attrition rate.
The purpose of this study was to develop a
systematic approach to implementing an effective
remediation program to assist students achieve
appropriate literacy levels for postsecondary acaoemic success. The process ofthe study was a telephone survey' of ten community colleges in the
states of Cahfornia, Arizona, New Mexico, and
Texas. The colleges were selected by size and
demographics which most closely resembled those
of Central Arizona College. The surveys were
completed within a four-week period. Each survey
averaged twenty minutes with a number of spontaneous ideas, concepts, and suggestions resulting
from exchanged dialogue.
The results of the survey: revealed a similarity
of philosophy regarding developmental education
and its importance. Without exception, each institution was currently involved in remediation or
placed it high on the list of priorities for the coming
academic year.

Practicum Evaluator: Kenneth Varcoe, Ph.D.
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Cowan, Nancy
Nancy Cowan is an instructor in the nursing program at

Chabot Colfege in Hayward, California. She is enrolled in the
higher education specialization leading to the Ed.D. She is a
member of the Oakland Cluster coorainated by Dr. Martha
Nawy.

The Development, Implementation,
and Evaluation of a Student Guide
Incorporating a Conceptual
Framework in a Nursing Program
Curriculum
The concel?tual framework used by Chabot
ColIege's ASSOCIate Degree nursing program was
criticiZed by the State Board of Nursing and by the
nursing students as lacking in c1aril}' and consistency
in faculty implementation. The faculty subsequently
discussed the need to formalize the conceptua1 framework and its implementation into a written guide book
for use by both faculty and students. The purpose of
this study was to develop, implement, and evaluate a
guide book that would incorporate the conceptual
framework of the nursing program's curricufum.
The guide book was aeveloped by the nursing
faculty. Plans for its distribution to faculty and students were carried out during an orientabon session at
the beginning of the next acaaemic year. At the end of
the first quarter of its implementation, fifty-one
students and six faculty members particiyated in
evaluating the guide book througn use 0 a questionnaire. The research question was: Is such a guide
effective as a resource for students and faculty in implementing the conceptual framework in a clear and
consistent manner? The results of the questionnaire
and subsequent review by the State Board of Nursing
indicated that the book was effective in lending clarity
and consistency to the implementation of the program's conceptual framework.
It was recommended by the faculty that the guide
book be required for alI students' purchase and that it
be evaluatcil annually by faculty and the student
liaison committee for needed revision .
...........................

Practicum Evaluator: Donald Rigg, Ed.D.
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Dr. Ross Moreton, Director of Programs in Higher Education, leads a
group at one of the annual Summer Institutes.
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Ellner, Johanna
Johanna Ellner is a mathematics lecturer at New York City
Technical Col/eKe. She is a member of the Philadelphia Cluster
(with Dr. Phyllis Cooper as coordinator) and is in the Ed.D.
program with a specialization in higher education.

New York City Technical College
Student Evaluations of the
Effectiveness of Mathematics
Instructors Holding Different
Educational Degrees
The doctoral degree has been the prerequisite for a successful career in college teaching.
Throughout history the educational elitists' theory
for educa tors has not been questioned, even
though student populations and teaching styles
have changed considerably. In this study the
results of student evaluations of faculty were used
to determine whether the educational degree of a
mathematics instructor at New York City Technical College was a significant factor in students'
perceptions of an instructor's effectiveness.
During spring, 1988, a ten-item student
opinion survey was distributed to 738 students
enrolled in forty-four mathematics classes.
Fourteen classes were taught by instructors with
doctorates, while the highest educational degree
of the instructors in the other 30 classes was a
master's degree. The results of four different
statistical tests revealed no significant difference
between the effectiveness of instructors with
doctorates and those with master's degrees.
The results of this study were presented to
the appointments committee of the Mathematics
Department at New York City Tech. It was
recommended, on the basis of the findings, that
the present doctoral degree requirements used in
the screening process to hire new faculty be less
stringent.

Practicum Evaluator: John Houseman, Ph.D.
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Goodard, Jerry F.
Dr. Jerry F. Goodard is vice-president of academic affairs
at Pensacola Christian College in Florida. His specialization in the
PHE Ed.D. program was nigher education. He was a member of
the West Floriaa Cluster wIth Dr. Gaspare Tamburello as
coordinator.

The Development, Implementation,
and Evaluation of a Staff
Development Program for Faculty
Members of Pensacola Christian
College
Pensacola Christian College is a four-year liberal
arts Christian college which was founded in 1974.
Enrollment growth and a variety of academic program
has necessitated the hiring of professional faculty
members who do not necessarily possess degrees in the
field of education.
This major applied research project involved the
development, imp1ementation, and evaluation of a staff
development program for faculty members of Pensacola
Christian Colrege. Training modules were developed
through researcn of other staff development programs
and a review of the literature. The course content of
pre-existing undergraduate courses in the college was
also researched.
Training in test construction and use and classroom procedures was presented to faculty members of
the college in inservice meetings. Followmg presentations, each was evaluated objectivel)' and subjectively
through questionnaires and personal interviews. A
primary conclusion reached at the completion of the
project was that such practical instruction was long
overdue.
The evaluations also indicated a desire for practical instruction that would help teachers improve their
teaching skills. Several recommendations were made
following the completion of the project.
...................

MARP Committee: Ron Newell, Ed.D., Advisor
Gaspare Tamburello, Ed. D.,
Local Reader
Ross E. Moreton, Ed.D.,
Central Reader
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Goodwin, Sandra J.
Sandra Goodwin is in the PHE Ed.D. program with a
specialization in higher education. Her cluster coordinator is Dr.
Charles Collins. Sfie is an instructor of office administration/
automation at Clark County Community College in North LAs
Vegas, Nevada.

A Comparison of the Academic
Performance of Word Processing
Students Experiencing a
Personalized System of Instruction
and Those Experiencing Traditional
Lecture Instruction.
This study was to determine if a significant
difference existed between the academic performance of students taught through a personalized
system of instruction (PSI) ana those taught
through traditional lecture instruction in the word
processing course. The problem of student comI'laints regarding PSI was apparent. In addition,
there were complaints regarding the variety and
number of types of equipment and computer
software, laCk of space, and the lack of instructors
for traditional lecture instruction. However, it was
not known if there was a difference between the
academic performance of students in the two types
of instruction.
The records of 200 students were studied to
determine whether they completed the course or
withdrew from the course, tlie type of instruction
they received, and the grade they received (passing
or failing). The Chi Square calculation was performed, and it was determined that there was not a
si~ificant difference in the number of students who
WIthdrew from the two types of instruction. Further Chi Square calculations revealed that there was
a significant difference between the academic
performance of the students.
It was recommended that the results be shared
with administrators so that PSI can be phased out of
word processing instruction as soon as possible.
Itlt ............. ..

Practicum Evaluator: Earl Wright, Ph.D.
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Hoehlein, Richard E.
Richard Hoehlein is director of continuing education at

Tidewater Community College in Virginia Beach, Virginia. He is a

member of the Hampton/Richmond Cluster with Dr. Phil
Woolf as coordinator. Richard is in the Ed.D. program with a
specialization in adult education.

The Development and Use of an
Assessment Process to Determine
Community Awareness, Attitudes, and
Use of College Programs and Services
at a Selected Off-Campus Center
Tidewater Community College has had a longstanding commitment to make its educational offerings
accessible to the citizens in its service area. This study
was designed as a community assessment focused on the
adults living in a residential area (8,900 homes) within the
city of Virgmia Beach. Its purpose was to collect data
concerning the public's awareness, prior and anticipated
use, and perceptions of this off-<:ampus center, particularly
the programs and services that were (or could be) offered
there. The methodology employed for this focused
"environmental scan" was a structured telephone interview of a randomly-selected sample of 391 ci tizens.
Among the key findings were: broad community
awareness and support for this off-campus center, higher
than average pubfic participation at the site, significant
interest in flaving a wider range of course offerings and
information/ adviSing services brought to the center,
identification of key factors that serve as potential barriers
to attendance, and high ratings for the college's community-based offerings. Also, it was determined that this
population's demographic profile closely resembles the
non-traditional stuaent body (i.e. mature adult learner) of
the main camI?us, with considerable potential for expanding the diverSIty and amount of programming at that
location.
Recommendations were made concerning improvements in future applications of the study design for other
community assessments, along with su!%estions for major
increases in the college's pubhc information activities.
......................

Practicum Evaluator: Donald Rigs, Ed.D.
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Johnson, Tanya
Tanya Johnson is an instructor of communication at
EverKreen Valley Collese in San lose, California. She is a student in
the Oakland Cluster In the higher education (Ed.D.) specialization . Her cluster coordinator is Dr. Martha Nawy.

An Assessment of the Level of
Faculty Burnout at Evergreen
Valley College .
Societal factors and the internal pressures
that developed in response to them converged in
the 1980s to affect Evergreen Valley College
faculty morale. Burnout has been thought to be a
major source of low faculty morale. The human
services professions are particularly vulnerable to
burnout and for community colleges the major
area of concern is its effect on the quality of teaching. It was the purpose of this study to assess the
level of faculty burnout to determine the necessity
for personal and organizational interventions to
reduce it.
The Maslach Burnout Inventory was administered to all full-time faculty. The response rate
was 76 percent. The results indicated that there is
significant burnout. One-fifth or more of the
faculty respondents were experiencing some
phase of burnout. Seventeen and one=half percent
of the scores indicated that respondents were
experiencing early signs of burnout and 21.25
percent indIcated that they are in the advanced
stage.
As a result of this study, it is recommended
that administrative attention be given to organizational and personal intervention to reduce and
prevent the further spread of the burnout problem
and that the Faculty Senate support the administra tion in their efforts.
"' ................ ..

Practicum Evaluator: Kenneth Varcoe, Ph.D.
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Kroll, Ronald C.
Ronald Kroll is chair of the department of music at the
Practical Bible Training School in Bibfe School Park, New York. A
member of the Philadelphia Ouster with Dr. Phyllis Cooper as
cluster director, he is in the higher education speaalization of the
Ed.D. program.

A Comparison of Music Program
Requirements at Selected Christian
Colleges for Use as an Articulation
Model at Practical Bible Training
School
Music majors at the three-year Bible college
Practical Bible Training School (PBTS) have been
unable to transfer mUSIc credits to other colleges to
complete baccalaureate degrees because of a
dissunilarity in program requirements. The purpose of this practicum was to compare program
requirements at Christian colleges where PBTS
graduates were likely to transfer, identifying
common courses at these institutions to be used as
the core of a new, transferable music program at
PBTS.
Catalogs from 44 colleges representing 113
music programs were obtained, and required
courses were analyzed for all programs according
to kind of college (Bible or liberal arts), accreditation status, degree, and specific music major.
Five courses-music theory, music history,
conducting, applied music, and ensemble-were
required by over eighty percent of all music
programs; no other course was required by over
halfof all programs. The majors church music,
music education, performance, and general music
accounted for eighty-four percent ofthe programs
in these colleges. Hymnology and church music
administration are requiredoy over four out of five
of the programs in each of these majors.
A music curriculum consisting of reqUired
courses in music theory, music history, conducting,
ensemble, hymnology, and church music administration was recommended for PBTS.

Practicum Evaluator: Gary Rankin, Ph.D.
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Phipps, John E.

10hn Phipps is enrolled in the hi~her education specialization leading to the Ed.D. degree. He IS associate chair of the
Hight Technology Department at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
Umversity in Bunnell, Florida, and a member of the Tampa
Cluster (Dr. Valda Robinson).

Validation of an Aeronautical
Decision-Making Training Program
for U.S. Air Force Pilots at EmhryRiddle Aeronautical University
A study was conducted to validate a previously
developed training program designed to teach
decision-making skills to U.s. Air Force Pilots. Of
particular interest was whether or not pilot decisionmaking skills could be enhanced through a training
program specifically designed to teach Judgmentaf
skilfs as applied to the flight environment.
Two groups of students were randomly selected from volunteers solicited from students
currently enrolled in flight training at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University. A I?retest designed to
measure decision-making abIlities was aaministered
to the students in both groups. Following the pretest
the Aeronautical Decision-Making Training Program
for U.s. Air Force Pilots was adnunistered to one
group of sixteen students. The second group, made
up of thirteen students, was given instruction in
instrument flight skills that was essentially an extension of previous instruction.
The results of the investigation indicated that
the decision-making ability of the control group did
not significantly chan~e as a result of trainIng and
that tlie decision-making ability of the experimental
group improved significantly after administration of
the Aeronautical Decision-Making Training Program
for U.s. Air Force Pilots. It was recommended that
the U.s. Air Force adopt the training program and
conduct further study to verify applicability to Air
Force student pilots.

Practicum Evaluator: Earl Wright, Ph.D.
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Stone, Jennie Ann
Jennie Stone is an adjunct instructor in nursing at Boston
College. She is enrolled in the adult education specialization of
the Ed.D' l?rogram and is a member of the Massachusetts
Cluster, WIth Dr. Robert Sharples.

Integration of Adult Education and
Patient Education Concepts Into a
Conceptual Framework For Health
Education
The AHE Matrix (Adult Health Education Matrix)
is a conceptual model for the practice of client health
education. lt depicts the integration of adult education
principles and practices into the concept of patient
education. It reintegrated the concept of patient education into the broader, more inclusive concept of health
education utilizing the Preventive Intervention Theory,
which includes the concepts of health promotion,
restoration, and rehabili tation, as an organizing framework. The model is depicted diagrammatically and assumptions, definitions, and rationales were also formulated to provide an explanation of the relationship
among the three components: Health, Client Health
Education and Adult Education.
Besides the creative processes ofthe researcher,
both the processes of concept analysis and synthesis
were the basis for the model formation. As a model
design, the matrix was the format chosen for it best
depicts the integration of the three concepts simultaneously. This reinforces that it is an interactionist model,
since within the role of the nurse as a health educator,
these concepts are integrated and interact to form the
basis for every formal or informal educational encounters with the client. It is this interaction of the nurse and
the client regarding any aspect of the health-illness
continuum that craters the multidimensional matrix.
This model is recommended for use in the curriculum at
Boston College for it is compatible with both nursing
theoretical models and nursing practice methodology
called the nursing process as well as the curricular
framework at the School of NurSing.
....................

Practicum Evaluator: Dr. Donald Rigg
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Young, Jacqueline
Jacqueline 'Young is a part-time instructor of history at
Pensacola Junior College, F1orida. She is enrolled in the program leading to an Ed .D., with a specialization in higher education. Dr. Gaspare Tamburello is tlie coordinator of the West
F10rida Cluster.

A Study to Identify, Develop, and
Evaluate Critical Thinking
Activities in a Pre-International
Baccalaureate World History Class
The purpose of this practicum was to develop
and evaluate critical thinking activities for the PreInternational Baccalaureate Program at Pensacola
High School (Pensacola, F1orida) during the 198687 school year. A need for critical thinking activities existed in this program. A search of tile
literature was made, activities were developed,
and the activities were assessed through a pretest
and posttest research design using a control group
and an experimental group. The null hypothesis,
"The pretest and the posttest scores of the control
and exp,erimental groups will not differ significantly, ' was rejected. The alternative hypothesis
was accepted after an analysis of covariance was
calculated. Further analYSIS indicated that the
number of activities completed was related to
individual gains and losses between the pretest
and posttest scores. The results of this practicum
apphed to the specific population tested and
should be generalized to other populations with
caution. Recommendations included the replication of the study with other groups, the development of additional activities, the use of critical
thinking activities in other disciplines, inservice
training for faculty, and the inclusion of non-lB
students in courses emphasizing critical thinking .
........................

Practicum Evaluator: John West, Ed.D.
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Students relax beside the fountains and lakes of the mllin campus
in Fort Lluderdale.

203

•

GEM
PROGRAMS
TOPIC INDEX
NAME

TOPIC

Ammerman, David A.

Develol'ing Leadership Skills in
High SChool Band Members, #1

Arenz, Joyce T.

Using Coml'uterized Book Reports
to Increase the Independent Reading of Low Achieving Fifth
Graders, #2

Beggs, Martha R.

Improving the Academic Performance and Attitudes of Private
School Students Through Parental
Involvement, #3

Berrigan, Lauren V.

Improving Student Performance
on Problems Involving Radical
Expressions, #4

Bidwell, Mary L.

Supplementin~ Inservice Training
witn a StrategIes Intervention
Model Resource Manual, #5

Boutwell, Connie E.

A Pr~am to Improve the
Effectiveness of Substitute
Teachers, #6

Bragg, Marita Sue

Making Academic Remediation
Programs More Positive and
Image Building for the Adult
Student, #7

Brandt, Millicent Hume

Improving Auditory SequenCing
Skills in !he Kindergarten Age
Child through Increased Instruction
in Music, #8
204

Burkholder, Julia G.

Computers: A Solution to the
Gifted Student Underachieving in
Art, #9

Carter, Michelle V.

Methods for Improving the Reading and Spelling Skills of the
Junior High Typing Student, #10

Coltman, Sharon Jane G.

Rainbow Around the World : A
Multisensory Global Spectrum of
Societal Interdependence for
Primary School Children, #11

Cool, Tim

Integrating Computers and
Accounting into the Accounting
Operations Curriculum, #12

Cooper, Harvey

Improving the Cardiovascular
Fitness 01 Eighth Grade Girls
Through Aerobics, #13

Counts, Jeannine G.

Using Semantic AnalysiS to Enrich
the Vocabulary of Accelerated
Fourth Grade Students, #14

Couret, Jose

Educating, Counseling, and
Supplying Career Onentation for
the Potential Hispanic Dropout, #15

Craig, Darlene S.

A Plan to Reduce Library Book
Losses, #16

Cranshaw, Jacqueline

A Reading Program Designed
to Improve Self-Esteem in
Visually Impaired Students, #17

Davis, Francine Finkel

A Program for Increasing the
Number of Dependent Oauses in
the Writing of Senior High School
Students, 1/18

Davis, Gary A.

Teaching English to Speakers of
Other [anguages (ESOL) Using
Methods for Adult Based Competencies, #19

DeCandido, Linda S.

The Use of Quality Circle
Techniques to Improve
Problem Solving in Elementary
School, #20
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Dickinson, Rhonda Dalton Strategies for Improving the Safety
of Group Interaction, #21
Dunn, Audrey

A Computer - Assisted Instructional Program to Facilitate
Eleventh Grade Remediation in
Skill H68, Direct Address, #22

Einbinder, Ronny A.

Designing and Implementing
a Computer Literacy Course for
Intermediate Elementary Students
Who Are Both Academically
Excellent and Disadvantaged, #23

Estocin, James

Improving the Map Skills of Basic
Level Earth Science Students, #24

Fail, Margaret P.

Improving Seventh Grade Spelling Performance Using
Mnemonics, #25

Fitzsimmons, Katherine L. Using SmaIl Group Learning
Centers to Improve the Listening
Skills of Disailvantaged
Children, #26
Flowers, Annie

An Advisor/Advisee Program
for Grades Five and Six, #27

Frieling, Marilyn L.

Using Eclectic Strategies and a
Cognitive-Based Approach to
Improve the Spelling of Sixth
Graders, #28

Fuller, Barbara

Using a Computer - Aided Reading Instruction Tool, Integrating
Speech Technology, with Limited
Fnglish Proficient (LEP)
Students, #29

Goodman, Ann M.

Improving the Overall Fitness
Levels of Trainable Mentally
Handicapped Students, #30

Grauberger, Eldon

Implementing the Meaningful
Observation of Local Governmental Bodies by Students
Studying U.S. Government, #31
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Green, Barbara A.

Improving the Skills of Chapter I
Third Grade Students for Solving
Money Problems on Florida
SSAT"Tests, #32

Harris, Noel V.

Encouraging the Development of
Critical Thinking Skills in
Third Grade Students, #33

Hartzog, Betty C.

Using Synectics to Enhance the
Creativity of Gifted High School
Studen ts, #34

Hughes, Patrick Jacob

Maximizing Student Participation
in Dramatic Productions Through
Implementation of a Classroom
Theater, #35

Jackson, Albert L. Jr.

Preventing Tardiness in Upper
Elementary Students, #36

Joiner, Flora S.

Improving the Reading Skills of
Chapter fThird Grade Students by
Infusing Daily Narrative and
Expository Composition into the
Reading Program, #37

Jordon, Bonita A.

Using Poetry to Iml'rove the
Verbal Language Skills of
Educable Mentally Handicapped
Students, #38

Karas, Elizabeth A.

Using Cooking Experiences to
Increase the Disadvantaged
Preschooler's Ability to Follow
Oral Direction, #39

Kennedy, Gail B.

The Development and Evaluation
of a High SChool Law Education
Unit, #40

Kerr, Sandra Dian

A Program to Increase the Word
Recognition Level of Specific
Learning Disability Students, #41

Klayer, William J.

A Diagnostic Health Fitness Program for the College Student, #42

Klein, Don

Using a Computer Database to
Improve the Management of
Elementary Students, 1143
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Kouwenhoven, Marie

Increasing the Academic Engaged Time and Effective
Teaching Behavior of Intern
Teachers, #44

Kreuzer, Susan K.

Developing the Decoding Skills of
First Graders Through a Daily
Sequential Program in Phonics, #45

Kroeker, Judith A.

Increasinl$ Comprehension in the
Low AbilIty Student through the
Use of Oral and Aural Reading, #46

Laflam, Eunice H.

Improving Grammatical Skills
Through a Technique of Monitoring Errors in Student Writing, #47

Lair, Josephine H.

Creating a "Skill Tracker" for
Junior High Mathematics
Standards""Related Directly to
Compu ters, #48

Langel, Janice Fay

Using a Cross-Age TutOring Program to Enhance Sight Word
Recognition in Primary Resource
Room Students, #49

Lethridge, Diane L.

A Gifted Education Inservice
Program for Regular Classroom
Teachers, #50

Loeicero, Bonnie ].

Developing the Study Skills of
First Graders through a Sequential
Program of Listenmg to tollo w
Direction, #51

Lou, Lillian L.

Improving Penmanship Among
First Graders Using an
Alternative Handwriting
Program, #52

Lyman, Mary R.

A Reading Readiness SightWord Program for Use with
Kindergarten Students Having
Visual-Perceptual Deficits, #53

Malcolm, Peggy F.

Improving Perceptual Motor Skills
of Kindergarten Children Through
a Developmental Physical
Program, #54
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McDermott, James R.

Using the Newspaper to Teach
Reading Skills, #55

McFadden, Mary

Strategies for the Effective Use of
Peer-Editing in Writing Classes, #56

Meils, Elaine A.

Developing Music History Knowledge Through Computer-Assisted
Instruction,1#57

Miller, Virginia H.

The Design and Implementation of
a Speech, Drama, and Communications Course for Junior High
Students, #58

Mock, Anthony Gordon

Team Learning in Foreign
Language Study: An Experiment
in Overseas Study Program, #59

Moore, Shirley H.

Improving Higher Level Thinking Skills In Mathematics, #60

Neal, Carol S.

A Computer Program for Facilitating Record Keeping in Yearbook Advertising, #61

Neely, Charles Scott

Improving Classroom Management Skilfs to Promote Proper
Use of Referrals, #62

Newton, Geraldine B.

Using the Self-Monitoring of
Attention Span to Improve the
Mathematics Performance of
Learning Disabled Children, #63

Nocerini, Monica

Using a Four-Stage Teaching
Strategy to Improve the Library
Skills of Fifth-Grade Children, #64

Obrand, Shelley

The Training and Supervision of
Practicum Students in the Use of
Precision Teaching with Exceptional
Children, #65

O'Loughlin, Linda M.

Using Left and Right Hemispheric
Approaches For Improving the
Snort Vowel Skills of Second
Graders, #66
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Parker, Gay E.

Using Motivational Devices for
Improving the Proofreading Skills
of Secondary Students, #67

Paul, Mary K.

Implementation of a Systematic
Method of Improving Custodial
Services, #68

Pettit, Amy

Using Computer-Assisted Instruction to Improve the Mathematical Problem-Solving Abilities of
Third Grade Students, #69

Phillips,
Helen Marie Mathews

Teaching Three Individualized Reading Strategies, Based
on Modality Strength, to Mentally Handicapped Students in
a Congregate 1.lving Center, #70

Pisano, Thomas N.

Improving Instructional Efficiency
Through the Implementation of
Computerized Management and
Prescriptive Analysis, #71

Plank, Sandra

Improving the Listening Comprehension Skills of Chapter I Second
Grade Students, #72

Prey, Elizabeth D.

Improving the Attendance of
Chronic Truants in the Middle
School, #73

Rainwater, Mara V.

HAil is for IIAbsent": Using
Behavioral Strategies in Reading,
Writing, and Renumeration to
Address Truancy's Agenda, #74

Reck, Gene

Keeping Pace with New Technology: An Introductory Course in
Robotics, FORTH, and Artificial
Intelligence, #75

Reynolds,
James Christopher

The Effects of Parent Assisted
Homework on the Reading
Achievement of Chapter I
Students, #76

Richardson, Michael C.

Improving Achievement on the
Geography Related Performance
Standards of the American History
Curriculum, #77
210

Ronca, Courtney C.

Using a Peer Approach in the
Science Lab, #78

Ronca, Joseph S.

Improving Cafeteria Behavior
Usmg Bellavior Modification, #79

Schwartz, Barbara

A Program to Help the
Field/Dependent Chemistry
Student SOlve Word Problems, #80

Simpson, Carol J.

Using Mapping as an Alternative
to Traditional Note-Taking, #81

Sisemore, Jenann S.

Preparing Above-Average High
School Freshman for the Verbal
Skills Section of the National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test, #82

Smith, Verden T.

Strategies for the Socialization of
Learrung Disabled Students at the
Secondary Level, #83

Stein, Sandra

Improving the Skill of Analysis in
Fifth and Sixth Grade Academic
Excellence Students, #84

Stockdale, Joyce L.

The Use of a Behavior Management System to Increase the ITerformance of Learning Disabled
Students in Secondary
Mathematic~#85

Strassler, Roberta T.

Improving Reading Comprehension Skills in Fifth Grade
Students, #86

Stutes, Barbara B.

The Application of Teaching
Strategies to Improve the Academic Performance of Right Brain
Children, #87

Talbert, Sharen S.

Developing Quality Reading Time
for the Parent and Child Through
a Teacher-Directed Puppetry
Program, #88

Taylor, Jean D.

A Mathematical Problem Solving
to Improve the Skills and
Attitudes of EH Students, #89

Pr~ram
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Tierney, Mary Ellen

Using Graphic Organizers to
Impro,:,e Reading Comprehension,
Retention and Recall, #90

Tilles, Charlotte K.

Improving Intermediate Mathematics Problem Solving Through
Specific Instruction and SelfFvaluation Techniques, #91

Tomlin, Richard E.

A College Level Course in Cardiorespiratory Fitness, #92

Tudor, Alan R.

Implementing the Florida Minimum Student Performance Standards in an Adult Correctional
Insti tu tion, #93

Ulmer, James E.,]r.

Motivating Third Grade Children
to Read During Their Leisure
Time, #94

Wagoner, Janelle D.

Managing an Art Lab Through the
Use of Student Discovery
Centers, #95

Wassil, William M.

Improving Self-Concept Through
Creative Activities in Art, #96

Whittaker, Dorothy J.

Creative Writing: A Collection and
Implementation of Techniques to
Motivate First Grade Writers, #97

Willig, Judith B.

Using Sentence Combining to Improve the Syntactic Maturity of
Student Writing, #98

Wu,MingM.

Remediating the Limited English
Proficient in Fraction
Deficiencies, #99

Ypsilanti, Cynthia F.

Improving the Expressive Skills of
Learning Disabled Students
Througfi C.O.P.S and T.O.W.E.R
Learning Strategies, #100
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MASTER1S
PROGRAM FOR
CHILD AND
YOUTH CARE
ADMINISIM
TOPIC INDEX
TOPIC

NAME
Baker,June

A Communication Method
Designed to Increase Parent
Satisfaction With Their Day Care
Arrangement by Providing Them
With rnformation About tile Center
and Children's Activities, #101

Bouchillon, Gale

A Workshop to Train Mental
Health Practitioners, Educators,
and Child Welfare Specialists to
Recognize the Effects of Separation
and [055 on the Unattachcil
Child, #102

Butler, Melinda

Preventing Abuse and Neglect in a
Residential Child Care Center: A
Training Project for Direct Care
Workers, #103

Class, Bonnie

Development of an Intergenerational Program to EnrichI'reschoolers' Expenences and Eliminate
Negative Stereotyping of
Elaerly, #104
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Diduch, Elsie

A Training Program to Assist
Family Care Providers in the
Implementation of Play Activities to
Strengthen Language and Social
Deveropment in Infants, 1/105

Martin, Kathryn

Development of a Training Program Designed to Increase Awareness of the Specialized Needs of
Children in Foster Care, 1/106

Powell, Cathy

The Development of a Volunteer
Parent Participation Program in
the Preschool, 1/107

Probert, Carol Ann

A Staff Training Program on
Assessment of Adolescents and
Their Farniles in a Receiving and
Assessment Group Home, 11108

Rigdon, Renee

Planning, Developing, and Implementing a Child Advocacy Team at
the County Level, 1/109

Tuck, Stephen

Increasing Parent Involvement in an
Emergency Shelter for Teens, 1/110

Welsh, Susan M.

Celebrating Holidays in a Child
Care Center: Policies and Procedures, 1/111

Zook, Joan

A Program to Recruit and Train
Home[Jay Care Providers, 1/112
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Ed.D. PROGRAM
IN EARLY AND
MIDDLE
CHILDHOOD
TOPIC INDEX
NAME

TOPIC

Akins, Nancy T.

Increasing Infonnation and Support
for Parents and Teachers of Learning Disabled Students in Christian
Schools, #113

Anderson, Fay B.

Increasin~ Parent Satisfaction of
Children s Therapy Through an
Audio-Visual Investigation of
Reactions to Children's Aggressive,
Assertive, or Passive Anger
Responses, #114

Barry, Eleanor C.

Imr.roving Observation Skills of
Child Care Workers Through the
Systematic Use of Selected
Techniques, #115

Bennudez, Lydia V.

A Transition Program From a
Hospital to a Mamstreamed School
Setting for Preschool Deaf Children:
A Process of Paren tal
Involvement, #116

Branca, Mary E.

Providing Alternatives to Jail
Transfer for Physically Aggressive
Youthful Offenders in a Detention
Facility, #117
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Branca, Ronald A.

Imp-roving Communication Skills of
Child Care Workers in a Maximum
Security Juvenile Detention
Center, #118

Cohn, Sheryl L.

Introducing Multicultural Curricula
Into Early Childhood
Programs, #119

Craney, Thomas J.

Improving the Process for Identifying Seriously Emotionally
DIsturbed Students Utilizing a
Decision Facilitation Model In
Elementary Schools, #120

Crosby, Shirley H.

Development of a Program to Train
Teacher Observers, #121

Davis-Dike, Janice

Project ADAPT: Approaches for
Developing Active Participation in
State-Mandated Training Programs
for Child Caregivers, #122

DeSmet, James A.

Improving the Effectiveness of
Teachers of High-Functioning
Autistic Students, #123

Donahue, Joseph T.

Developing and Implementing an
Effective Discipline Program In the
Elementary School, #124

Foster, Judith A.

Increasing Motivation in Fourth,
Fifth and ~ixth Graders Through
Staff Development Emphasizing
Posi ti ve Classroom
Techniques, #125

Gall, Michael L.

The Development and Implementation of an Individualized Mathematics Program for Elementary
and lor Middle School
Children, #126

Goldberg, Lorraine F.

A Program to Increase Early
Elementary Teachers' Referring
Behavior for All Eligible Special
Education StudentsThrough
Multimedia Inservice Training, #l27
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Harding, Mary H.

Increasing Music Readiness for
PreschooT and Kindergarten
Children Through an Instructional
Program for Nonmusic
Teachers, #128

Hom,Joan D.

Underachieving Gifted Middle
School Students: Building
Strategies for Success, #129

Kincade, Bonita L.

Developing Functional and Practical Application Strategies for the
Psychiatric ReJ'Orts ofSchool-Age,
Special Needs Children Througli
Inservice Training, #130

Knupp, Richard H.

Improving Oral Reading Skills of
Educationally Handicapped
Elementary School Students
Through Repeated Readings, #131

Levi, Eileen C.

Addressing the Problem of Teenage
Pregnancy in a Community Center
Setting, #132

Meils, Elaine A.

Increasing the MUSically Talented
Elementary School Students'
Musical Skills and Knowledge, #133

Melius, Heidi M.

Design and Construction of an
Outdoor Playground to Meet the
Developmental Needs of Infants
and Toddlers, #134

Miles, Michael

Parent Training for Parents/
Guardians of Elementary and
Middle School Students Who
Exhibit Behavior Disorders, #135

Mirsky, Patricia S.

The Implementation of Consultation Strategies to Improve Communication Among Special Educators
and Teachers, Principals, and
Parents at the Elementary
Level, #136

Morrison, Elizabeth H.

Development and Implementation
of an Elementary School-Based
Inservice Education Model Using
School-Based Personnel As
Facilitators, #137
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Nemiroff, Joanne

Developing a Computer-Assisted
Reading Readiness Curriculum for
Preschoolers and Kindergarten
Children, #138

Operach, Paul M.

Increasing Awareness of Child Find
for Prescnool Children Through
Videotape Presentations at
Community and Day Care
Centers, #139

Restrepo, Jane S.

Developing Creative Thinking in
Gifted Middle School Children
Through a Planned Program of
Instruction, #140

Shelby, Madge E.

A School-Based Therapeutic/
Educational Program for Severely
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